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TALES OP MY LANDLORD 

C0LLKCTfi3> AND AfiEANGBD 

JEDEBIAH CLEISHBOTHAM, 



Mm«m*. 



Hear, Land o* Cakes and brither SootSi 
Frae Maidenkirk to Jonny Groats*, 
If thew's a bole in a' your coats, 

I fede ye tent it, 
A dud*! wumg yon takin* notes, ' 

An'fiuthbe'iiprentit. 

BUBKS. 



IN FOUR VOLUMES. 

^ - ■ 

VOL.1. 



EDINBURGH t 

riINT£D 70E AECHIBALD CONSTABLE AKD COUPAinr* 

* ..- ■ >. ... ,1 

1818. 



Ahora Ueny dko el €ufa, inudmi, $enbr kuiiped, nqm^o 
Uhroa, que los quiero ver. Que me places respondio el, y en* 
trafi3£>y en su aposentii^ sacS d^ unafh-ttMilA'^ifi^cerradd 
€&n una cademUa, y ahrUndola, haU6 en eUa tres Ubros grandes 
y unos papeles de tnuy buena letra escritos de mano.—- Don 
Quixote^ Fart I. Capitulo 33. 

It is mighty well^ and the priest ; pray^ landlord^ bring me 
those books^ for I have a mind to see them. With aD my 
hearty an&wered the host; and, gctiiig to his diainber, he 
brought out a little old doke-bag, ^th a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine charocter.^^JA&ris's 
Translation, 
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PrinUd by James BaUaniyne and^Co* 



TO THE BEST OF l^ATKONS, 



A PLEASED AND INDULGENT READER, 



JEDEDIAH CLEISHBOTHAM 



^ WidHSS H£ALTHj AND INCREASE^ AND CONTENTMENT. 



Courteous Header^ 

If ingratitude comprehendeth every 
vice, surely so foul a stain worst of all 
beseeiheth him whose life has been de- 
voted to instructing youth in virtue 
and in humane letters. Therefore 
have I chosen, in this prolegomen, ta 
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unload my burden of thanks at thy 
feet, for. the favour with which thou 
hast kindly entertained the Tales of 
my Landlord. Certes, if thou hast 
chuckled over their facetious and fes- 
tivous descriptions, or hast had thy 
mkid fuIfiUed with pleasure' at the 
strange and pleasant turns of fortune 
which they record, verily, I have also 
sknppred when I beheld a secimd story 
with atticks, that has arisen on the 
basis of my small domicile at Gander- 
cleugh, the walls having been afore- 
hand pronounced by Deacon Barrow 
to be capable of enduring such an ele-- 
vation. Nor has it been without de-* 
lectation, that I have endued a new 
eoat, (snuff-brown, and with metal 
buttons), having all nether garments 
corresponding thereto. We do there- 
fore lie, in respect of each other, un- 
der a reciprocation of benefits, where* 



s 

xif those received by me bemg the 
most solid, (in respect that a aew 
house ^a&d a new coat are better than 
a new tale and an old song^) it is meet 
that my gratitude should be expressed 
With the louder voice and more pre- 
ponderating vehemencew And how 
sbould it be so expressed ?*^Certainly 
not in words only, but in act and deedv 
It is with this sole purpose, and dis- 
claiming all intention of purchasing 
that pendicle or pofle of land called 
the Carlinescroft, lying ac^acent to my 
garden^ and measuring seven acres, 
i^ree roods, and four perches, that I 
have committed to the eyes of those 
who thought well of the former tomes, 
these four additional volumes of the 
Tales a£ my Landlord. Not the les9^ 
if Peter Prayfort be minded to sell the 
said pofle, it is at his own choice to 
«ay 80 J and, peradventure, he may 



meet with a purchaser : unless (gentle 
reader) the pleasing pourtraictures* of^ 
Peter Pattieson, now given unto thee 
in particular, and unto the public in 
general, shall have lost their favour in 
thine eyes, whereof I am. no way dis- 
trustful. And so much confidence do 
I repose in thy continued favour, that 
should thy lawful occasions call thee 
to the town of Gandercleugh, a place 
frequented by most at one time or 
other in their lives, I will enrich thine 
eyes with a sight of those precious ma- 
nuscripts whence thou hast derived so 
much delectation, thy nose with a snuff 
from my mull, and thy palate with a 
dram from my bottle of strong waters, 
called by the learned of Gaqdercleugh, 
the Dominie's dribble of drink. 

It is there, O highly esteenied and be- 
loved reader, thou wilt be able to bear 
testimony, through the medium of 



thine own senses, against the ehildren 
of vanity, who have sought to identify 
thy friend and servant with I know not 
what inditer of vain fables ; who hath 
cumbered the world with his devices, 
but shrunken from the responsibility 
thereof. Truly, this hath been well 
termed a generation hard of faith; 
since what can a man do to assert hii^ 
property in a printed tome, saving to 
put his name in the title-page thereof, 
with his description, or designation as 
the lawyerja term it, and place of abode ? 
Truly, I would have suctt sceptics re- 
member how they themselves would 
brook to have their works ascribed to 
others, their names and professions im- 
puted as forgeries, arid their very ex- 
istence brought into question; even 
although, perad venture, it may be it 
is of little consequence to any but 
themselves, not only whether they are 



living f>r dead^ but even wh^her thej 
ever lived or no. Yet have my malign- 
ers carried their uncharitable censures 
yet farther. 

These cavillers have not only doubt- 
ed mine identity,^ although thus plain- 
ly proved, but they have impeached 
my veracity and the authenticity of my 
historical narratives I Truly, I can only 
say in answer, that I have been cautel- 
ous in (]^uoting mine auth<Kiti^« It isi 
true; indeed, that if I had hearkened 
with only one ear, I might have re^ 
hearsed my tale with more acceptation 
from those who love to hear but half 
the truths. It is, it may hap, not alto« 
gether to the discredit of our kindly 
nation of Scotland^ that we are apt to 
take an interest, warm, yea, partial, in 
the deeds and sentiments of our fore* 
&thers. He whom his adversaries de«> 
scribe as a pei^ured prelatist^ is desiroua 



that hift predeeessofH iBfaouId be held 
modei^M^e ill' their poweT) aifdjust in 
their execotioA of it» privileges^ when, 
truly, the unimpassioned peruser of 
the Annals of these times shalldeem 
them sanguinary^ violent, and tyrannic 
caL Again, the representativ^es of the 
Suffering non-con£>nniBts desire that 
&eir ancestors, the Cameronians, shall 
be represented not simply as honest 
enthusiasts, oppressed for consciences 
sake, but persons of fine breeding and 
valiant heroeisi. Truly, the historian can* 
not gratify these predilections. He 
tnust needs describe the cavaliers as 
proud and high*spirited,cruel, remorse- 
less, andTi^dictive ; the suffering pari- 
ty as honourably tenacious of their opi- 
nions under per^secution ; their own 
tempers being, however, sullen, fierce, 
and rude ; their opinions absurd and 
extravf^ant^ fmd their whole course <^ 



8. 

conduct that of persons whom' hellef- 
bore would better have suited than pro- 
secutions unto death for high*treason. 
INatheless^ while sudi and so prepos* 
terous were the opinions on either 
side, there were, it cannot be doubted, 
men of virtue and worth on. both, to 
entitle either party to claim merit from 
its martyrs. It has been demanded of 
me, Jedediah Cleishbotham, by what 
right I am entitled to constitute myself 
an impartial judge of their descrepan- 
cies of opinions, seeing (as it is stated) 
that I must necessarily have descended 
from one or other of the contending 
parties, and be, of course, wedded for 
better or for worse, according to . the 
reasonable practice of Scotland, to its 
dogmata or opinions, and b^und, as it 
were, by the tie matrimonial, or, to 
speak without metaphor, ex jure san- 
guinis, to maintain them in preference 
to all others. 



' But, nothing denying the rationality 
of the rule, which calls on all now li- 
ving to rule their political and religious 
opinions by those of their great-grand* 
fathers, and inevitable as seems the 
one or the other horn of the dilemma 
betwixt which my adversaries conceive 
they have pinned me to the wall, I yet 
spy some means of refuge, and claim a 
privilege to write and speak of both 
parties with impartiality. For, O ye 
powers of logic ! when . the prelatists 
and presbyterians of old times went 
together by the ears in this unlucky 
country, my ancestor (venerated be his 
memory !) was one of the people called 
Quakers, and suffered severe handling 
from either side, even to the extenua- 
tion of his purse and the incarceration 
of his person. 

Craving thy pardon, gentle Reader,, 



\ 



ibr these few words concerning me and 
mine, I rest, as above expressed, thy 
sure and obligated friend, 

OilHBSRCLBUCR^ > 

Mt Isi of AprUt mS. > 
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HEART OP MID.LOTHIAN. 



CHAPTER I. 



Being IrUroductory. 



SOj down thy hiU^ romantic Ashboum^ glides 
The Derby dilly, ourying six insides. 

F&E&S. 

- •■ 

rpHE times have changed in nothing more 
(we follow as we were wont the manuscript 
of Peter Pattieson,) than in the rapid con. 
veyance of intelligence and communication 
betwixt one part of Scotland and another. 
It is not above twenty or thirty years, ac- 
cording to the evidence of many creditable 
witnesses now alive, since a little miserable 
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faorse-cart, performing with difficulty a jour- 
ney of thirty mileHperdiemf carried our mails 
from the capital of Scotland to its extremi- 
ty. Nor was Scotland much more deficient 
in these accommodations, than our richer 
sister had been about eighty years before. 
Fielding, in his Tom Jones, and Farquhar,^ 
in a fittle fitrce called the Stage-Coach,, 
have ridiculed the slowness of these yehi. 
cles of public accommodation. According 
to the latter authority, the highest bribe 
could only induce the coachman to pro* 
mise to anticipate by half an hour the 
usual time of his arrival at the Bull and 
Mouths 

But in both countries these ancient, slow^ 
mnd sure modes of ^conveyance are now 
alike unknown y mail-coach races against 
nail-coach,^ and high-flyer against, high* 
Ayer, through the most remote districts of: 
Britain. And in our village alone, three^ 
post-coaches, and four coaches with men 
armed, and in scarlet cassocks, thunder 
through the streets each 'day> and rival in 
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brilliancy and noise the invention of the 
celebrated tyrant, 

Demens, qui nimbof ei nom vmUMleJUImen, 
JEre et comipedum jmisUf simularaif eyiortmu 

Now and then^ to complete the resem^* 
blance, and to correct the presumption of 
the venturous charioteers, it does happei^ 
that the career of these dashing rivals of SaU 
moneus meet» with as undesirable and vio-» 
lent a termination as that of their po-oto- 
type. It is upon such occasions that the 
lasides and Outsides, to use the appro^ 
priate vehicular phrases/ have reason ta 
Toe the exchange of the slow and safe mo« 
tion of the ancient My-coaches, which, 
compared with the chariots of Mr Palmer^, 
so ill deserve the name. The ancient ve^ 
hide used to settle quietly down, like a 
ship scuttled and left to sink by the gra^ 
dual influx of the waters, while the modem 
is smashed to pieces with the velocity of 
the same vessel hujdeA against breakers, or 
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rather with the fury of a bomb bursting at 
the conclusion of its career through the 
air. The late ingenious Mr Pennant, whose 
humour it was to set his face in stern op- 
position to these speedy conveyances, had 
collected, I have heard, a formidable list 
of such casualties, which, joined to the im- 
position of innkeepers, whose charges the 
passenger has no time to dispute ; the sau- 
ciness of the coachman, and the uncon- 
trouled and despotic authority of the ty* 
rant called the Guard, held forth a picture 
of horror, to which murder, theft, fraud,, 
and peculation lent all their dark colour- 
ing. But that which gratifies the impa-^ 
tience of the human disposition will be 
practised in the teeth of danger^ and in de*^ 
fiance of admonition ; and, in despite of 
the Cambrian Antiquary, Mail-coaches not 
only roll their thunders round the base of 
Penmen-Maui* and Cader-Edris, but 

Frighted Skiddaw hears afar 

The rattling of the unscythed car« ' 
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And perhaps the echoes of Ben-Nevis may 
soon be awakened by the bugle, not of a 
-warlike chieftain, but of the guard of a 
mail-coach. 

It was a fine summer day, and our little 
school had obtained a half holiday by the 
intercession of a good-humoured visiton* 
I expected by the coach a new number of 
an interesting |ieriodical publication, and 
walked forward oti the highway to meet it, 
with the impatience which Cowper has de- 
scribed as actuating the resident in the 
country when longing for intelligence from 
the mart of news : 



** The grand debate^ 



The popular harangue, — the tart reply*' - 
The logic, and the wisdom, and the wit^ 
And the loud iaugh^ — I long to know them all ;«^ 
I bum to 9et the imprisoned wranglers free> 
And j;ive them voice and utterance again.'' 

It was with such feelings that I eyed the 

* His Honour Gilbert Goslinn of Gandercleugh ; for 
I lore to be precise in matters of importance.— J. C. 
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approach of the iiew ooacb^ lately establish- 
ed on our road, and known by the n^me 
of the Somerset, which, to say truth,, pos^ 
sesses some interest for me, even when it 
iK)nveys no such important information* 
The distant tremulous sound of its wheels 
was heard just as I gained the summit of 
the gentle ascent, called the Goslin*bjrae» 
£rom which you command m extensive iviom; 
down the valley of the jriver Gander. Thi^ 
public road, which comes up the side of thai 
stream, and crosses it at a bridge about a 
quarter of a mile from the place where I 
was standings runs partly through eiiclo^ 
sures and plantations, and partly through 
open paa^ure land. It is a childlslT amuse- 
ment pNiapg, — ^but my life has been spent , 
with children, and why should not my plea- 
sures be like theirs ?^-*chiIdish asitis then, 
I must own I have had great pleasure in 

* 

watching the approach of the carriage, 
where the openings of the road permit it to 
be seen. The gay glancing of the equi- 
page, its diminished and toy-like appear^ 
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ance at a distance, contrasted with the 
rapidity of its motion, its appearance and 
disappearance at intervals, and the pro* 
gressivelj increasing sounds diat announce 
its nearer approach, have all to the idle 
and listless spectator, who has nothing 
more important to attend to^ something: 
of awakening interest. The ridicule may 
attach to me^ which is flung upon many 
an honest citizen, who watches firmn the 
window of his villa the passage of the 
stage*coadi } but it is a Tery natural source 
of amusement notwithstanding, and many 
of those who join in the laugh are perhapt 
not unused to practise it in secret. 

On the present occasion, however, fitte 
had decreed that I should not enjoy the 
consummation of the amusement, by see* 
ing the coach rattle past me as I sat on the 
turf, and hearing the hoarse grating voice 
of the guard as he skimmed forth for my 
grasp the expected packet, without^ the 
carriage checking its course for an instant* 
I had seen the vehicle thunder down the 



'■* 



m TAIBS OF MT LANDLORD. ^ 

hill that leads to the bridge with more than 
its usual impetuosity, glittering all the while 
by flashes from a cloudy tabernacle of the 
dust which it had raised, and leaving a train 
behind it on the r^ad resembling a wreath 
of summer mist. But it did not appear on 
the top 6f the nearer bank within the usual 
space of three minutes, which frequent ob- 
servation had enabled me to ascertain was 
the medium time for crossing the bridge 
and mountmg the ascent. When double 
ihat space had elapsed, I became alarmed, 
and walked hastily forward. As I came in 
sight of the bridge, the cause of delay was 
too manifest, for the Somerset had made 
a summerset in good earnest, and over- 
turned so completely, that it was literally 
resting upon the ground, with the roof un- 
dermost, and the four wheels iu the air. 
The " exertions of the guard and coach- 
man," both of whom were gratefully com- 
memorated in the newspapers, having suc- 
ceeded in disentangling the horses by cut^ 
ting the harness, were* now proceeding to 
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extricate the inmles by a sort of sam« 
mary and Cassarean process of delivery, for- 
cing the hinges from one of the doors which 
they could not open otherwise. In this man- 
ner were two disconsolate damsels set at 
liberty frona tbe womb of the leathern con- 
veniency. As they immediately began to 
settle their clothes, which were a little de- 
ranged, as may be presumed, I concluded 
they had received no injury, and did not 
venture to obtrude my services at their 
toilette, for whi[ch, I understand, I have 
since been reflected upon by the fair suffer- 
ers. The autddes^ who must have been 
discharged from their elevated situation by 
a shock resembling the springing of a mine, 
escaped, nevertheless, with the usual allow- 
ance of scratches and bruises, excepting 
three, who, having been pitched into the 
river Gander, were dimly seen contending 
with the tide, like the reliques of iEneas's 
shipwreck, — 

Rariapparent nantes in gurgitc vatt9* 
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I applied my poor exertions where they 
seemed to be most needed, and, with the 
assistance' of one or two of the company 
who had escaped unhurt, easily succeeded 
in fishing out two of the unfortunate pas* 
sengers, who were rtout active young fel- 
lows ; and but for the preposterous length 
of their greatcoats, and the equally fashions- 
able latitude and longitude of their Wei* 
lington trowsers, would have required little 
assistance from any one. The third was 
sickly and elderly, and might have perished 
but for the efforts used to preserve him. 

When the two great-coated gentlemen 
had extricated themselves from the river, 
and shaken their ears like huge water-dogs, 
a violent altercation ensued betwixt them 
and the coachman and guard, concerning 
the cause of their overthrow. In the course 
of the squabble, I observed tbtft beth my 
new acquaintances belonged to the law^ 
and that their professional sharpness was 
like to prove an overmatch for the surly 
and official tone of the guardians of the 
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vehkle* The' dispute ended, in the t guard 
ttS9umig the passengers that they should 
hii?e-8^FUits in a heavy coach which would 
pass tf^at spot in less than half an hour, pro* 
Vidii^it was not fulL Chance seemed to fa* 
vour this arAhge»ient» for when the expects 
ed vehide arrived there wereonly two places 
occupied in a carriage which professed to 
carry^dir.' ll)e two kdies who had been dis* 
interreiloutof the fsdien vehicle were readi- 
ly admittedy but ' positive objections were 
stated by tbote previou^ in possession to 
the admittance of the two lawyers, whose 
wetted garments being much of the nature 
of weQ-soaked spunges^ there was every 
reason to believe they would refund acon;^ 
siderable part of the water they had col«> 
lected, to the inconvenience of their fdlow- 
passengers. On the other hand, the law- 
yers rejected a seat on the roof, alleging 
that they had only taken that station f<Hr 
pleasure for one stage, but were entitled 
in all respects to free egress and regress 
from the interior, to which their contract 
positively referred. After some alterca- 
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tion, in which something was said upon 
the edict Nautce ccmponea stabulariij the 
coach went off, leaving the learned gentle- 
men to abide by their action of damages* 

They immediately applied to me to guide 
them to the next village and the best inn ; 
and from the account 1 gave them of the 
Wallace-head, declared they were mucti 
better pleased to stop there than to go for- 
ward upon the terms of that impudent 
scoundrel the guard of the Somerset. All 
that they now wanted was a lad to carry 
their travelling bags^ who was easily pro- 
cured from an adjoining cottage ; and they 
prepared to walk forward, when they found 
there was another passenger in the same 
deserted situation with themselves. This 
was the elderly and sickly-looking person^ 
who had been precipitated into the river 
along with the two young lawyers. He, it 
seems, had been too modest to push his 
own plea against the coachman when he 
saw that of his betters rejected, and now 
remained behind with a look of timid an- 
xiety, plainly intimating that he was de- 
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ficient in those means of recommendation 
which are necessary pxissports to the hospi- 
tality of an inn, 

I ventured to call the attention of the 
two dashing young blades, for such they 
seemed, to the desolate condition of their 
fellow-traveller. They took the hint with 
ready good-ni^ure. , 

** O true, Mr Danover," said one of Ae 
youngsters, ** you must not remain on the 
pav^ here; you must go and have some 
dinner with us-^Halkit and I must have 
a post*chaise to go on, sk all events, and 
we Will set you down wherever suits you 
best.'' 

The poor man, for such his dress, bb well 
as his diffidence, bespoke him, made the 
sort of acknowledging hoW by which says 
a Scotchman, *^ It's too ntuch honour for 
the like of me }'' and followed humbly be- 
hind his gay pati^ns, all three besprinkling 
the dusty road as thej^ wdked along with 
the moisture of their drenched garments, 
and exhibttiog the singular and somewhat 

VOL, 1* B 
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ridiculous appearance of three persons suf* 
fering from the opposite extreme of humidi- 
ty, while the summer sun was at ita height^ 
and every thing else around them had the ex- 
pression of heat and drought. The ridicule 
did not escape the young gentlemen them- 
selves, and they had made what might be re- 
ceived as onie or two tolerable jests on the 
subject before they had advanced far on 
their peregrination. 

** We cannot complain, like Cowley,'* 
said one of them, *^ that Gideon's fleece 
remains dry, while all. around is moist; 
this is the reverse of the miracle.** 

** We ought to be received with gratitude 
in this good town ; we bring a supply of 
what they^eem to need most/* said Halkit. 

<< And distribute it with unparalleled ge- 
nerosity," replied his companion ; '^ perform- 
ing the part of three water-carts for the be- 
nefit of their dusty roada." 

•* We come before them too,** said Hal- 
kit, ** in full professional force— counsel 
and agent" — 

^' And client," said the young advocate. 
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looking behind him« And then added, 
lowering hi? yoice»^ *' that looks as if he had 
kept such dangerous company too long.** 

It waS) indeed) too true, that the humble 
follower of the gay young men had the 
thread-bare appearance of a worn-out liti- 
ganty and I could not but smile at the cor«- 
ceit» tfaou^ anxious to conceal my mirth ' 
firom the object of it» 

.When we arrived at the Wallace Inn^ the 
elder of the Edinburgh gentlemen, and 
whom I understood to be a barrister, in- 
sisted that I should remain and take part 
of tJieir dinner; and their enquiries and 
demands speedily put my landlord and his 
whole, ftmily in -motion to produce the 
best cheer which the larder and cellar af- 
forded, and proceed to cook it to the best 
advantage, a science. in which our.enter. 
tainers seemed to be admirably skilled. In 
other respects, they were lively young men 
in the hey-day of youth and good spirits, 
playing the part which is common to the 



higher classes of the law at Edinburgh, and 
which nearly resembles that of the young 
templars in the days of Steele and Addisoiu 
An air of giddy gmety njingted with the 
good sense, taj^e^ and infocmation wbidi^ 
thdr conversation exhibited ; and.it seem«i 
ed to >be their ol^ct to unite Uie diaiac- 
ter of men of fasiiion and loiters of the po^ 
Ute arts. A fine gentlem9n» bsed up m. 
the thorough idleness atid loaniity of pur- 
Huit, which I understand is. absolidsly Ae» 
•cessaiy to ilie character in perfection, teighti 
m all probability have traced a tinge of pro^ 
&ssiooal pedantry which ma^d the baitf^ 
ster in spite of his efforts,1ind something of 
.active bostle in his con^anion, 4aid would 
-certdnly . have detected, more tlian a fk^ 
shionable mixture ^f infbnnation and ani'- 
anated interest in the language of both. 
But to me, who bad ^o pretenaons to 
^e so critical, my companions seemed to 
form a very happy mixture of good breed* 
dng ^md liberal infbrmatioin, with <a diisposir 
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tioa to iively rattle> pun, attd j€9t, amusing 
to a grave man, becMise it is what he him« 
self can least easily command. 

Hie thin pale-£iced maUi whom their 
good nature had brought into their society, 
looked out of place, us well as oat of spi- 
rits ; sate on the edge of hk seal^ and kept 
tiie chair at two feet distance fbom the ta* 
ble ; thus incdmmoding himseif consider- 
aUjr ill co&veying the victuals to his mouthy 
SB If fay way of fieoanoe for partaking of 
them in the company of his superiors. A 
short time after dinner, declining all en* 
treaty to partake of the wioe, which cif cu« 
lated freely round, he informed himself of 
the hour when the chaise had been ordered 
to attend ; and sayings he would be in rea« 
dines^, modestly withdrew from the apart- 
ment. 

*• Jack," said the barrister to his com- 
panion, *• I remember that poor fellow's 
fece ; you spoke more truly than you were 
aware of; he really is one of my clients, 
poor man.** 
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^ Poor man !" echoed Halkit— ** I sup^ 
pose you mean he is your one and only 
client,*' 

«* That's not my fault, Jack," replied the 
other, whose name I discovered was Har<» 
die* << You are to give me all jour busi« 
ness, you know ; and if you have none, the 
learned gentleman here knows nothing can 
come of nothing,^ 

<< You seem to have brought something 
to nothing though^ in the case of that ho« 
nest man« He looks as if he were just 
about to honour with his residence the 
Heart of Mid^Lothian.'^ 

^^ You are mistaken — he is just delivered 
from it-i— our friend here looks for an ex« 
planation. Pray, Mr Pattieson^ have you 
been in Edinburgh ?" 

I answered in the affirmative. 

<* Then you must have passed, occasion- 
ally at least, though probably not so faith* 
fully as I am doomed to do, through a nar- 
row intricate passage, leading out of the 
north-west comer of the Parliamejat»8quare9 
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and passing by a high and antique building, 
with turrets and iron grates. 

Making good the. saying odd. 

Near the church and far from God"— 

Mr Halkit broke in upon his learned 
counsel, to contribute his moiety to the rid* 
die — *' Having at the door the sign of the 
Red Man"— 

** And being on the whole,** resumed the 
counsellor, interrupting his friend in his 
turn, ** a sort of place where misfortune is 
happily confounded with guilt, where all 
who are in wish to get out** 

^^ And where none who have the good 
luck to be out wish to get in," added his 
companion* 

«* 1 conceive you, gentlemen,** replied I ; 
«* you mean the prison." 

" The prison,** added the young lawyer— 
" You have hit it-^the very reverend Tol- 
booth itself; and let me tell you, you are 
obliged to us for describing it with so much 
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modeBty and brevity i for with whatever am- 
plifications we might have chosen to deco- 
rate the subject, you lay entirely at our mer- 
cy, since the Fathers Conscript of our city 
have decreed, that the venerable edifice it- 
self shall not remain in existence to confirm 
or to confute us." 

** Then the Tolbooth of Edinburgh is 
called the Heart of Mid-Loihian ?' said L 

*' So termed and reputed, I assure you." 

« I think,^' said I, with the bashful diffi- 
dence with which a man lets slip a pun in 
presence of bis superiors, ** the metropoli- 
tan county may, in that case, be said to 
have a sad heart*'' 

<< Right as my glove, Mr Paiticson," add- 
ed Mr Hardie ; ^< and a close heart, and 
a hard heart — Keep it up. Jack." 

** And a wicked heart, and a poor Iieart,** 
answered Halkit, doing his best. 

** And yet it may be called in some sort 
a strong heart, and a high heart," rejoined 
the advocate. *« You see I can put you 
both out of heart.** 
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*^ I have played all my hearts^'' said the 
younger geotleman. 

^ Then well have another lead^'' answer- 
ed his co0)panion; — ^^ And as to the old 
and condemned Tolbooth, what pity the 
same honour cannot be done to it as lias 
been done to many of its inmates. Why 
^uld not the Tolbcx^ have its * Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Worfls? 
The oM stones would be just as conscious 
of the honojur, as many a poor devil who haa 
dangled like a tassel at the west end of it, 
while the hawjcers were shouting a confes* 
sion the culprit had never heard of«" 

«« I am afraid," said I, ^* if I might pr©» 
same to give my opiniofo, it would be a tale 
<^ unvaried sorrow and guilt*^' 

«< Not entirely, my friend," said Hardie ; 
c< a prison is a world within itself^ and has 
its. own business, griefs, and joys peculiar 
to its ctrclew Its innkatea are sometimes 
short-lived, but so are soldiers on service } 
they are poor relatively to the worU with- 
outy biiU there are degrees of wealth and 
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poverty among them, and so some are re- 
latively rich also. They cannot stir abroad^ 
but neither can the garrison of a besieged 
forty or the crew of a ship at sea ; and they 
are not under a dispensation quite so de^ 
perate as eitheri for th^y may have as much 
food as they have money to buy^ and are 
not obliged to work whether they have 
food or not.*' 

** But what variety of incident/* said I, 
(not without a secret view to my present 
task), " could possibly be derived from 
such a woik as you are pleased to talk of?" 

** Infinite," replied the young advocate. 

" Whatever of guilt, crime, imposture, folly, 

unheard-of misfortunes, and unlooked-for 

change of fortune, can be found to chequer 

Hfe, my Last Speech of the Tolbooth should 

illustrate with examples sufficient to gorge 

even the public's all-devouring appetite for 

the wonderful and horrible* The inventor 

of fictitious narratives has to rack his brains 

for means to diversify his tale^ and after all 

can hardly hit upon characters or incidents 

10 
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which have not been used again and again» 
until they are famiKar to the eye of the read- 
er, so that the developement, enlevement^ the 
desperate wound of which the hero never 
dies, the burning fever from which the he- 
roine is sure to recover, become a mere 
matter of course, I join with my honest 
friend Crabbe, and: have an unlucky pro- 
pensity to hope when hope is lost,, and to 
rely upon the cork-jacket, which carries the 
heroes of romance safe through all the bil 
lows of affliction.'* He then declaimed the 
following passage, rather with too much 
than too little emphasis : 



** Much have I fear'd, but am no more afVaidv 

When some chaste beauty, by some wretch betray'd^. 

Is drawn away with such distracted speed, 

That she anticipates a dreadful deed^ 

Not so do I— -Let solid walls impound 

The captive fair, and dig a moat around ; 

Let there be brazen locks and bars of stee],^ 

And keepers cruel, such as never feel ; 

With not a single note the purse supply. 

And when she begs, let men and maids d«ny ^ 
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Be windows there from whidi she dnres not faU, 
And help so distanlt 'tis in vain to call ; 
Still means of freedom will some Power devise^ 
And from the baiBed ruffian snatch his prized 



9> 



^< The end of uncertainty »" he concliu 
dedy ^* ia the death a£ interest» and hence it 
happens that no one now reads novels*'' 

^^ Hear him, ye gods !" returtied his com^ 
panion. ^^ I assure you, Mr Fattieson, you 
mix hardly visit this learned gentleman^ but 

« 

you are likely to find .the new novel moat 
in repute lying on his table, snugly intrench* 
ed, however, beneath Stair's Institutes, or 
an open volume of Morrison's Decisions*" 

<< Do I deny it ?" said the hopeful juris- 
consult, " or wherefore should I, since it is 
well known these Dalilahs seduce my wisers 
and my betters? May they not be found 
lurking amidst the multiplied memorials of 
our most distinguished counsel, and even 
peeping from under the cushion of a judge's 
arm-chair ? Our seniors at the bar, within 
the bar, and even on the bench, read no- 
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vels, and, if not belied, some'' of them have 
written novels into the bargaiOi I only say, 
that I read from hnbit and from indolence, 
not from real interest; that, like Ancient 
Pifitol devouring his leek, I read and 4iwear 
till I get to the end of the narrative. But 
not so in the real records of human vaga- 
ries*-^iiot so in the State-trials, or in the 
Booka of Adjournal, where every now and 
then you r^d new pages of the human 
heart, and turns of fortune fiir beyond 
what the boldest novelist ever attempted 
to produce fix^m the coinage of his brain/' 
^* And for such narratives," I asked, 
^^ you suppose the History of the Prison of 
Edinburgh might afibrd appropriate mate- 
rials r 

<< Jb a degree unusually ample, my dear 
sir,** said Hardie— ** fill your glass, how- 
ever, in the meanwhile. Was it not for 
many years the place in which the Scottish 
parliament met ? Was it not James's place 
q£ refuge, when the mob, inflamed by a se- 
ditious preacher, broke fortji pn him with 



t 
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the cries of ** The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon— bring forth the wicked Haman ?" 
Since that time how many hearts have tlirob< 
bed within these walls, as the tolling of the 
neighbouring bell announced to them how 
fast the sands of their life were ebbing ; 
how many must have sunk at the sound—- 
how many Were supported by stubborn 
pride and dogged resolution — how many 
by the consolation of religion ? Have there 
not been some, who, looking back on the 
motives of their crimes, were scarce aWe to 
understand how they should have had such 
temptation as to seduce them from virtue ? 
and have there not, perhaps, been others, 
who, sensible of their innocence, were di^ 
vided between indignation at the unde- 
served doom which they were to undergo, 
consciousness that they had not deserved 
it, and racking anxiety to discover some way 
in which they might yet vindicate them^ 
selves ? Do you suppose any of these deep, 
powerful, and agitating feelings can be re- 
corded and perused without exciting a cor- 
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r6si)0iidiiig depth of deep^ powerful, and 
agitating interest ? — O ! do but wait till I 
publish the Causes Cdehres of Caledonia, 
and you will find no want of a novel or a 
tragedy, for some time to come. The true 
thing. will triumph over the brightest in* 
ventions of the most ardent imagination. 
Magna est Veritas et proevalehit* 

<< I have understood,'' said I, encouraged 
by the affability of my rattling entertainer, 
<^ that less of this interest must attach to 
Scottish jurisprudence than to that of any 
other country. Tiie general morality of 
our people^ their sober and prudent ha- 
bits"— 

^^ Secure them," said the barrister, <^ against 
any great in crease of professional thieves and 
depredators, but not against wild and way- 
iji^ard starts of fancy and passioii, producing 
crimes of an extraordinary description, 
which are precisely those to the detail of 
which we listen with thrilling interest* Eng- 
land has been much longer a highly civi- 
lized, country J her subjects have been very 
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Strictly amenable to laws admioisfeered with^^ 
out fear or favour, a complete division of 
labour has taken place among her subjects^ 
and the very thieves and robbers form a 
distinct class in society, subdivided among 
themselves according to the subject of their 
depredations, and the mode in which they 
carry them on, acting upon regular habits 
and princq[>les, which can be calculated 
and anticipated at Bdw-Street, Hatton.Gar« 
den, or the Old-Bailey. Our sister king- 
dom is like a cultivated field,-^he farmer 
expects that, in spite of all his care, a cer« 
tain number of weeds will rise with the 
com, and can tell you before hand their 
iiames and appearance. But Scotland is 
like one of her own Highland glens, and 
the moralist who reads the records of her 
criminal jurisprudence, will find as many 
curious anomalous facts in the history of 
mind, as the botanist will detect rare speci*» 
mens among her dingles and cliffi*"' 

<< And that's all the good you have 
obtained from three perusals of the Coaa-^ 
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mentaries on Scotch Criminal Jurispru- 
dence ?" said his companion* ^^ I suppose 
the learned author very little tliinks^ that 
the facts which his erudition and acuteness 
have accumulated for the illustration of le- 
gal doctrines, might be so* arranged as to 
form a sort of appendix to the half-bouiid 
and slip-shod Tolutnes of the circulating li- 
brary/' 

^^ rU bot you a pint of claret/' said the 
elder lawyer^ << that he will not feel sore at 
the comparison But as we say at the bar, 
* I beg I may not be interrupted ;' I have 
much more to say upon my Scottish coHec* 
tion of Causes Cekbres. You will please 
recollect the scope and motive given for 
the contrivance and execution of triany ex- 
traordinary and daring crimes, by the long 
civil dissentions of Scotland— by the here- 
ditary jurisdickions, which, until 17 48, vest- 
ed the investigation of crimes in judges, ig* 
noranti partial, or ii^iterested — by the habits 
of the gentry, shut up in their distant and 
solitary mansion-houses, niimng tb^r xe* 
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vengeful passions just to keep their blood 
from stagnating — not to mention that 
amiable national qualification, called the 
perfervidum ingenium Scotorunii which our 
lawyers join in alledging as a reason for the 
severity of some of our enactments. When 
I come to treat of matters so mysterious, 
deep, and dangerous, as these circumstances 
have given rise to, the blood of each reader 
shall be curdled, and his epidermis crisped 
into goose skin. — But 'st — here comes the 
landlord, with tidings, I suppose, that the 
chaise is ready/' 

It was no such thing — the tidings bore, 
that no chaise could be had this evenings 
for Sir Peter Plyem bad carried forward my 
landlord's two pair of horses that morning 
to the ancient royal borough of Bubble- 
burgh, to look after his interest there. But 
as Bubbleburgh is only one of a set of five 
boroughs which club their shares for a 
member of parliament. Sir Peter's adversa- 
ry had judiciously watched his departure, 
in order to commence a canvass in the na 
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less royal borough of Bitem, which, as all 
the world knows, lies at the very termina- 
tion of Sir Peter's avenue, and has beep 
held in leading strings by him and his ances* 
tors for time immemorial. Now Sir Peter 
was thus placed in the situation of an am« 
bitious monarchy who, after having com- 
menced a daring inroad into his enemies 
territories, is suddenly recalled by an inva« 
sion of his own hereditary dominions. He 
was obliged in consequence to. return from 
the half-won borough of Bubbleburgh, to 
look after the half4ost borough of Bitem, 
and the two pair of horses which had car* 
ried him that morning to Bubbleburgh, 
were now forcibly detained to transport 
him, his agent, his valet, his jester, and 
his hard*drinker, across the country to Bi- 
tem. The cause of this detention, which to 
me was of as little consequence as it may 
be to the reader, was important enongh to 
my companions to reconcile them with the 
delay. Like eagles, they smelled the battle 
afar (^ ordered a magnum of claret and^ 
b^ds at the-Wallace, and entered at full car 
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reer into the Babblebisrgli and Bitem poli- 
tics, with all the probai^le ^' petitiooY anid 
complaints" to which they w€re likely to 
give rise. 

In the midst of an anxious, ammated;^ 
and, to me, most uninfaelligible discussion 
con<^rning provosts, baillies, deacons, sets 
of boroughs, leets, town-derk$, burgesses 
resident and &ofi*resid.ent, .all of a sudden 
the lawyer recollected himseif* ^* Boor 
Dunover^ we must not forget faun j;" md 
the landlord was dispatched in quest of %hh 
pmivre kanteuw, with an earnestly civil in« 
vitatbn to him for the rest of the evening. 
I could not help asking the ydung gentle* 
men if they knew the history of this poor 
man, and the counsellor applied himself to 
his pocket to recover the meiiiorial or brief 
from which he had stated his cause. 

" ile has been a candidate for our reme* 
dmm miserdAUcy' said Mr Hardie,^ ^* com* 
monly called a cesmo bonorum. As there 
are divines who have doubted the eternity 
of future punishments, so the Scotch law* 
yers seem to have thought that the crime 
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of poverty might be atoned for by some- 
thing short of perpetual imprisonment. Af- 
ter a month's confinement, yoa must know, 
he is entitled, on a sufficient statement to 
Our supreme couttv setting forth the amount 
of his funds, ai»l Ihe nature of his misfbr* 
tunes, and surrendermg all his effects to 
Us creditor, ix> claim to b^ discharged from 

^ I had heard,^ I replied, <« of such a 
buaaaiel regulation*" 

<< Yes/' said HaUdt," and the beauty of it 
is, as Ite foreign £»llow said, you may get 
the tessw ^hen the hom>rums are all spent 
«^Bufc i^hiotr aie you puzzling in your 
pockets to seek your only memorial among 
dd play Inlb, letters requeiEdng a meeting 
of theEaculty, rules of the Speculative So« 
ciety,. syllabus* of lectures^-^all the mis* 
cellaneous contents of a young lawyer's 
pocket, which contsuns every thing but 
brieves and bank-notes? Can you not state 
a case of eesm without your memorial ? 
Why k is d^ne ev^ry SSaturday # The events 
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follow each other as regularly as clock* 
work, and one form of condescendence 
might suit every one of them*'' 

" This is very unlike the variety of distress 
which this gentleman stated to fall under 
the consideration of your judges," said I, 

" True," replied Halkit;^" but Hardie 
spoke of criminal jurisprudence, and thisbui 
siness is purely civil. I could plead a ce^sU^ 
myself without the inspiring honours of a 
gown and three-tailed periwig — Listen.—- 
My client was bred a journeyman weaver — 
made some little money— took a &rm<— (for 
conducting a farm, like driving a gig, comes 
by nature) — ^late severe timesr-induced to 
sign bills with a friend, for which he had so 
value — landlord sequestrates— creditors ac- 
cept a composition— pursuer sets up a pub* 
lie-house — fails a second time — is incarce- 
rated for a debt of ten pounds, seven shiK 
lings and sixpence— his debts amount to 
blank — his losses to blank — his funds to 
blank — ^leaving a balance of blank in his 
favour. There is no opposition \ your lord# 
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ships will please grant commission to take 
his oath." 

Hardie now renounced this ineffectual 
search, in which there wa3 perhaps a little 
afiectation, and told us the tale of poor Dun- 
over's distresses, with a tone in which a 
degree of feeling, which he seemed asha« 
med of as unprofessional, mingled with his 
attempts at wit, and did him more honour. 
It was one of those tales which seem to 
argue a sort of ill luck or fatality attached 
to the hero. A well informed* industrious, 
and blameless, but pooir and bashful man, 
had in vaiji essayed all the usual means by 
which others acquire independence^ yet 
had never succeeded beyond the attain- 
ment of bare subsistence. During « brief 
gleam of hope, rather than of actual pros- 
perity, he had added a wife and family to 
his cares, but the dawn was speedily over- 
cast. Every thing retrograded with him 
towards the verge of the miry Slough of 
Despond, which yawns for insolvent debt- 
ors ; and after catching at each twig, and 
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experiea^eing the protracted agony of feel- 
ing them on^e by one elude his gra^^ he 
actually sunk into the miry pit whence he 
had been extricated by the professional ex- 
ertions of HardiiL 

<< And, I suppose, aow you have dragged 
this poor^evil ashore, you will leave him 
half naked cat the beadi to provide for 
himself ?" said Hilkit. « Ha ric ye,''-.^nd he 
whispered somethii^ in bis ear, of which 
the penetrating and iim^uating words, ** In* 
terest with my Lord,'' alpne reached mine. 

^ It is pesmnii exemplh^ said Hardie, 
laughing, ^* to provide for a rained client ; 
but I was thinking iif what you mention, 
providing it can be managed<^But hush ! 
here be comes«" 

The recent relation of the poor man's 
misfortunes had given him, I was pleased to 
observe, a claim to the attention and re* 
spect of the young men, who treated him 
with great civility, and gradually engaged 
him in ii conversation, which, much to my 
satisfaction, again turned up ^n the Causes 
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Celebrex of Scotland. Emboldened by the 
kindness with which he was treated, Mr 
Dunover began to contribute his share to 
the amusement of the evening. Jails, like 
other places, have their ancient traditions, 
known only to the inhabitants, and handed 
down *from one set of the melancholy lod- 
gers to ihe neaLt who occupy their cells. 
Some of these, which Dunover mentioned, 
were interesting, and served to illustrate 
the narratives of remarkable trials, which 
Hardie had at his finger-ends, . and which 
his companion was also well skilled in. 
This sOTt of conversation passed away the 
evening till the early hour when Mr Dun- 
over chose to retire to rest, and I also re- 
treated to take down memorandums of what 
I had learned, in order to add another nar- 
rative to those which it had been my chief 
amusement to collect, and to write out in 
detail. The two young men ordered a broil- 
ed bone, Madeira negus, and a pack of cards, 
and commenced a game at picquet 

VOL* I. c 
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Next morning the travellers left Gat^ 
dercleugh. I afterwards learned from the 
papers that both have been since engaged 
in the great political cause of Bubble- 
burgh and Bitem, a summary case, and 
entitled to particular dispatch ; but whicJb, 
it is thought, nevertheless, may outlast 
the duration of the parliament to which 
the contest refers. Mr Halkit, as the 
newspapers informed me, acts as agent 
or solicitor; and Mr Hardie opened for 
Sir Peter Plyem with singular ability, and 
to such purpose, that I understand he 
has since had fewer play-bills and more 
briefs in his pocket. And both the young 
gentlemen desef ve their good fortune ; for 
I learned from Dunbver, who called on me 
some weeks afterwards, and communicated 
the intelligence with tears in his eyes, that 
their interest had availed to obtain him a 
small office for the decent maint^iance of 
his family ; and that, after a train of con* 
Stan t and uninterrupt^bd misfortune, he could 
trace a dawn of prosperity to his having the 
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good fortune to be flung from the top of a 
mail-coach into the river Gander, in com- 
pany with an advocate and a writer to the 
signet. The reader will not perhaps deem 
himself equally obliged to the accident, 
since it brings upon him the following nar« 
rative, founded upon the conversation of 
the evening. 
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CHAPTER II 

Whoe'er's been at Paris must needs know the Greve, 
The fatal retreat of the unfoitunate bra^ 
Where honour and justice most odd! j contribute^ 
To ease heroes' pains by an baiter and gibbet. 

There death breaks the shackles which force bad put on» 
And the hangman completes what the judge but began; 
There the squire of the poet, and knight of the post. 
Find their pains no more baulked, and their hopes no more 
<:foss'x1« 

Priob« 

In iorm^T times, England had her Ty- 
burn, to which the devoted victims of jus- 
tice were conducted in solemn procession, 
up what is now -called Oxford-Road. In 
Edinburgh, a large open street, or rather 
oblong square, surrounded by high houses, 
called the Grassmarket, was used for the 
same melancholy purpose. It was not ill^/ 
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chosen for such a scene, being of consider- 
able extent^ and fchere^re fit to accooraio- 
date a great number of spectators, such as 
are usually assembled by this melancholy, 
spectacle. On the other hand, few of the 
houses which surround it were, even in early 
tunes, inhabited by persons of fashion ; so 
that those likely to be offended or over deep- 
ly affected by such unpleasant exhibitions, 
were not in tlie way of having their quiet 
disturbed by them. The houses in the 
Grassmarket are, generally speaking, of a 
mean description ^yet the place is not withf 
out some features of grandeur, being over- 
bung by the southern side of the huge rock 
on which the castle stands, and by the moss- 
grown b0.ttlements and turretted walls of 
that ancient fortress. 

It was the custom, until within these five^ 
and-twenty years, or thereabouts, to use^. 
this esplanade for the scene of public execu* 
tions. The fatal day was announced to the 
public, by. the. appearance of a huge black 
gallows^ree towards the eastern end of the 
Grassmarket. This ilLomened apparition 
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was of great height, with a scaffold surrwikU 
ing it, and a double ladder placed against 
it, for the ascent of the cmhappy crimi* 
nal and the executioner. As tliis apparatus 
was always arranged before dawn, it seemed 
as if the gdlows had grown out of the earth 
in the course of one night, like the produc- 
tion of some foul demon ; and I well re* 
member the fright with which the school- 
boys, when I was one of their number, used 
to regard these ominous signs of deadly pre- 
^ration. On the night after the execution 
the gallows again disappeared, and was con* 
veyed in silence and darkness to the place 
where it was usually deposited, which was 
one of the vaults under the Parliament* 
house, or courts of justice. This mode of 
execution is now exchanged for one simi- 
lar to that in front of NeWgate,'-«^th what 
beneficial effect is uncertatp. The mental 
sufferings of the pannel are indeed shorten- 
ed. He no longer walks between the a(« 
tendant clergymen, dressed in his graves- 
clothes, through a considerable part of the 
city, looking like a moving and walking 
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eorpse, while yet an inhabitant of this world ; 
buty as the ultimate purpose of punishment 
has in view the prevention of crimes, it ipay 
at least be doubted, whether, in abridging 
the melancholy ceremony, we have not in 
part diminished that appalling effect upon 
the i^ectators which is thef useful end of all 
such inflictions, and in consideration of 
which alone, unless in very particular cases, 
capital sentences can be altogether justified. 
Upon the 7th day of September, 1736, 
these ominous preparations for execution 
were descried in the place we have descri- 
bed, and at an early hour the space around 
began to be occupied by several groupes, 
who gazed on the scaffold and gibbet with 
a stern and vindictive shew of satisfac^ 
tion very seldom testified by the populace, 
whose good*nature, in most cases, forgets 
the crime of the condemned person, and 
dwells only on his misery. But the apt of 
which the expected culprit had been con- 
victed was of a description calculated near- 
ly and closely to awaken and irritate the re- 
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sentful feelings of the multitude. The tale 
is well known ; yet it is necessary to re- 
capitulate its leading circumstances, for the 
better understanding what is to follow ; and 
the narrative may prove long, but I trust 
not uninteresting, even to those who' have 
heard its general issue. At any rate, some 
detail is iiecessary, in order to render in- 
telligible the subsequent events of our nar- 
rative. 

Contraband trade, though it strikes^ at 
the root of legitimate government, by en- 
croaching on its revenues, — though it in* 
Jures the fair trader, and debauches the 
minds of those engaged with it, — is not 
usually looked upon, either by the vulgar 
or by their betters, in a very heinous point 
of view. On the contrary, in those coun- 
ties where it prevails, the cleverest, bold- 
est, and most intelligent of the peasantry, 
are uniformly engaged in illicit transactions, 
and very often with the sanction of the farm* 
ers and inferior gentry. Smuggling was 
almost universal in Scotland iji the reigns 
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of George L and IL ; for the people, un* 
accustomed to imposts, and regarding them 
as an unjust aggression upon their ancient 
liberties, made no scruple to elude them^ 
whenever it was possible to do so. 

The co,unty of Fife, bounded by two 
friths on the south and north, and by the : 
sea on the east, and haying a number of. 
small sea-ports,, was* long famed for main* 
taining successfully a contraband, trade; 
and, as- there were many seafaring men re- . 
siding there, who had been pirates and 
buccaneers.in their youth, there were not. 
wanting a sufficient number of daring me&i 
to carry it on. Among these, a fellow, calU. 
ed Andrew Wilson, orginally a baker in the: 
villi^e of Pathhead, was particularly ob- 
noxious to the revenue officers. He waii 
possessed of great personal strength, cou- 
rage, and cunning, — was perfectly acquaint* 
ed wfth the coasts and capable of conducting, 
the most desperate enterprizes. On seve-; 
ral occasions he succeeded in baffling the 
pursuit and researches of the king's officers ^ 

€ 2 
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but he became so much the object of tbeir 
suspicious and watchful attention^ thdt at 
length he was totally ruined by repeated set* 
zuresif The man became desperate^ He con-' 
sidered himself as robbed and plundered ; 
and took it into his bead^ that he had a right 
to make reprisals, as he could find opportu- 
.nity. Where the heart is prepared for evil> 
opportunity is seldom long wanting. Tbii 
Wilson learned, that the Collector of the 
customs at Kirkaldy had come to Pitten* 
weem^ in the course of his official round of 
duty, with a , considerable 4sum of public 
money in his custody* As the amount was 
greatly within the value of the goods which 
had been seized ft1>m him, he felt no ^scru^^ 
pie of conscience in resolving to reimburse 
himself for his losses, at the expence of the 
Collector and the revenue. He associated 
with himself one Robertson, and other two 
idle young men, whom, having been con* 
cemed in the same illicit trade, he persua- 
ded to view the transaction in the same 
justifiable light in which he himself consi- 
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flidered it. They watched the motions of 
the Collector ; they broke forcibly into the 
bouse where he lodged,*-* Wilson, with two 
of his associates, entering the Collector's 
apartment, while Robertson, the fourth, 
kept watch at the door with a drawn cutlass 
in his hand. The officer of the custops, 
conceiving his life in danger, escaped out 
of his bed-room window, and fled in his 
diirt, so that the plunderers, with much 
ease, possessed themselves of about two 
hundred pounds of public money. Tliis . 
robbery was committed in a very auda* 
cious manner, for several persons were 
passing in the street at the time. But Ro- 
bertson, representing the noise tliey heard 
as a dispute or fray betwixt the Collector 
and the people of the bouse, the worthy ci- 
tizens of Pittenweem felt themselves no 
way called on to interfere in behalf of the 
obnoxious revenue officer; so, satisfying; 
themselves with this very superficial ac- 
count of the matter, like the Levite in the 
parable, they passed on the opposite side of 

1 
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the way. An alarm was at length given, mi. 
litary were called in, the depredators were 
pursued, the booty recovered, and Wilson 
and Robertson tried and condemned to 
death, chiefly on the evidence of aa accom#- 
plice^ 

Many thought, that in consideration of 
the men's erroneous opinion of the nature 
of the action they had committed, justice 
might have been satisfied with a less for- 
feiture than that of two lives. On the 
other hand, from the audacity of the fact^ 
a severe example was judged necessary, 
and such was the opinion of the govern^ 
ment. When it became 24>pafent that the 
sentence of death was to be executed, files 
and other implements necessary for their 
escape, were transmitted secretly to the 
culprits by a friend ffpm without. By 
these mesms they sawed a bar out of one 
of the prison^ windows, and might have 
made their escape, but fbr the obstinacy of 
Wilson, who, as he was daringly resolute^ 
was doggedly pertinacioua of his opinion. 
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His comrade, Robertson, a young and slen- 
der man^ proposed to n>ake the experiment 
of passing the foremost through the gap 
tbey had made, and enlarging it from the 
outside, if necessary, to allow Wilson free 
passage. Wilson, however, insisted oa ma^ 
king the first experiment, and being a ro- 
bust and lusty man, he not only found it 
impossible to get through betwixt the bars, 
but, by his struggles^ he jammed himself 
80 fast, that he was unable to draw bis 
body back again. In these circumstances 
discovery became unavoidable, and suffi- 
cient precautions were taken by the gaol- 
er to prevent any repetition of the same 
attempt. Robertson uttered not a word 
of reflection on his companion for the con- 
sequences of his obstinacy ; but it appeared 
from the sequel, that Wilson's mind was 
deeply impressed with the recollection, 
that, but for him, his comrade, over whose 
mind he exercised considerable influence^ 
would not have engaged in the criminal 
enterprise which had terminated thus &. 

4 
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tally ; and that now he had become his de- 
stroyer a second time, since, but for his ob« 
stinacy, Robertson might have effected his 
escape. Minds like Wilson's, even when ex^ 
ercised in evil practices, sometimes retain 
the power of thinking and resolving with 
enthusiastic generosity* His whole mind 
was now bent on the possibility of saving 
Robertson's life, without the least respect 
to his own. The resolution which he adopt* 
ed, and the manner in which he carried it 
into effect, were striking and unusual. 

Adjacent t6 the tolbootli or city gaol of 
Edinburgh, is one of three churches into 
which the cathedral of St Giles is now di- 
vided, called, from its vicinity, the Tol* 
booth Church. It was the custom, that 
criminals under sentence of death were 
brought to this church, with a sufficient 
guard, to hear and join in public worship 
on the Sabbath before execution. It was 
supposed that the hearts of these unfortu- 
nate , persons^ however hardened before 
against feelings of devotion, could not but 
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be accemfale to tbem upon tinittiig their 
thoughts and voices, for the last time, along 
with their fellow-mortals, in addressing their 
Creator. And to the rest of the congrega- 
tion, it was thought it could not but be im* 
pressive and affecting, to find their devo* 
tions mingling with those, who^ sent by the 
doom of an earthly tribunal to appear where 
the whole earth is judged, might be consU 
dered as beings trembUng on the verge of 
eternity. The practice, however edifying, 
has been discontinued since the incident 
we are about to detail. 

The clergyman, whose duty it was to 
officiate in the Tolbooth Church, had con* 
eluded an affecting discourse, part of which 
was particularly directed to the unfortu* 
nate . men, Wilson and Robertson, who 
were in the pew set apart for the persons 
in their unhappy situation, each secured 
betwixt two soldiers of the city guard. 
The clergyman had reminded them, that 
the next congregation they must join would 
be that of the just, or of the unjust : that 
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the psalms they now heard must be ex^ 
changed, in the space of two brief days^^ 
for eternal hallekyahs, or eternal lamenta*^ 
tions; and that this fearful alternative^ 
must depend upon the state to which 
they might be able . to bring their; mind& 
before the moment of a^rful preparation : 
that they should not de3pair on account of 
the suddenness of the summons, but rather 
to feel this comfort in their misery, that> 
though all who now lifted the vpice, ox: 
bent the knee in conjunction with them,, 
lay under the same sentence of certain 
death, they only had the advantage^ of 
knowing the precise moment at which it 
should be executed upon them. ^* There- 
fi^re/' urged the good man, his voice treitpi* 
bling with emotion, " redeem the timeif 
my unhappy brethpen, which is yet left, 
atid remember, that,, with the grace of 
Him to whom space and time are but a& 
nothing, salvation may yet be assured^ 
even in the pittance of delay which the 
laws of your country aflford you." 



Robertson was observed to weep at these 
words ; but Wilsoa seemed a» one whose 
brain had not entirely received their mean* 
ingy or whose thoughts were deeply ioi* 
pressed with some diflPerent subject f-—»aa 
ex{)ressi6n so natural to a peesoa in hk si« 
tuation^ that it excited neither suspicion nor 
surprise. 

The benediction was pronounced as usu» 
aly and the congregation was dismissed* 
many lingering to indulge their curiosity 
with a more fixed look at the two crimi^ 
nais^ who now, as well as their guards, rose 
up, as if to depart when the crowd should 
permit them; A murmur of compassion 
was heard to pervade the spectatoi», the 
more general, perhaps, on account of the^ 
alleviating circumstances of the case; when 
all at once, Wilson, who, we have noticed, 
was a very strong man, seized two of the 
sddiers,. one witb each hand, and calling 
at the same time to his companion^ << Run, 
Geordie, run !" threw himself on a third, 
and fastened hia teeth on the collar of his 
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coat * Robertson stood for a second as if 
thunderstruck, and unable to avail himself 
of the opportunity of escape ; but the cry 
of *' Run» run," being echoed from many 
around, whose feelings surprised them intO' 
a very natural interest ia his behalf, he 
shook off the grasp of the remaining sol. 
dier, threw himself over the pew, mixed 
with the dispersing congregation, none of 
whom felt imsUned to stop a pow wretch 
taking this last chance for his life, gained 
the door of the church, and was lost to all 
pursuit. 

The generous intrepidity which Wilson 
had displayed on this occasion augmented 
the feeling of compassion which attended 
his fate. The public, where their own pre. 
judices are not concerned, are easily en-^ 
gaged on the side of disinterestedness and 
humanity^ admired Wilson's behaviour, and 
rejoiced in Robertson's escape. This ge« 
neral feeling was so great, that it excited a 
vague report that Wilson would be rescued 
at the place of execution, either by the 
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mob^ or by sonde of his old associates^ or 
by some second extraordinary and unex« 
pected exertion of strength and. courage 
on his own part The magistrates thought 
it their duty to provide against the possibi* 
lity of disturbance. They ordered out, for 
protection of the execution of the sentence^ 
the greater part of their own City Guard, 
under the command of Captain Porteous, a 
man whose name became too memorable 
from the melancholy circumstances of the 
day and subsequent events. It may be ne- 
cessary to say a word about this person, and 
the corps which he commanded. But the 
subject is of importance sufficient to de- 
serve another chapter. 
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CHAPTER rir. 

And thouy great god of aqua-vitae I 
Wha swajrs the empire of this city^ 
(When fou we^re sometimes capernoity,) 

Be thou prepared, 
To save us frae tluit black banditti, - 

The City Guard ! 

Ferguson's Bqft Days. 

Captain John Poat£Ous) a name me- 
morable IB the traditioBS of Edinburgh, as- 
well as in the records of criminal jurjspru-- 
dence, was the son of a citizen of Edin^- 
burgh, who endeavoured to breed him up 
to his own mechanical trade. The youth, 
however, had a wild and irreclaimable pro- 
pensity to dissipation, which finally sent 
him to serve -in the corps long maintained 
in the service of the States of Holland, and 
called the Scotcb*Dutch. Here he learned 
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military discjplioe; and, returning afler- 
wards, in the coutsedf an idle and wan- 
dering life, to his native city, his services 
were required by the magistrates of £din« 
burgh in the disturbed y^r 1715, for dis* 
ciplining their City Guard, in which he 
shortly afterwards received a captain's com- 
mission. It was only by his military skill, 
and an alert and resolute character, that 
be merited thisf^omotion, for he is said te 
have been a man of profligate habits, an 
unnatural son, and a brutal husband. He 
was, however, useful in his station, and his 
harsh and fierce habits rendered liim for- 
midable to rioters or disturbers of the pub- 
lie peace. 

The corps in which heheld' his command 
is, or perhaps we should rather say was, a 
body of about one hundred and twenty sol- 
diers, divided into three companies, and re- 
gularly armed, clothed, and embodied. It 
Was chiefly veterans who enlisted in this 
corps, having the benefit of working at their 
trades when they were off duty. These men 
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had the cbarge of preserving public order^ 
repre^stfig liots and street robberies, and at- 
tending on all public occasions where con- 
fosion or popular disturbance might be ex« 
pected. Poor Ferguson, ^ose irregularis 
ties sometimes led him into unpleasant ren- 
contres mth these military conservfitors of 
public order, and who mentions them so 
often that he may be termed their poet lau- 
reate, thus admonishes his readers, warmid 
doubtless by his own experience : 



'< Gude folk, as ye come frae the 
Bide yont frae this black squad ; 

There's nae sic savages elsewhere 
Allowed to wear cockad.** 



In fact, the soldiers of the Cily Guard, 
being, as we have said, in general discharged 
veterans, who had strength enough remain- 
ing for this municipal duty, and being, 
moreover, in general Highlanders, were 
neither by birth, education, or former ha* 
bits, trained to endure with much pa- 
tience the ' insults of the rabUe, or the 
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provoking petuknce of truant schoolboys, 
and idle debauchees of all descriptions, 
with whom their occupation brought them 
into contact. On the contrary, the tern* 
pers of the poor old feUows were soured 
hy the indignities with which the mob dis- 
tinguished them, on many occasions, and 
frequently might have required the sooth- 
ing strains of the poet we have just <pioted— 

" O Boldiersl ibr your ain dear takes. 

For Scotland's love, the Land o' Cakes, 
Gie not her bairns sic deadly paiks. 

Nor be sae rude, 
Wr firelock or JLochaber axe, 

As spili their bluUI r 

On all occasions when hoUday licenses 
some riot and irregularity,' a skirmish with 
these veterans was a favourite recreation 
with the cabfaJe of Edinburgh. These 
pages may perhaps see the light when 
many have in fresh recollection such on- 
sets as we allude to. But the venerable 
corpSt with whom the. contention was heldj 
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may now be considered as totally extinct* 
Oi*late the gradual diminution of these ci- 
vic, soldiers reminds one of the abatement 
t)f King Lear's hundred knights. The 
edicts of each succeeding set of magis- 
trates have, like tliose of Ooneril and 
Regan, diminished this venerable band 
with the similar, question, ** What need we 
five*and-twenty ?— -ten ?— or five ?" And it 
is now nearly come to, " What need one ?• 
A spectre may indeed, here and there still 
be seen of an did grey4ieaded and grey- 
bearded Highlander, with war-worn fea- 
tures, but bent double by age ; dressed in 
an old-fashioned cocked-hat, bound with 
white tape instead of silver lace ; and in 
coat waistcoat and breeches of a muddy- 
cdoured red, bearing in his withered hand 
an ancient weapon, called a Lochaber-axe, 
a long pole namely, with an axe at the 
extremity and a hook at the back of the 
hatchet. Such a phantom of former days 
still creeps, I have been infoimed, round 
the statue of Charles the Second, in the 
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Parliament- Square/ as if the image of a 
Stuart were the last refuge for any me- 
morial of our ancient manners ; and one 
or two others are supposed to glide around 
tiie door of the guard-house assigned to 
them in the Luckenbooths^ when their 
ancient refuge in the High-street was laid 
low. But the fate of manuscripts bequeath- 
ed to friends and executors is so uncer-^ 
tain^ that the narrative containing these 
frail memorials of the old Town-Guard 
of Edinburgh, who> with their grim and 
vsdiant corporal, John Dhu, (the fiercest 
looking fellow I ever saw,) were, in my 
boyhood, the alternate terror and derision 
of the petulant brood of the High School^ 
may perhaps only come to light when all 
memory of the institution has ^ed away, 
and then serve as an illustration of Ka/s 
caricatures, who has preserved the features 
of some of their heroes. In the preceding 
generation, when there was a perpetual 
alarm for tihe plots and activity of the Ja- 
colrites, some pains was taken by the - ma* 

TOL* I. J} 
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gistrates of Edinburgh to<keep this corpse 
though composed always of such> materials 
as we have noticed^ in a more effective state 
than was after wards judged necessary, when 
their mostdangerous service was to skirmish 
with the rabble on. the king's ^irth-day^ 
They were, therefbre/^more *the objects of 
hatred, and less that of scorn,' than they 
were afterwards accounted. 
^ To Captain Jt)hn Porteous, the honour 
of his command and of his corps seems to 
have been a matter of high interest and im- 
portance. He was exceedingly incensed 
against Wilson for the affront which he con-! 
strued him to have put upon his soldiers, 
in the eSSovt he made for the liberation c^ 
his companion, ^nd^expressed himself most 
ardently on the subject. He was no less 
indignant at the report, that there was an 
intension to rescue Wilson himself from the 
gallows, and uttered many threats and in^ 
precations upon that subject, which were 
afterwards remembered to his disadvantage. 
In fact, if a good deal of determination and 
promptitude rendered Porteous, in one re* 
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spect, fit to command guards designed to 
suppress popular commotion, he seems, on 
the other, to have been disqualified for a 
charge so delicate, by a' hot and surly tem- 
per, always too ready to come to blows 
and violence ; a character void of principle ; 
and a disposition to regard the rabble, whd 
seldom failed to regale him and his soldiers 
with some marks of their displeasure, as 
declared enemies, upon whom it was na- 
tural and justifiable that he should seek op- 
portunities of vengeance. Being, however^ 
the most active and trust-worthy among 
the captains of the City <xuard, he was 
the person td whom the magistrates entrust* 
ed the command of the soldiers appointed 
to keep the peace at the time of Wilson's 
execution. He was ordered to guard the 
gallows and sci^ld, with about eighty 
men, all the disposable force that could be 
spared for that duty. 

But the magistrates took farther precau- 
tions, which afiected Porteous's pride very 
deeply. They requested the assistance of 
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part of a regular iofaottry regiment^ oat to 
attend upon the execution, but to remain 
drawn up upon the pj?incipal str^t of the 
city, during the time that it went forward, 
in wder to intimidate the muHitudet in 
case they should he disposed to be unruly, 
with a display of force which could not be 
resisted without desperation. It may sound 
ridiculous in our ears, considering the fallen 
state of this ancient civic corps, that its of« 
ficer should have felt punctiliously jealous 
of its honour. Yet so it was. Captain For* 
teo.us resented, as an indignity, the fetching 
the Welsh fusileers within the city, and into 
a street where no drum&but his own wier e al- 
lowed to be (Struck, without the special com^ 
mand or permission of the magistrates. As 
he could not show his ill humour to hia pa«. 
trons the magistratesi, it increased his in- 
dignation and bis. desire to be revenged 01% 
the unfortunate criminal Wilson, and ail 
wh/P favoured hhn. These internal emo- 
tions o/'jealoi^y and rage wrought a change 
on the f»aa's mien and bearings visible to all 
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who ^w him on the fatal morning when 
WilfibQ was appointed to suffer. Porteous's 
ordinary appearance was rather favourable* 
He v/Bs about the middle size, stout^ and 
well made, having a military air, and yet 
rather a gentie and mild countenance. . His 
complexion was brown, his face somewhat 
fretted with the scars of the smali-pox, his 
eyes rather languid than keen or fierce. 
On the present occasion^ however, it seem* 
^d.to thote who saw him as if he were agi- 
tated by SDiiiie evil demon. Hib step was 
irregular, his voice hollow and broken, his 
countenance pale, his eyes staring and wild, 
his speech imperfect and conflised, and hid 
yfhcAe appearance so disordered, thisit many 
remarked he seemed to be^^, a Scottish 
expression, meaning the state of those who 
are driven on to their impending fate by the 
strong impulse of some irresistible necessity. 
One part of his conduct was truly diabo- 
lical, i:i; indeed, it has not been exaggerated 
by the general j^rejodice entertained against 
his memory. When Wilson, the unhappy 
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criminal^ was delivered to him by the keeper 
of the prison, in order that he might be 
ponducted to the place of execution, Por-^ 
teous, not satisfied with' the usual precau- 
tions to prevent escape, ordered him to be 
manacled. This might be justifiable from 
the character and bodily strength of the 
malefaetor, as well as from the apprehen- 
sions so generally entertained of ah expects 
ed rescue. But the handcuffi which were 
produced being found too small for the 
wrists of a man so big-boned as Wilson, 
Porteous in*oceeded with his own hands, 
and by great exertion of strength, to force 
them till they clasped together, to the ex- 
quisite torture of the unhappy criminaK 
Wilson remonstrated against such barba- 
rous usage, declaring that the pain^distract*^ 
ed his thoughts from the subjects of .medi^ 
tation proper to his unhappy condition. 

^^ It signifies little," replied Captain Por- 
teous ; << your pain will be soon at an end."^: 

" Your cruelty is great," answered the 
sufferer. " You know not how soon you 
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yourself may have occasion to ask the mer* 
cy; which you are now refusing to a fellow 
creature. May Gpod forgive you/' 

These words, long afterwards quoted and 
rememberedt were all that passed between 
Porteous and his prisoner; but as they 
took air, and became known to the people, 
they greatly increased the popular com pas* 
sion for Wilson,- and excited a proportion>^ 
ate degree of indignation against Pop* 
teous ; against whom, as strict, and even 
violent in the discharge of his unpopular 
office, the common people had some real, 
and many imaginary causes of complaint. ' 

When the painful procession was compla*- 
ted, and Wilson, with the escort, had arri-^ 
ved at the scaffold in the Grassmarket, there 
appeared no* signs of that attempt to rescue 
him which had occasioned such precautipns. 
The multitude, in general, lo#ked on with 
deeper interest than at . ordinary execu- 
tions ; and there might be seen, on the 
countenances of many, a stern and indigo 
nant expression^ like that with which tlie 
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ancient Cameronians might be supposed to 
witness the executioh of their brethren, who 
glorified the covenant upon the same occa« 
sion^ and at the same spot. But there was 
no attempt at violence. Wilson himself 
seemed disposed to hasten over the space 
that divided time from eternity. The de* 
votions proper and usual on siich occasions 
were no sooner finished than he submitted 
to his fate» and the sentence of the law was 
executed. 

He had been suspended on the gibbet so 
long as to be totally deprived of life, when 
at once, as if occasioned by some newly- 
received impulse, there arose a tumult 
among the multitude. Many stones were 
thrown at Porteous and his guards ; some 
mischief was dooe ; and the mob continu« 
ed to press forward with whoops, shrieks, 
howls, and exclamations. A young fellow, 
with a sailor's cap slouched over his face, 
sprung on the scaffold, and cut the rope 
by which the criminal was suspended* 
Others approached to carry off the body. 
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either to secure for it a decent grave^ or to 
try, perhaps, some means of resuscitation. 
Captain Porteous was wrought by this ap. 
pearance of insurrection against his autho« 
rity into a rage so headlong as made hini 
forget, that, the sentence having been fully 
executed, it was his duty not to engage in 
hostilities with the misguided multitude^ 
but to draw oflT his men as fast as possible. 
He sprung from the scaffold, snatched a 
musket from 6ne of his soldiers, command*^ 
ed the party to give ijre, and, as several eye- 
witnesses concurred in swearing, set them 
the example by discharging his piece, and 
phooting a man dead on the spot- Several 
soldiers obeyed hi& command or followed 
his example ; six or seven people were slain, 
and a great many were hurt and wounded. 
After this act of violence, the Captain 
proceeded to withdraw his men towards 
their guard-house in the High*street. The 
inob were not so much intimidated as in* 
censed by what had been done. . They pur* 
(^ued the soldiers with execrations, accomn 

P 9 
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panied by vollies of stones. As they pressed 
pD thenii the rear-most soldiers turned, an(| 
again fired with fatal aim aad execution. It 
is not accurately known whether Forteous 
commanded this second act of violeiice{ 
but of course the odium of the whole tr^af 
sactions of the fatal day attached to him^ 
and to him alone. He arrived at the guards 
house, dismissed his soldiers, and went to 
make bis report to the magistrates concent 
ing the unfortunate events of the day. 

Apparently by this time Captain Fori* 
teous had begun to doubt the propriety of 
his own conduct, and the reception he met 
with from the magistrates was such as to 
make him still more anxious to gloss it over* 
He denied that be had given orders to fire ; 
he denied he. had fired with hiis own band \ 
be even produced the fusee which he carried 
as an officer for examination ; it was found 
still loaded. Of three cartridges which he 
W9S seen to put in his pouch that mornings 
twawere still there ; a white handkerchief 
was thrust into the muzzle of the piece^ and 
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returned imsoiled or blackened. To this it 
wad answered, that he had not used his own 
jpiece, but had been seen to take one from 
a soldier. Among the many who had been 
killed and wounded by the unhappy fire^ 
there were several of better rank ; for 
even the humanity of such soldiers as fired 
over the heads of thfe mere rabUe around 
the scaffold, proved in some ini^tances fa- 
tal to persons who were stationed in win- 
dows, or observed the melancholy scene 
from a distance. The voice of public in- 
dignation was loud and general ; and, ere 
men's temper had time to cool, the trial of 
Captaia Porteous took place before the 
High Court of Justiciary. After a long and 
patient hearing, the jury had the difficult 
•duty of balancing the p5sitive evidence of 
many persons, and those of respectability, 
who deposed positively to the prisoner^ 
commanding hi& soldiers to fire^ and hirn* 
self firing- his piece, of which some swore 
that they isaw the smoke and flash, and 
beheld a man drop at whom- it was pointcd». 
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with the negative testimony of others, whoy 
though well stationed for seemg what had 
passed, neither heard Porteous give orders 
to fire^ nor saw him fire himself; but, on 
the contrary, averred that the first shot was 
fired by k soldier who stood close by him* 
A great part of his defence was also found* 
ed on the turbulence of the mob, which 
witnesses, according to their feelings, their 
predilections, and their opportunities of ob- 
servation, represented difierently ; some de- 
scribing as a formidable riot, what others 
represented as a trifling disturbance, such 
as always used to take place cm the like oc- 
casions, when the executioner of the law, 
and the men commissioned to protect him 
in his task, were generally exposed to some 
indignities. The verdict of the jury suffi- 
ciently shews how the evidence preponde- 
rated in their minds. It declared that John 
Porteous fired a gun among the people as- 
sembled at the execution ; that he gave 
orders to his soldiers to fire, by which many 
persons were killed and wounded j but, at 
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the same time, that the prisoner and his 
guard had been wounded and beaten, by 
atones thrown at them by the, multitude. 
Upon this verdict, the Lords of Justiciary 
passed sentence of death against Captain 
John Porteousi adjudging him, in the com- 
mon form, to be hanged on a gibbet at the 
common place of execution, on Wednes- 
day, 8th September, 17S6, and all his move- 
able property to be forfeited to the king's 
use, according to the Scottish law in cases 
of wilful murder. 
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CHAPTER IIL 



^ The honr^t come, but not tbe man/' 

Kelpie. 



On tke day when the unhappy Porteous 
was expected to suffer the sentence of the 
law» the place of executioui extensive as it 
ist was crowded almost to suffocation. 
There was not a window in- all the lofty 
tenements around it» or in the steep and 
crooked street called tbe Bow, by which 
the fatal procession was to descend from 
the High-Street, which was not absolutely 
filled with spectators. The uncommon 
height and antique appearance of these 
houses, some of which were formerly the 
property of the Knights Templars, and the 
Knights of St John, and still exhibit on 
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their fronis ^nd gables the iron cross of 

these, orders, g^re additional efiect to a 

scene in itself so striking. The area of the 

Grassmarket resembled a huge dark lake 

or sea of human hetfds, in the centre of 

>vhich arose the fatal tree, tall, black, and 

ominous, from which dangled the deadly^ 

halter. Every object takes interest from its 

i^ses^ and associatiws, and the erect beam 

and empty noose, things so simple in them^ 

selves, became objeqts, on such an o^asion,. 

of terror and of solemn interest. 

Amid so numerous an assembly there was 
scarce a word spoken, s^ve in whispers. The. 
thirst of vengeance^ was in some degree al^ 
layed by its supposed certainty ; and even 
the populace, with deeper feeling, than they, 
are wont ta entertain,, suppressed all cla-/ 
morous exultation, and prepared to enjoy; 
the scene of retalis^tien in triumph, silent 
and decent, though stern and relentless. It : 
seemed as if the depth of their hatred to the . 
unfortunate criminal despised to display it« t 
self in any thing resembling the more noisy 
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current of their ordinary feelings* Had a 
stranger consulted only the evidence of his 
ears, he might have supposed that so vast a 
multitude were assembled for some purpose 
which affected them with the deepest sor- 
row, and stilled those noises which, upon all 
ordinary occasions^ arise from such a con? 
course ; but if he gazed upon their faceSj 
he would hav$ been instantly undeceived. 
The compressed lip, the bent brow, the 
stern and flashing eye of almost every one 
on whom he ga^ed, conveyed the expreiii* 
sion of men come to glut their ^ght with 
triumphant revenge^ It is probable that 
the appearance of the criminal mi^t have 
somewhat ohfinged the temper of the popu? 
lace in his favour, and thptt they might ii| 
the moment of death have forgiven the 
man against whom their resentment had 
been so fiercely heated. It had, however> 
been destined, that the mutability of their 
sentiments was not to be exposed to this 
trial. 
The usual hour for producing the crimi* 
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nal had been past for many minutesy yet 
the spectators observed no symptom of hit 
appearance. ^* Would they venture to de<> 
fraud public justice?" was the question 
which men began anxiously to ask at each 
other. The first answer in every case was 
bold and positive. ^ They dare not" Bufe 
when the point was &rtha canvassed, other 
opinions were entertained, and various cau^ 
ses of doubt were suggested. Porteous had 
been a fitvourite officer of the magistracy of 
the city, which, being a numerous and fluc^ 
tuating body, requires for its support a 
degree of energy in its functionaries, 
which the individuals who compose it can- 
not at all times alike be supposed to pos- 
sess in their own persons. It was remem* 
bered, that in the Information for Por- 
teous, (the paper, namely, in which his 
case was stated to the judges of the criminal 
court), he had been described by his coun« 
sel as the person on whom the magistrates 
chiefly relied in all emergencies of uncom** 
mon difficulty. It was argued too, that his 
conduct upon the unhappy occasion of 
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Wilson's execution, waf capable of being 
attributed to an imprudent excess of zeal 
in the execution of hi» duty, a motive for 
i^hich those under whose authority* he acbi 
ed might be supposed to have great sym* 
pathy. And ajs these considerations might 
move the magistrates to make a favourable 
representation of Porteous's case, there 
were not wanting others in the higher de-^ 
partments of government, which would 
make such suggestions favourably listened 
to« 

The mob of Edinburgh, when thorough^ 
ly excited, had been at all times one of the 
Strcest which could be found in Europe ; 
and? of late years they had risen repeatedly 
against the government, and sometimes 
not without success^ They were conscious, 
therefore, that they were no favourites with 
the rulers of the period, and that if Captain 
Porteous's violence was not altogether re* 
garded as good service, it might certainty 
be thought, that to visit it with a capital 
punishment would render it both delicate 
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and dangerous for future officers^ iii the 
same* circumstances^ to act. with efiect in 
repressing tumults^ There is also a natu« 
nd feelings on the part of all members of 
government^ for the general maintenance 
of authority ; and it seemed not uniikielyt 
that what to the relatives of the sufferers 
appeared a wanton and unprovoked m^s* 
sacre, should be otherwise viewed in the 
cabinet of St James's/ . It might be there 
supposed, that, upon the yihols matter; 
Captain Porteous was in the exercise of a 
trust del^ated to him by the lawful civil 
authority i that he had been assaulted by 
the populace, and several of his men hurt; 
and that, in finally repelling force by force, 
his conduct could be fairly imputed to no 
other motive than self-defence in the dis-i 
charge of his duty. 

These considerations^ of themselves very 
powerful, induced the spectators to appre<i 
bend the possibility of a reprieve; and to the 
various causes which might interest the ru« 
lers in his favour, the lower part of the rabble 
added one which was peculiarly well adapt- 
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ed to thjBir comprehension* It was averi*edt 
in order to increase the odium against Por« 
teouS) that while he repressed with the ut^ 
most severity the slightest excesses of the 
poor» he not only overlooked the Ucence 
of the yonng nobles and gentry, but was 
very willing to lend them the countenance 
of his official authority 9 in execution of such 
loose pranks as it was chiefly his duty to 
have restrained* This suspicion, which was 
perhaps much exaggerated, made a deep 
Ipppressipn on the minds of the. populace } 
and when several of the higher rank Joined 
in a petition, recommending Porteous to 
the mercy of the crown, it was generally 
supposed he owed their favour not to any 
conviction of the hardship of his case, but 
to tlie fear of losing a convenient accom<» 
plice- in their debaucheries. It is scarce 
necessary to say how much this suspicion 
fiUgmented the people's detestation of thia 
obnoxious criminal, as well as their fear 
of his escaping the sentence pronounpec) 
against him* 
While these arguments were stated and 
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replied to, and canvassed and supported, 
the hitherto dlent expectation of the peo^* 
pie became changed into that deep and 
agitating munnur* which iji sent forth by 
the oeean befbre the tempest begins to 
howl. The cmwded populace^ as if the 
motions had corresponded with the unsetp 
tied state of their minds, flijictuated to an4 
fto without any risible cause of impulse^ 
like the agitation of the Waters^ called by 
sailors, the ground-swelL The news, which 
the magistratea had almost hesitated to 
commun^ate to them, were at length an* 
QQunced, and spxead among the spectators 
with a rapidity like lightning.. A reprieve 
ffom the Secretary of State's office, under 
t]pbe hand of bis Grace the Duke of New« 
castle, had arrived, intimating the pleasure 
of Queea Caroline, (regent of the king- 
dom^ diUiFiog the absence of George II. on 
^ coottneat,) that the execution of the 
sentence of death pronounced against John 
Pofteousy late Captain-rUeateiiant of the 
City Guard of Edinburgh, present prisoner 

a 
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in the tolbooth of that city, be respited for 
six weeks from the time appointed for his 
execution. 

The assembled spectators, of almost aU 
degrees, whose minds had been wound up 
to the pitch which we haVe described, uU 
tered a groan, or rather a roar of indigna* 
tion and disappointed revenge, similar to 
that of a tyger from whom his meal has 
been rent by his keeper when he was just 
about to devour it. This fierce exclama'^ 
tion seemed to forebode some immediate 
explosion of popular resentment, and, in 
fact, such had been expected by the ma- 
gistrates, and the necessary measures had 
been taken to repress it. But the shout 
was. not repeated ; nor did any i^udden tu* 
mult ensue, siiich as it seemed to announce. 
The populace seemed to be ashamed of ha« 
ving expressed their disappointment in a 
vaiti clamour^ and the sound changed, not 
into the silence which had preceded the 
arrival of these stunning news, but into 
stifled mutterings, which each groupe main* 
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tamed among themselves, gnd which were 
blended into one deep and hoarse murmur 
which floated above the assembly. Yet still, 
though all expectation of the execution 
was over, the mob remiained assembled, 
stationary, as it Avere, through very resent- 
ment^ gazing on the .preparations for death, 
which had now. been made in vain, and 
stimulating their feelings, by recalling the 
various claims which Wilson might have 
had on royal mercy, from the mistaken 
motives on which he acted, as well .as from 
Uie.. generosity be had displayed towards 
his accomplice. ^^ This roan," they said,— 
<'.tbe brave, the resolute, the generous, wasf 
executed 4x) death itrithout mercy for osteal-, 
ing a purse of gold, which in some sense he 
might consider as a fair reprisal ; while the 
profligate satellite, who took advantage of a 
trifling tumult, inseparable from such oc« 
casion, to shed the blood of twenty of his 
fellow-citizens, is deemed a fitting object 
for: the exercise .of the.royal prerogative of 
mercy. Is this to Ije botne ?-«-would our 

4 
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&thers hare borne it ? Are not we, Kke 
them, ScotsmeD and burghers of Edin« 
burgh?'' 

The officers of justice began now to re- 
ipoye the 8caffi>ld, and other preparations 
which had been made for the execution, in 
hopes, by doing so» to accelerate the dis- 
persion of the multitude. The measure 
had the desired effect ; for no sooner had 
the fatal tree been unfixed from the large 
stone pedestal as socket in which it was 
secured, and sunk slowly down upon the 
wain intended to remove it to the place 
where it was usually deposited, than the 
populace, after giving vent to their &eK 
ings in a second shout of rage and mortifi- 
cation, began slowly to diverse to their 
usual abodes, and occupations. 

The windows were in like manner gnu 
dually deserted, and groupes of the mote 
decent class of citizens formed themselves, 
as if waiting to return homewards when 
the streets should be cleared of the rabUe* 
Contrary to what is frequently the case. 



A 
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ibia dewriptioa of persons agreed in gene« 
ral with the sentiments of their inferiors, 
and con^dered the cause as common to all 
Twdks, Indeed, as we have already noti^ 
eed, it was by no means amongst the low- 
est class of the spectators, or those most 
likely to be engaged in the riot at WiU 
son's execution, that the fatal fire of Por« 
teous'« soldiers had taken effect Several 
persons were killed who were looking, 
out at windows at the scene, who could 
not of course belong to the rioters, and 
were persons of decent rank and condi- 
tion. The burghers, therefore, resenting 
the loss which had fallen on their own 
body, 4ind proud wad tenacious of their 
fights, as the citizens of Edinburgh have 
at all timesf been, were greatly exasperated 
at the unexpected respite of Captain For- 
teous» 

It was noticed at the time, and afters 
wards more partici/larly remembered, that, 
whfle the mob were in the act of disper- 
mkg; several individuals were seen busily 

VOL. !• E 
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passing from one place and one groupe of 
people to. another^, remaining long with 
none, but whispering for a little time with 
those who appeared to be dpclainiing most 
violently against the conduct of govern- 
ment' These active agents had the ap- 
pearance of men fpom the country, and 
were generally supposed to be old friends 
and confederates of Wilson, whose minds 
were of course highly excited against For* 
teous. ) 

If, however, it was the intention of these 
men to stir the multitude to any sudden 
act of mutiny, it seemed for the time to be 
fruitless. The rabble, as well as the more 
decent part of the assembly, dispersed, and 
went home peaceably j and it was only by 
observing the moody discontent on their 
brows, or catching the tenor Qf the con- 
versation they held with each other, that a 
stranger could estimate the state of their 
minds. We will give the reader this ^d-^ 
vantage, by associating ourselves with one 
of the numerous groupes who were pain^ 
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fully ascending the steep declivity of the 
West Bow to return to their dwellings in 
the Lawn- Market. 

<< An Unco thing this, Mrs Howden," said 
old Peter Plumdamas to his neighbour the 
rouping-wife, or saleswoman, as he offered 
her his arm to assist her in the toilsome as- 
cent^ ^< to see the grit folk at Lunnon set 
their face against law and gospel, and let 
.loose sic a reprobate as Porteous upon a 
peaceable town." 

*VAnd to think o* the weary walk they 
hae gi'en us," answered Mrs Howden, with 
a groan ; ^' and sic a comfortable win- 
dow as I had gotten, too, just within a 
penny-stane-cast of the scaffold — I could 
hae heard every word the minister said^ — 
and to pay twalpetmies for my stand, and 
a' for naething !" 

" I am judging," said Mr Plumdamai, 
<« that this reprieve wadna stand gude in 
the auld Scots law, when the kingdom was 
a kingdom." 

*« I dinna ken muckle about the law,* 
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ian^wered Mh Howden ; ** but I4eD, when 
Ve had a' king, and a chancdlor, and par- 
liament-m^n cf oar ain, we could aye pfee- 
ble them wi' stanes when they Were na gude 
bairm-^But naebod/s hails can reach the 
length o' Lunnon.'' 

** Weary on Lunnon, antd' a' (hat e'er 
came out cPt!" said MissGrizell'Ddmahoy, 
an ancient seamstress ; ** they hae ta*en 
dwa' our parlislnieht, and they^haeoppriess. 
ed our trade. Our gentles will hardly al- 
low that a Scots rieeBle can sew ruffles on a 
^arK/ or lace on ^an owerlay.*' 

'«« Ye may say -that— 'Miss -Danlahoy and 
I ken o' them that hae gotten raisins frae 
l/unnon by forpits at ance,** responded 
Tlumdamas y " and then sic an host of idle 
English gaugers and excisemen as hae come 
down to vex and torment us; that an honest 
man canna fetch sae mucklead a bit^an'ker 
*o' 'brandy frae Leilh to the Lawn^Markef, 
but he's like to be rubbit o' the very gudes 
he's bought and paid for. — Weel, I winna 
justify AtidVewWilSdn for pitting hands on 
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what wa$na^ his ; but if he took nae maic 
than his aiq, there's aq awfu'^ difference be* 
tween that. and the fskct th^ this man standi 
for." \ 

<< If ye s|)eajh; about the law/' said Mrs^ 
Howden^. ** here comqs Mjr Saddletriee, thajt 
can settle ifa a/si weel as ony qo the; bqnch." 

The party ^e* m^Ationedi a.grave elder- 
ly per)si0Qi witha.&iupQrb periwig>, dressed in 
a dfiQent.suit of sad-fCploured, qlQthes^ ^ame 
up as she spoke^ and court^pasly gaye hi% 

aria?tp MissGHzeU DamahQy* 

It niay be necQs^ry tp fnention, that Mr 
Bai;tolme: Saddletree kept an excellent and; 
highly^estpemed. shop for ha^rie^Si saddles, 
&€• &q. at the sign of the Gol^l^q Nag», 
s^t the hetad of BessrWynd. His genius,, 
however^ (as he himself and mpst of his 
neighbours concaiMed,) lay towards the 
weightier matters of the law, and hf^ failed 
not is^ give frequent attendance upon the 
pleadings and argument of the lawyers 
and judges in the neighbou;:ing square,, 
wbecet to. say the jtwjfchi he waa ofte»«r to 

V' '*•«* -*<^'^ 
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be found than would have consisted with 
his own emolument ; but that bis wife, an 
active pains-taking person, could, in his 
absence, make an admirable shift to pleas6 
the customers and scold the journeymen. 
This good lady was in the habit of letling^ 
her husband take his way, and go on im« 
proving his stock of legal knowledge with, 
out interruption, but, as if in requital, 
she insisted upon having her own will in 
the domestic and commercial departments 
which he abandoned to her. Now, as Bar- 
toline Saddletree had a considerable gift 
of words, which he mistook for eloquence, 
and conferred more liberally upon the 
society in which he lived than was at all 
times gracious and acceptable, there went 
forth a saying, with which wags used 
sometimes to inteitupt his rhetoric, that, 
as he had a goldeii nag at his door, so 
he had a grey mare in his shop. This re-, 
proach induced Mr Saddletree, upon all 
occasions, to assume rather a haughty and 
stately tone towards his good woiiian,^ a 
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circumstance by which she seemed ver^ 
little affected, unless wheb he attempted to 
exercise anj real authority, when she neref 
failed to fly into open rebellion. But sucb 
extremes Bartoline seldom provoked ; for^ 
like the gentle Ktng Jamie, he was fonder 
of talking of authority than really exercii- ' 
sing it. . This turn of . mind 'was, on the ' 
whole, lucky for him; since his substance 
was increased without any trouble on his 
part, or any interruption of his favourite * 
itudies. 

This word in explanation has been 
thrown in to the reader, while Saddletree 
was laying down, with great precision, the 
law upon Porteous*s ease, by which he ar- 
rived at this conclusion, that, if Porteous 
had fired five minutes sooner, before Wil- 
son was cut down, he would have been 
wersans in Ucito^ engaged, that is, in a law- 
ful act, and only liable to be punished 
propter excessum^ or for lack of discretion, 
which might have mitigated the punish- 
ment to pcena orditmria. 



\ 
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*< Discretion T echb^ Mi's Hoinrden^' on 
whom it may Wdl be suppoiled the fine- 
ntes of this distinction was entirely thrown 
away,**-" whan had Jock Porteous either 
grace, discretion, or gud6 manners?*^! 
mind when his father" ' ■ ■ 
<< But, Mrs Howden/? said Saddletree ■ ■ ■ 
^« And I," ttaid Mtss^Daffiahoy, ** mind 
when his niotfaer"-^ 
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" Miss Damahoy," oitreatbd ike interim 
rupted oratbr-«*^-^ 

<^ And I," said Plumdamas^ ^ mind wtien 
Us i^ife**— — 

" Mr HumdamaS'-^MTS' Howden-^^Miss- 
D&mahdy," again imj^lored th^ oratdr,^^^ 
*^ mind the distinction^ as Gofunseilor Cross^ 
myloof says--^ I,' says he, ^ take a distinc*' 
tibn.' Now, the body of the criminal being 
cut down, and the execution ended. For* 
teous was no kmger official ; the act which 
he came to protect and guard being done 
and endedi he was no better thao emm em 

'^ Q»fV^-^mm, Mr Saddletree, craviog 
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your pardon," said (with a prolonged eni> 
pba^ on the fir&t syllable) Mr ^Qutljer, th^ 
deputy scboolQi^ater of a parish neaj^ £^in? 
burgh, who at that moment caijoe up be* 
hijod theJB as the f^lse L^tin was utteired. 

<< What signifies i^tenqpting me^ Mr 
Butler ?-^but I am glad to see ye i;iotw>ith« 
stauding-p-I speak after Counsellor Cross* 
myloof, and he said euvots^ 

<^ If Counsellor Crosspyloof u$ed the 
dative for the nomina^tivei I would liave 
crossed ^i^ loof with a tight leathern str^p, . 
Mr Saddletree"; there is not a boy on the 
booby form but should have b^en s|cou|pg^d 
for such a 8ple<;ism iq grammar^" 

** I. speak J^tin til^e ^ Jftwyef,,Mr B^t.~ 
ler^ and not UK^ a schoolmaster," retorted 

Saddletree* • ^ 

« Scjjrce lik^ ^ schooUbpy^ I thinks- 're- 
joiiled Butkr, 

" It matters UttW 8aid BartpUne; "all 
I mean to say is, that Porteous has become 
liable tp the 'g^oena ^sctm ordinem, pr capital 
punishment ; which i^ to say, in pl^jni^icptch, , 

£ 2 
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the gallows, simply because he did not fire 
when he was in office, but waited till the 
body was cut down, the execution whilk 
he had in charge to guard implemented, 
and he himself exonered of the public 
trust imposed on him*" 

" But, Mr Saddletree,'' said Flumdamas, 
** do ye really think John Porteous's case 
wad hae been better if he had begun firing 
before ony stanes were flung at a'?" 

** Indeed do I, neighbour Plumdamas," 
replied Bartoline, confidently, " he being 
then in point of trust and in point of 
power, the execution being but inchoat, or, 
at least, not implemented, or finally ended ; 
but after Wilson was cut down it was a' 
ower — ^he was clean exauctorate, and had 
nae mair ado^but to get awa' wi' his guard 
up this West Bow as fast as if there had been 
a caption after him — And this i^ law, for I 
heard it laid down by Lord Vincovincen* 
tem/' 

" Vincovincentem ?— Is he a lord of state, 
er a lord of seat f ' enquired Mrs Howden. 
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•• A lord of seat — a lord of session.— I 
hsh mysell little wi' lords o* state j they 
vex me wi' a wheen idle questions about 
their saddles/ and curpels, and holsters, and 
horse-furniture, and what theyll cost, and 
whan they'll be ready — 9, wheen gallopping 
geese — my wife may serve the like o' them." 

•*^And so might she, in her day, hae 
served the best lord in the land, for as little 
as ye think o* her, Mr Saddletree," said Mrs 
Howden, somewhat indignant at the con* 
temptuous way in which her gossip was men« 
tioned ; •* when she and I were twa gilpies, 
we little thought to hae sitten doun wi' the 
like o'my auld Davie Howden, or you either, 
Mr Saddletree." 

While Saddletree, who was not bright at 
a reply, was cudgelling his brains for ah 
smswer to this home-thrust. Miss Damahoy 
broke in on him. 

*• And as for the lords of state,'' said Miss 
Damahoy, ** ye suld mind the riding o' the 
parliament, Mr Saddletree, in the gude 
auld time before the Union, — a year's rent 
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6* many a gude estffte gaed for horse-grsthh 
afid harnessing) forbye broidered robes and 
foot-Afisuides, that wad hae stude by tbetr 
lane wi' gdld brocade, and t|iat were nioe* 
kle in my ain line/' 

«* Ay, and then the kisty batiquetting, 
with sweet^ifneats and comfits wet and diy, 
and dried fruits of divers sorts," said Plum- 
.damas. ^* But Scotland was Scotland in 
these days." 

" ril tell ye what it is, neighbours," said 
MrsHowden, " I'll ne'er believe Scotland is 
Scotland ony mair, if our kindly Scots sifc 
doun with the affront they hae gi'en tis thii^ 
day, It's^ not only tlie bkide ihs^Uis shed, 
but the blude that might hae been shed> 
that's I'equired at our hands' ; there was ny 
daughter's wean, little Eppie Daidle«-^my 
oe, ye ken, Miss Grizel-^had plaid the tro^ 
ant frae the school, as bairns will do, ye 
ken, Mr Butlet" — - 

" And for which," interjected Mr Butler,* 
«< they should be soundly scourged by tbetr 
well-wishers." 



■ '^ Afid had just cruppin ta the gallowA^ 
foot to see the hangings as was natural for % 
vean ; and what for nr%bt n» abe hae befen 
ihot as weel as the rest a' them, aad where 
wad we a* hae been then ? I wonder ho^ 
Queen Carline (if her name be Cariine)^ 
wad bae liked to hae had ane o' her atb 
bairns in sic a venture ?' 

** Report says," answered Butler, ^' that 
such a circumstance would not have dis* 
tressed her majesty beyond endurance,'' 

^« Aweel," said Mrs Howde», " the sum o' 
thei^naatter is» that, were I a man, I wad hae 
ameikb o' Jock Porteousi be the upsbt^ 
what likeo^t, if a' the caries and carlines id 
England bad sworn to the nay-say." 

^ I wouki claw down the tolbooth door 
w? my nails,'^ said Mrs Grizel, ♦* but I wad 
be at him/* 

«« Ye may be very rights ladies," said 
Butler, " but I would not advise you to 
speak so loud." 

" Speak !" exclaiined both the ladies to- 
gether, " there will be naetbing else spo- 
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ken about frae the Weigh-hbuse to the Wa» 
ter-porty till this is either ended or mended.'* 
The females now departed to their respec* 
tive places of abode. Plumdamas joined 
the other two gentlemen in taking their 
meridian (a bumper^dram of brandy), as 
they passed the well-known low-browed 
shop in the L9wn-Market, where they were 
wont to take that refreshment. Mr Plum- 
damas then departed towards his shop, and 
Mr Butler, who happened to have some par- 
ticular occasion for the rein of an old bridle, 
(the truants of that busy day could have an- 
ticipated its application,) walked down the 
Lawn-market with Mr Saddletree, each talk- 
kig as he could get a word thrust in, the one 
on the laws of Scotland, the other on those 
of syntax, and neither listening to a word 
which his. companion uttered. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

Elswhair he oolde right weel Jay down the law^ 
But in his house was meke as is a daw. 

Davie Lindsay. 

" There has been Jock Driver the car- 
rier here, speering about his new graith,*' 
said Mrs Saddletree to her husband, as he 
crossed his threshold, not with the purpose 
by any means of consulting him upon his 
own afiairs, but merely to intimate, by a 
gentle recapitulation, how much duty she 
had ^ne through in his absence. 

*• Weel," replied Bartoline, and deigned' 
not a word more. 

<< And the laird of Girdingburst has had 
his running* footman here, and ca'd himsell 
(he's a civil pleasant young gentleman)^ to 
see when the broider^d saddle-cloth for his 
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sorrel horse will be ready, for he wants it 
agane the Kelso races." 

** Weel» aweel," replied Bartoline, as la- 
conically as before. 

** And his lordship, the Earl of Blazon-^ 
bury, Lord Flash and B!kime^ is like to be 
clean daft, that the harness for the six 
Flandeirs mares, w? the crests, coronets^ 
housings, and mountings conform, are no 
sent hame according to promise gi'en.** 

" Weel, weel, weel— weel, weel, gude-, 
wife," aaid Saddletree, « if he gang* daft, 
we'U hae him cognosced->^it's a' very.vreel/' 

<< It's weel that 3^ think saQ, Mr Saddle^ 
tree," answered his helpmate, rather nettled 
at the indiifereace with which her repc^i^ 
wa& received} ^^ there's mony ane wad hae 
thought themselves affronted, if sae mony 
Cpstomers had caad and naebody to answer 
them but women-folk, for a' the lad3 wer.9^ 
aff sae suije as your back was turned to aee 
Porteous banged, that might be counted 
upon i and sae, you no being at hanje"— ~.a 
^ Hout0i Mr9 Saddletreei" said B»rt;£4iaeii 
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with ail air of consequence, <* dinna deave 
me wi' your nonsense; I was under the 
necessity of being elsewhere — jwh ommor^^ 
as Mr Crossmyloof said, whafi he was calk 
ed by two macers at once, nonjomma possum 
mus^-^-pemmua'-'-^pasdmia'-^l ken our law- 
latin ofiends Mir Butler^ ears, but it meanst 
naebody, an' it were the Lord President 
himsell, can do twa turns at ance^" 

" Very right, Mr Saddletree," anawered; 
his careful helpmate^ with a sarcastic smilen. 
^ ^id nae doubt it'sa decent thing to leave 
your wife to look after young gentleman'a 
sfiddles and bridles^ whem ye gang to sea^ 
a man, that never did ye nae ill, raxii^ a» 
hdter.'* 

<^ Woman,;' said Saddletrep^ assuming an. 
etavfiited tone, to which the meridian had. 
soaewhat contributed^ *^ dest8t,-<«i->I say for^ 
hear from intronutting with affairs thoa 
can^st not; understand. D'ye think I waa 
born to dt here broggjng an elshin through 
bend leather^, when sie mep as Duncan For« 
bes, and that other Axnistpo. chield then^ 
without muckle greater p^ts« if ^ diose^ 
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fiead speak true, than inysell» maun be pre« 
sidents and king's advocates nae doubt^ and 
, wha but they ? Whereas, were favour equal- 
ly distribute, as in the days of the wight 
Wallace" 

«* I ken naething we wad hae gotten by 
the wight Wallace," said Mrs Saddletree, 
<< unless, as I hae heard the auld folk telV 
they fought in thae days wi' bend-leather^ 
guns, and then it's a chance but what if he 
bought them, he might forget to pay for 
them. And as for the greatness of your 
parts, Bartley, the folk in the close-head 
maun ken mair about them than I do, if 
they make sic a repwt of them." 

" I tell ye, woman,* said Saddletree, in 
high dudgeon, <^ that ye ken naething 
about these matters. In Sir WilHam WaU 
lace's days, there was nae man pinned 
down to sic a slavish wark as a Sadler's, for 
they got ony leather graith that they had 
use for ready-made out of Holland." 

" Well," said Butler, who was, like many 
of his profession, something of an humour- 
ist and dry joker, << if that be the case, 
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Mr Saddletree, I think we have changed 
for the better ; since we make our own har- 
ness, and only import our lawyer from 
Holland.^ 

" It's too true, Mr Butler,** answered 
Bartoline with a sigh ; ^^ if I had had the 
luck— or rather, if my father had had the 
sense to send me to Leyden and Utrecht 
to learn the Substitutes and Pandex'^ 

<<^ou mean the Institutes^ — ^Justinian^s 
Institutes, Mr Saddletree," said Butler. 

** Institutes and substitutes are synony- 
mous words, Mr Butler, and used indiffe« 
rently as such in deeds of tailzie, as you 
may see in Balfour's Fractiques, or Dallas 
of St Martina's Stiles. I understand these 
things pretty weel, I thank God j but I own 
I should have studied in Holland.'^ 

" To comfort you, you might pot have 
been farther forward than you now are, Mt 
Saddletree," replied Mt Butler ; ** for our 
Scottish advocates are an aristocratic race 
—Their brass is of the right Corinthian qua- 
lity, and Nan cuivis cantigit adire Cwinthum 
—aha, Mr Saddletree ?' 
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<< And aba^ Mr Butler,'' rejotaed 
liae, upon wbom^ a» may weU be supposed^ 
tiie jent wafi^ lost, and all but thq sound of 
the words, ^ ye said a gliff syne h was^^ 
fm^ and now I bei^d ye: say cuiw imth 
my ain ears|. sb plain as ever I b^fd a. word 
at the fore- bar.!* 

«< Give me your patiencei Mir Saddle^ 
tree, and 1*11 explain the discrepancy it) 
three words^" said Butler, as pedantic in his 
owm department, though wttih infinit^y. 
more judgment and learning, as Bartoline 
was in his self-assumed professjpn of the 
law--^^^ Give me ypur patience for s^ mor 
ment— You'll grant that tlie: nomina^ivi* 
ease is that by which a person or thing i$. 
nominated or designed^ and which may b^ 
called the primary case^ all others being, 
formed from it by alterations of the tesmi- 
9iitionr in thQ leainaed languages, and by 
fffepositions^ in our modern B^bjlonian. jar^ 
gons-*-You-ll grant; m^ that, I supppse, Mr 
Saddletree?" 

*< I dinoa ken whether I wUl er^Qrr^^ 
misandumf ye ken^«-Ba^ody shouIdt.|p!^Jii. 
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ft hurry to imike admissions^ either in point 
tff law or in |)oint of feet," said-Saddletree, 
i^doking, or endeavouring to k»ok» as if be 
understood what * was «aid« 
*♦ ^nd the dative case," coAfinued Bot- 

■<« I k6n \^h4t a tutor-dative is," said Sad- 
dtetree, " readily eifiough^" 

**« The dative case,** resumed the gram- 
marian, ** is that in which any thing is given- 
or assijgHed As properly 'belonging to a per- 
son. Or thing-*^You cannot deny that, I am 
sur^." 

" I ara^sure I'll no grant it though,** 
said Saddletree. 

^** Then, what the dee^U d*ye take the 
nominative and the dative cases to be?* 
said Butier, hastily, and surprised at once 
out of his' decency of -expression and accu- 
racy t)f pronouneiaiion. 

" I'll tell you that at leisure, Mr Sutler,** 
said Saddletree, with a very knowing look j 
" PU take a day to see and answer ^vtty 
article of your conkiescendence, and then TU 
hoW^yeto ^confess or dciJy as accords.'' 
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/ *^ Come, come, Mr Saddletree," said his 
wife, *^ we'll have nae confessions and con- 
descendences here ; let them deal in thae 
sort o' wares that are paid for them— -thejr 
auit the like o' us as ill as a demipique sad- 
dle would set a draught ox." 

•« Aha !" said Mr Butler, « Optat ej^ip- 
pia bos piger, nothing new under the sun- 
But it was a fair hit of Mrs . Saddletree, 
however." 

<< And it wad far better become ye, Mr 
Saddletree," continued his helpmate, '< since 
ye say ye hae skeel o' the law, to try if 
ye can do ony thing for Effie Deans, puir 
thing, that's lying up in the tolbooth ypn^ 
der, cauld and hungry and comfortless— 
a servant lass of ours, Mr Butler, and as 
innocent a lass to my thinking, and as 
usefu' in the chop— When Mr Saddletree 
gangs out, and ye're aware he's seldom at 
hame when there's ony o' the plea-bouses 
open, poor Effie used to kelp me to tumble 
the bundles o' barkened leather up and 
down, and range put the gudes, and suit 
a' body's humours—^And troth, she could 
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aye please the customers wi' her answers^ 
for she was aye civile and a bonnier last 
wasna in Auld Reekie. And when folk 
were hasty and unreasonable, she could 
serve them better than me, that am no sae 
young as I hae been, Mr Butler, and a wee 
bit short in the temper into the bargain. 
For when there's ower mony folk crying on 
me at anes» and nane but ae tongue to an- 
swer them, folk maun speak hastily or they'll 
ne'er get through wark — Sae I miss Effie 
daily"— 

** De die in J/e^;*," added Saddletree. 

*^ I think/' said Butler, after a good deal 
of hesitation, ^< I have seen the girl in the 
shop-^a modest-looking, black^haired girl ?" 

** Ay, ay, that's just puir Effie," said her 
mistress. *^ How she was abandoned to her- 
sell, or whether she was sackless o' the sin- 
fii' deed, God in Heaven knows \ but if she's 
been guilty, she's been sair tempted, and I 
wad amaist take my bible-aith she hasna 
been hersell at the time." 

Butler had by this time become much 
agitated } he fidgetted up and down the 
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ihop, and shewed the greatest agitation 
that a person of &uch strict decorum conM 
be supposed to give way to, **"Was not 
this girl," he said, " the daughter of An- 
drew Deans, that had the parks at St 
lieonard's taken? and has she not a sis- 
ter r 

** In troth has she — puir Jeanie Deans, 
t^n years eWer than hersel; she was here 
greeting a wee while syne about her sister. 
'And what could I say to her, but that she 
behoved to come and speak to Mr Saddle- 
tree when he was at hame ? It wasna that 
I thought Mr Saddletree could do her or 
ony other body muckle good or ill, biit it 
wad aye serve to keep the puir thing's 
heart up for a wee while ; and let. sorrow 
come when sorrow maun.'* 

<* Yefre mistaken though, gudewife,*' 
said Saddletree scornfidly, ** for I could 
faae gien her great satis&ction ; I could 
hae proved io her that her sister was in- 
dicted upon the statute sixteen hundred 
and ninety, chapter one-^For the mair 
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ready prevention of diild-inurder-*-for con- 
cealing ber pregnancy, and giving no ao- 
count of the child which she had borne.** 

•* I hope,** said Butler,—" I trust in a 
gracious God, that she can clear herself.'* 

^* And sae do I, Mr Butler/' replied Mrs 
Saddletree. <* I am sure I wad bae answer- 
ed for her as my ain daughter ; but, w&ei 
my heart, I had been tender a' the simmer^ 
and scarce ower the door o' my room fof 
twal weeks. And as for Mr Saddletree» 
he might be in a lying-in hospital, and 
n^er find out what the women cam there 
for. Sae I could see little or naething o^ 
her, or I wad hae had the truth o' her situa- 
tion out o' her, Pse warrant ye---But we a* 
think her sister maun be able to speak aome« 
thing to clear her.*' 

<^ The haill Parliament-house,** said Sad^* 
dletree, ^ was speaking o' naething else, till 
this job o* Porteous's put it out o' head-^ 
It*s a beautiful point of presumptive mur« 
der^ and there^s been nane like it in thb 
Justiciar Conrt aince Uie case of Luckitf 
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Smith the howdie, that sufficed in the year 
aaxteen hundred and seventy-ninQ/' 

.*V But what's the matter wi' you, Mr 
JBatler/' said the good woman 4 ^< ye are 
looking as white as a sheet ; will ye take a 
dram?*' 

. ^* By no means/' said Butleri cotnpel- 
ling himself to speak. ^* I walked in from 
Dumfries yesterday, and this is a warm 
day/* 

*^ Sit down/' said Mrs Saddletree, laying 
hands on him kindly, ^ and rest ye^— ye'li 
kill yoursell, man, at that rate.-*- And are 
we to wish ye joy o' getting the scule, Mr 
Butler ?'• 

« Yes«i— no-— I do not know/* 

^* Ye dinna ken whether ye are io get 
the free scule o' Dumfries or no, after hing* 
iog on and teaching it a' the simmer ?" ^ 
. ^ No, Mrs Saddletree*— I am not to have 
it,'' replied Butler. ^< The Laird of Black- 
at-the-baoe had a natural son bred to the 
)ujk that the preshytery could not be pre- 
vailed ^oD to licence ; and so*'- 
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«• Ay, ye need say nae mair about it ; if 
there was a laird that had a puir kinsman 
or a bastard that it wad suit, there^s eiieugh 
93id. — ^And ye're e'en come back to Libber- 
ton to wait for dead men's shoon?— and, 
.fi>r as frail as Mr Whackbairn is, he may 
live as lang as you, that are his assistant and 
^^uccesSOT." 

' " Very like," replied Butler with a sigh ; 
«* I do not know if I should wish it other- 
wise.'* 

** Nae doubt it's a very vexing thing,*' 
continued the good lady, *^ to be in that 
dependent station ; and you that hae right 
and title to sae muckle better, I wonder 
how ye bear these crosses/' 

** Quo8 dUigit castigat^^^ answered Butler ; 
'< even the pagan Seneca could see an ad- 
vantage in affliction. The Heathens had 
their philosophy, and the Jews their reve- 
Jation, Mrs Saddletree, and they endured 
their distresses in their day* Christians 
have a better dispensation than either— 
but doubtless" 
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He Stopped a&d Sailed. 

^ I ken what ye meao/' said Mrs Saddle- 
tree, loddng toward her husband ; *< there^ 
whiles^ we lose patience in spite of bi^th 
.book and Bible«-But ye are no gaun awa, 
and looking sae poorly — ^ye'U stay and take 
some kale wi* us ?" 

Mr Saddletree laid aside Balfour's Prac- 
iiques, (his fa^^urlte study, and much good 
may it do him,) to join in his wife's hospi- 
table importunity. But the teacher de* 
cJined all entreaty, and took his leave up- 
on the spbt* 

<< There's something in a' this," said Mrs 
Saddletree, looking after him as be waflEcd 
up the street ; ^* I wonder what makes Mr 
Butler sae ^Kstressed about Effie's misfor- 
tune^^there was nae acquaintance atween 
them that ever I saw or faeard of; but 
ttey were neighbours when David Dean 
was cm the Laird of Dumbiedike's land. 
Mr Butler wad ken her father, or some if 
htrfyilu^^M^t upt Mr^3iiddletree«^ye h«ve 
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set yoursell down on the very brecbam that 
wants stitching — And hevQ*n little Willie^ 
the prentice/ — ^Ye little rin^tha^cmt de'M 
that ye are, what takes you raking througb 
the gutters to see folk hangit ?— ^ow wad 
ye like when it cuma to be your ain chance^ 
as I winna ensure ye, if ye dinna mend your 
manners ?-^And what are ye maundering 
and greeting for, as if a word were breaking 
your banes ? gang in bye, and be a bettw 
bairn another time, and teU B^ggy togf'e 
ye a bicker o' broth, for ye'll be as gleg as 
a gled, Tse warrant ye.*-*It's a fatherless 
bairn, Mr Saddletree, and motherless, whilk 
in some cases may be waur, and ane wad 
take care a^ Jiim, if they coiild*<f-4t's a Chda* 
tian duty." 

<* Very tru^ goodwife,'' said Sad^etree 
in reply, ^* we are in loco parentis to him 
during Ins^ years of pupiUarity, and I bae 
had thoughts of applying to the Court for 
a commission as factor bca tutarUy seeing 
there is nae tutor nominate, and th^ tutor- 
ajUlaw dectinea to act ; but only I fear the 
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€xpence of the procedure wad not be in 
rem versam, for I am not aware if* Willie 
has ony effects whereof to assume the ad^ 
ministration.'' 

He concluded this sentence with a self- 
important cough, as one who has laid down 
the law in an indisputable manner. 

" Effects !" said Mrs Saddletree, " what 
effects has the piiir wean ? — he was in rags 
when his mother died ; and the blue polo. 
Die that Effie made for him out of an auld 
mantle of my ain, was the first decent dress 
the bairn ever had on. Poor Effie ! can ye 
tell me na really, wi' a* your law, will her 
lifebe in danger, Mr Saddletree, when they 
are na able to prove that ever there was a 
bairn ava ?" , ' ' 

« Whoy,** said Mr Saddletree, delighted 
4t having for once in his life seen his wife's 

• 

attention arrested by a topic of legal dis* 
cussion— " Whoy, there are two sorts of 
murdrum or murdraginm, or what you po- 
pulariter et tmlgariter call murther. I mean 
there are many sorts^; for there's your ohmv 
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thrum per mgUias et iimdiMt and your 
murthrwn under trust.*^ 

*« I am sure that's the way the gentry 
murder us merchants, and whiles makes us 
shut the booth up — ^but that has naething 
to do wi' Effie's misfortune.- 

" The case of Effie (or Euphemia)'Deans9" 
resumed Saddletree, ** is one of those cases 
of murder presumptive, that is^ a murder of 
of the law's inferring or construction^ being 
derived from certain indicia or grounds of 
suspicion*" 

** So that," said the good woman, " un- 
Fess poor Effie has comnmnicated her situ- 
ation, she'll be hanged by the neck, if the 
bairn was still-born, or if it be alive at this 
moment ?•' 

" Assuredly," said Saddletree, " it being 
a statute made by our sovereign Lord and 
La'dy, to prevent the horrid delict of bring- 
ing forth children in secret^— the crime is 
rather a favourite of the law, this species 
of murther being one of its ain creation " 

^ Then, if the law mak«s murders," 3atd 
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Mtb Saddletree^ ^^ the law should be hang- 
ed for them ; or if they wad hang a lawyer 
inatead, the eountry wad find nae faut." 

A summons to their frugal dinner inter* 
nipted iht further progress of the cohver* 
sation, which was otherwise like to take a 
turn much less favouraUe to the science 
0f jurisprudaice and its professors, than 
Mr Bartoline Saddletree^ the fond admirer 
•f both, had at its opening anticipated. 
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CHAPTER V. 

But op then raise all Edinburgh^ 
Tb^ all rose up by thousands thr^e. _' 

BuTLEE, on his departure from the sign 
<rf* ttie Golden Nag, went in quest of a 
fiiend of his connected with the law^ at 
whom he wished to make particular enqui«» 
lies concerning the circumstances in which 
the unfortunate young woman mentioned 
in the last chapter was placed, having, as 
the reader has probably already conjectu* 
red, reasons much deeper than those dicf 
lated. by mere humanity, for interesting 
himself in her fate« He found the person 
lie sought absent from home, and was 
equally unfortunate in one or two other 
oaUi which he made upon acquaintancea 
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wiiom he hoped to interest in her story. 
But every body was, for the moment, 
stark-mad on the subject of Porteous, and 
engaged busily in attacking or defending 
the measures of government in reprieving 
him ; and the' krdour of dispute had exci- 
ted such universal thirst, that half the young 
lawyers .and writers, together y^ith their 
very clerks, the class whom Butler wat 
looking after, had adjourned the debate to 
4k>me fdvburite tavern. It was computed 
fey an experienced arithmetician, that there 
was as much twopenny ale consumed on 
the discussion as would have floated a first 
rate man of war. 

Butler wandered about until it was dusk, 
resdving to take that opportunity of vi- 
siting the unfortunate young woman^ when 
his doing so might be least observed ; for 
he had his own reasons for avoiding the 
remarks of Mrs Saddletree, whose shop- 
dodr opened at no great distance from 
that of the gaol, though on the oppo3ite 01^ 
4oiith side of the street, and a little higher 
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up.- He passed, thereforey through the nati. 
WW and partly covered passage leading: 
from the northrwest end of the* Parliament 
Square»> 

: . He stood now before the Gothic en*^ 
trance of the ancient prison^ which, as ii 
well known to all men, rears its ancient 
frpnt in* the very middle oi the High« 
street, formings as it were, the terminal 
tw>n to a huge pile .of buildings called the 
Lttckenboothsy which, for some inconcei* 
vable reason, ouri ancestors have jammed 
iqto the midst of the principal street of 
the town, leaving, for passage a narrow 
street on the. north, and on the souths into 
:«Rhich .the prison opens, a narrow crooked 
jane, winding betwixt the high and sombre 
walls of the Tolbpoth and the adjacent 
houses on the one side, and the buttresses 
and pTojectibns of the old Cathedral upon 
t];^e. other. To give some gaiety to this 
sombre passage, (well known by the name 
of the Krames,).a number* of little booths, 
. .or. shops,: after t^ie fashion.of coblers' stalky 

4 



ia& TAUM or MY liAHBlOfiD. 

are fJabtercdj, sb it m&^Bgfuxnithe Gothie 
prcgectioiis and ftbiitmeiite) so that it seem- 
%d aa if the traders had occupied with neatSy 
bearing the same proportion to the builii- 
k^ every tnittrf sa and coign of v«itage,r aa 
Ae mactlett did in Macbetb*a Casde. Of 
laler yeaei these booths have degeneici* 
•d inta mere toy-shops^ where the little 
Imterers chiefly interested in such waMS 
nre tempted to linger, enchanted by the 
nch display €i hobby4ior8eSy babies^ and 
Dutch toys^ arfaii^ed in artful and gay 
confiiaion; yet haltU»ared by. the cross- 
looks of the withered pautidoon, €fr spec- 
tacled ^d lady, by whom these tempting 
atores are watched and superintended^ 
But, in the times we write of, the hosiers^ 
the glovers, the hatters, the mercers, the 
Aillineis, and all who dealt in the miscd- 
laaeous wares now termed haberdasher's 
goods, were to be found in this narrow 
aUey« 

To retorn from, oar digression. Butler 
f^nd the outer turnkey, a tdll tbin old 
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Im^f fldlver httr^ in the act of 
locking the outward door of the jail. He 
addressed himself to this person, and asked 
admittanqe to EflBe Deans, contined upon 
accusation of child-ndurder. The tumjcejr 
looked at him earnestly, and, civilly touch** 
kig his hat out of respect to Butler's black 
coat aitd clerical appearance, replied^ *' II 
was impossible any one could be admitted 
atpresent*" 

^* you shut up earlier than usual, prober 
hly on account of Captain Porteous's aflkir 7^ 
said Butte. 

The turnkey^ with the true mystery of a 
person in office, gave two grave nods, and 
withdrawing from the^ wards a ponderous 
key <^ about two feet in length, he. prc^ 
ceeded to shut a strong plate of steel, which 
folded down above the key-hole, and was 
secured by ft steel-spring and catch* But- 
ler stood still instinctively whUe the door 
was made fast, and then looking at his 
watch, walked briskly up the street, mut 
teriog to. hirasdf almost unconsciously-— 



1B4 TALES OF MY LANDLOADr ' 

Fotta adversa^ ingent, solidoque adamaDtecolunuMB.; 
, Vis ut Aulla viruoi^ non igsi exscindire fewo . 
Coelicolae Taleant — Stat ferrea turns ad auras— d:c.^ 

J Having wasted more time in a second 
fruitless attempt to seek out his legal friend 
afid adviser, he thought it time to leave tbe 
city and return to his place of resiiieiice, ia 
a small village, about two miles and a half to 
the southward of Edinburghr The metro^ 
polis was at this time surrounded by a high 
wall, with battlements and flanking prcgec- 
iions at some intervals, and the access was 
through gates, called in the Scottish lam 
guage portSy which were regularly shut at 
bight. A small fee to the keepers wouM 
indeed procure egress and ingress at> any 
^me, through a wicket left for that ptu^ 



• Wide is the fronting gate, and raised on high, 
With adamantine columns threats the sky; 
Vain is the force, of man, and Heaven's as vain. 
To crush the pillars which the pile sustain ; 
Sublime on these a tower of steel is reared. 

D^YDKn's Firgili Book ?L 
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pbse in the large gate, but it was of some 
importance to a man so poor as Butler, . 
to avoid.evcn this slight pecuniary mulct j 
iind fearing he might be near the hour of 
shutting- the gates, he made for that to 
which he found himself nearest, although^ , 
by doing so, he somewhat lengthened his 
walk homewards. Bristo-port was that 
by which his direct road lay, but the West- 
port, which leads out of the Grass-marketv 
was the nearest of the city gates to l^ie 
place where he found himself, aiid to that, 
therefore, he directed his course. He reach^- 
ed the port in ample time to pass the cir* 
cuit of the walls, and enter a suburb called 
Portsburgh, chiefly inhabited by the lower 
order of citizens and mechanics* Here be 
was unexpectedly interrupted. 

He had not gone far from the gate before 
he heard the sound of a drum, and^ to his 
great surprise, met a number of persons, 
sufficient to occupy the whole front of the 
street, and form a considerable massbehtnd». 
moving with great speed towards the gate he 
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tiad just come froQi> s^nd hayilig in front of 
them a drum beating to armcu While. he 
considered how he should escape a party> 
assembled, as it might be presumed, for no 
lnwful purpose, they came full on him and 
stopped bim. 

<* Are you a ctergynian ?^ one question* 
•d him, 

Butler replied that *^ be was in orden^ 
but was not a placed minister/' 

^ It's Mr Bntkr from LibbeitoDi" said a 
Toice from behind ; ** he'll discharge the 
duty as weel as ony man.^ 

^* You miist turn back with us, sir,'' said 
the first speaker, in a tone civil bHt pe» 
remptory. 

<^ For what purpose, gentlemen i^ said 
Mr Butler* *< 1 live at some dist^uice from 
town — the roads are unsafe by night-i-ryou 
will do me a serious ii\)ury by stopping me«^ 

** You shall be seen safely home^-f-no man 
shall touch a hair of your head««^but you 
must, and shall come along with U[&" 

^ Bat to wiiat purpose, or end, gentle 
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mm 7" said Butler. <« 1 hope you will be 
flo civil M to explain that to me^' 

«' You shall know thai; m ^ood time* 
Come aloiig-~lbr come ypu nmst, by force 
or fair means; and I wamyou to look nei-^ 
Iher to the right hand nor the kflt and^ to 
lake no notice of any mao^s face^ but con« 
aider all that is passing before you as. a 
dreamt" 

^* I would it were k dream I could awa» 
krai from," said Butler to himself; but, ha* 
Ting no means to oppose the violence with 
which he was threatened, he was compelled 
to turn round and march in front of the 
rioters^ two men partly supporting and part* 
iy holding him. During this parley the 
insurgents had made themselves masters ot 
the West-port» rushing upon the waiters 
(so the people were called who had the 
charge of the gates), and possessing them* 
selves of the keys. They bolted and barred 
the folding doors, and commanded the per# 
son, whose duty it usually was, to secure 
the wicket» of which likty did not und^* 
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Stand the fastenings. The nian^ terrified 
at an incident so totally unexpected, was 
unable to perform his usual oflfic^ and 
gave the matter up, afler several attempts^ 
Hhe rioters, who seenied to have come 
prepared for every^ emergency, called for 
torches^ by the light of which they nailed 
up the wicket with long nails^ which, it 
seemed probable, they had provided oh: 
purpose. 

While this was going on, Butler could 
not, even if he had been willing, have avoid* 
ed making remarks on the individuals who 
Seemed to lead this singnlar mob. The^ 
torch light, while it fell on their forms and 
left him in the shade, gave him an oppor- 
tunity to do so without their observing him.^ 
Several of those who seemed most active were 
dressed in sailors jackets, trowsers, and sea 
cAps ; others in large loose- bodied great-coats, 
and slouched hats ;/ and there were several,- 
who, judging from their dress, should- have 
been called^women j whose rough deep voices; 
uncommon size, and masculine deportment 
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and mode of walking, forbade them being 
80 interpreted. They moved as if by some 
well-concerted plan of arrangement. They 
had signals by which they knew, and nick- 
names by which they distinguished each 
other. Butler remarked, that the name of 
Wildfire was used among them, to which 
one stout .Amazon seemed to reply. 

The rioters left a small party to observe 
the West Port, and directed the waiters, as 
they valued their lives, to remain withiii their 
lodge^ and make no attempt for that night 
to repossess themselves of the gate. They 
then moved with rapidity along the low 
street called the Co wgate, the mob of the 
city every where rising at the sound of 
their drum, and joining them. When they 
arrived at the Cowgate Port, they secu- 
red it with as little opposition as the for* 
mer, made it iast, and left a small party 
to observe it. It was afterwards remark* 
ed, as a singular instance of prudence and 
precaution, singularly combined with au- 
dacity, that the parties left to guard those 
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gKlkm did not ramam stationary on (iiev 
po8ts» but flitted to aad fro, k;eeping so 
lieiur the gates as to see that no ejBEbrts 
were made to open them, yet not remaiBk 
ipg so long as to have their persons ob^ 
served. The mob, at %st only about one 
hundred str(mg» now amouiked to thou- 
sands,' and were inereasing every moment 
They divided themsdves so^as to ascend 
with move qpeed the various uarrctw lanes 
which lead ixp fiom the- Cowgate to the 
Jiigh Street } and still beating to arms as 
they went, and calling on all true Scotsmen 
to join, them, they |k>w filled the prineipal 
street of the city* 

The Netherbow Port nu^t he cidied the 
Temple*bar of Edinburgh, as, intersecting 
the High Street at its termination, it divided 
]^inbuigh, properly so called, ironi the 
suburb called the Caoongate, as Temple* 
tiar divider liondim from Westmiaaler. It 
waa of the utmost impoftvice totiie fieters 
to possess themselves of this pasa, beeauae 
there was quartered in the Canoiigate at 
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tbat time a r^rnient of infantry, coansaacU 
ed by Colonel Moyle, which might hkvt 
accvpied the cky by advancii^ thriMigh 
this ^ate, and totally desfeated the purpose 
of the rioters* The leaden therefore haiH 
tened" to die Netherixiw PMt, which they 
aerared in tiie «ame nuamar^ and with as 
little tnuMe, as the other gates, leaving a 
party to watch it, strong in propiortion to 
the impmtance of the post 

The next object of these hardy iiksur** 
gents was.at cmce to disarm the City Guard, 
and to procure arms for themselves; for 
scarce any weapons but staves and bind* 
geons had been yet seen am<Mig them. The 
Guard^liouse was a long, low, u^ build- 
iog, (wmoVed in 17870 which to a fancifiil 
imagination might have suggested the idea 
of A Umg kiack snail crawling up the mid- 
dk of the High Street and defocming its 
bestttifol esplaoadei TUsibcmidable insur* 
rection had bean so cmexpected, that thare 
were no mm tfan the ordinaiy seijeant'a 
gnaid 4>f the iuty*coqps upon duty; even 
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these were without any supply of powdor 
and ball; and sensible enough what had 
raised the storm, andwiiich way it was ndl* 
ing, could hardly be supposed very desirous 
to expose themselves by a valiant defence 
to the animosity of so numerous and despe- 
rate a mob, to whom they were on the pre- 
sent occasion much more tHan usually ob- 
noxious. 

There was a c^itinel upon guard, who 
{that one town-guard seedier might do his 
duty on that eventful evening,) presented 
his piece, and desired the fbremost of the 
rioters to stand ofil The young amazon^ 
whom Sutler had observed particularly < ac- 
tive, sprung upon the soldier, seized his 
musket, and i^ter a struggle succeeded in 
wrenching it from him, and throwing him 
down on the causeway. One or two sol* 
diers who endeavoured to. turn out to the 
support of their centinel, were in the same 
manner seized and disarmed^ and the mob 
Without difficulty possessed themselves of 
the Guardphouse, disarming and turning 
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tiiit the rest of the men on duty. ' It vras 
Temaskedy that notwithstanding the city 
soldiers had been the inrtrunents of the 
alaughter which this riot was designed to 
revenge, no ill usage or c?ert insult was of- 
fered to them. It seemed as if the ven* 
gisance of the people disdained to stoop at 
any head meaner than that which they coft^ 
aidered as >the^^ource and origin of their in«» 
juries. 

On possessing them^kes of the guard, 
the first act was to destroy the drums by 
which they supposed an alarm might be 
conveyed to the garrison in the castle ; 
for the same reason they now silenced their 
own, which was beaten by a young fellow^ 
son to the drummer of Portsburgh, whom 
they had forced upon that service. Their 
next business was to distribute among the 
boldest of the rioters the guns, bayonets, 
partizans, halberts, and battle or Lochaiber 
axes. 'Until this period the principal rioters 
had preserved silence on the ultimate ob* 
ject of their xisingy aa being that which all 
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kiiew» but none eiqpressed. Now, ^however, 
fanving aocompiiriied all the preliminaiy 
parts of theur design, they raised a tremen- 
dous shout of ^* JPorteous ! Porteous ! To 
the Toibooth I To the Tolbooth !'' 

They proceeded with the same prudence 
when the object seemed to be nearly in 
liieir grasp, as they had done hitherto when 
success was more dubious* A strong patty 
of the rioters, drawn up in front of tiie 
Luckenbooths, and £u»ig down the street, 
prevented all access £rom tiie eastward, and 
the west end of the defile formed by the 
Luckenbooths was secured in the same man- 
ner ; so that the Tolbooth was completdly 
surrounded, and those who undertook the 
task of breaking it open etfectually secured 
against the risk of interruption. 

The magistrates, in the miean while, had 
taken the alarm, and assembled in a tavern^ 
with the pten'pose of raising some strei^^tii 
to subdue the rioters. The deacons, or 
presidents of the trades, were applied to^ 
but declared there was little chance of 

• * • 
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their being useful where it was the otigect 
to save a man so obnoxious^ Mr Liadsay, 
member of parliament for the cit7» vo- 
lunteered the perilous tide of carrying a 
verbal message from the Lord Provost to 
Ccrionel Mbyte, the coiamander of the re- 
giment lying in die Canongate, requesting 
Hm to force die Netherbow-Port, and en- 
ter the city to put down the tumult. But 
Mr Lindsay declined to charge himself with 
aay written order, which, if found on his 
person by an enraged mob, might have 
cost him his life } and the issue of the appli*. 
catkm was^ that Colonel Moyle, having no 
written requisition from the civil author!^ 
ties^ and having the fate of Porteous before 
hk eyes as an example of the severe con* 
struction put by a jury on the proceedings 
of military men acting on their own respon- 
sibility, declined to encounter the risk to 
whtdi the Provost's measures invited him. • 
More than one messenger was diq[Mttched ^ 
by difibrent wajrs to the Castie, to Require ' 
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the commanding officer to march ^lowil his 
troopst to fire a few cannon-shot, or even 
to throw a shell among the mob, for the 
purpose of clearing the streets. But' so 
strict and watchful were the various patroles 
whom the rioters had estaUished in different 
parts of the street, tiiiat none of the emissa- 
ries of the magistrates cotild reach the gate 
of the Castle. They were, however, turn- 
ed back without either injury or insult, 
and with nothing more of menace than 
was necessary to deter them from again at- 
tempting to carry dieir errand. 

The same vigilance was used to prevent 
every body of the higher, imd those which, 
in this case, might be deemed the more sus* 
picious orders of society^ from appearing in 
the street, and observing the movements, or 
distinguishing the perscmsf of the rioters* 
Kvery person in the garb of a gentleman 
wii8:atK4>ped by small parties of two or three 
of the niobf who .partly exhorted, partly re< 
qpired of dxem, that they should return to 
the place from whence they came. . : Many 
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a quadrille table was spoiled that memora- 
ble evening ; for the sedan chairs of ladies, 
and «vea of Mie highest rank, were inter- 
Hipted in their passage, from one point to 
another, in despite of the laced footmen 
and bkzing flambeaux. This was uniform- 
ly done with a .deference and attention to 
&e feelings of t^e ladies, which could hard- 
fy have been expected from the videttes of 
a mob so desperate. Those who stof^ed 
tiie chair usually made the excuse, that 
there was much disturbance on the streets, 
and that Jt was absolutely necessary for the 
lady's safety that the chair should turn back. 
They oflfered themselves to escort the chairs 
which they had thus interrupted in their 
progress, from the apprehension, probably, 
that some of those who had casually united 
tiiemselves to the riot might disgrace their 
aystemattc and determined plan of v^^ 
geance, by those acts of geiiemi insult ^md 
licence which are common ^n similar -ec-^ 
casions. ' 

. Persons are yet living who remember to 
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have heard from the mouths of ladies thus 
interrupted on their journey in the mannisr 
we have described, that they':were eseoxted 
to thdr lodgings by the yoUng men who 
stopped them, and even handed out of their 
chairs, with a polite attention fax beydnd 
^at was consistent with their dress, which 
was apparently that of journeymen mecha^ 
nics. It seamed as if the consj^ators, like 
those who assassinated the Cardinal Bea- 
toun in former days, had entertained the 
qpinion, that the work about which they 
went was a judgment of Heaven, which^ 
though unisanctioned by the usual authori* 
ties, ought to be proceeded in wi£h order 
and gravity* 

While their outposts continued thus vi* 
gilant, and suffered themselves neither fnmi 
fear nor curiosity to neglect that part of the 
duty assigned to them, and while the main 
guards to the east and west secured them 
against interruption, a select body of the 
rioters thundered at the door of the jail, 
and demanded instant admission. No one 
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raswa^edy for the miter keeper had pru- 
dently made his escape mth the kejrs at 
the comooenooBKiit of the riot, and was 
nowhere to be found. The doors were in- 
stantly assailed with sledge-hammers, iron- 
crows, and liie coulters of ploughs, ready 
provided lor the purpose, with which thqr 
prized, heaved, and battered for some time 
with little eifect, libe door being of double 
oak planks, clenched both end4oog and 
athwart witli broad>headed nails, and sq 
hung MoA secured as to yield to no meaiui 
of forcing, .without the ecpenditure o£ 
much time* The rioters, hcmever, seem^ 
ed deteroiiaed tdt gain admittance* Gang 
after gang relieved each other at the ext> 
ercisie, for, ctf course, oidy a few could 
work at a time } but gang after gang re- 
tired, exhausted with their violent exer*- 
tions, without making much progress in 
forcing the prisondoon Butler had been 
led up near to this the principsd scene of 
action; so near, indeed, that he wes ak 
most deaf<»ed by the unceasing dang of 
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the heavy forehammersr agamst tiie iron- 
bound portals of the prison. He began to 
entertain hopes, as the task seemed pro- 
tracted, that the populace might give it 
over in despair , or that seme rescue might 
arrive to disperse them. There was a mo- 
ment at which the latter seemed probaUe; 
The magistrates, having assembled their 
Officers, and some of the citizens who were 
willing to' hazard themsdves for the publie 
tranquillity, now sallied forth from the ta- 
vern where they held their sitting, and ap* 
proftched ibe point of danger. Their ofBs 
cers went belbre them withlinks and torche(E^ 
with a befald to read the riot-act, if neces- 
aary. Tbey easily droVe biefiire them the 
outposts and videttes of the rioters f huat 
when they approach^ the line of gnard 
wfaidi the mob, or rather, we should say^ 
the conspirators, had drawn across the 
street in the front of the Luckenboothi^ 
they were received with an unintermitted 
volley of stones, and, on. their nearer ap? 
proacb, the pikes, bayonets^ imi X40chabjn> 
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axes, of which the populace had possessed 
themselves, were pr^eDted against them* 
One of their ordinary officers^ a strong re- 
scrfute fellow, went forward, seized a rioter, 
itnd took from him a musket ; but, being 
unsupported, he was ' instantly thrown on 
his back in the street, and disarmed in his 
turn. The officer was too happy to be 
permitted to rise and run away without re^ 
ceiving any farther injury ; which a£Pord6d 
another remarkable instance of the mode 
in which these men had united a sort of 
Bsoderation. towards all others, with the 
most inflexible inveteracy agiunst^ the ob^ 
ject of their resentment. The magistrate^ 
after vain attempts to make themselves 
heard and obeyed, possessing no means of 
enforcing their authority, were constrained 
t^ abandon the field to the rioters, and re- 
treat in all speed from the showers of mis- 
siles that whistled around their ears* 

The passive resistance of the Tolbooth 
promu^d to do more to baffle the purpose 
of the mob than the active interference of 



152 TALES OF m LANDLOBBF* 

the magistrateik The hearjr dedge-bam- 
men continued to din against it without 
intermission, and with a noise which, echoed 
from the loftjr buildings around the spot, 
seemed enough to have alarmed the garri. 
son in the Castle. It' was circulated among 
the rioters, that the troops would march 
down to disperse them, unless they could 
execute their purpose without loss of ^me j 
or that, even without quitting the fortress, 
the garrison might obtain the same «ad by 
throwing a bomb or two upon the street. 

Urged by such motives for apprehen^ 
sion, they eagerly relieved eaich other at 
the labour of aasailiog the Tolbooth door'; 
yet such was its strength, that it still de^ 
fied fheir effi>rts. At length, a voice was 
heard to pronounce the words, ^< Try it 
with fire." The rioters, with an unanimous 
shout, called for combustibles^ and as aU 
their wishes seemed to be instantly sup- 
plied, they were soon in possession of two 
or three empty tar-barrels. A huge red 
glaring bonfire soon arose close to the door 
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of the prison, sending up a tall column of 
smoke and flame against its antique turrets 
and strongly grated wimtows, and illumitta- 
tii^ the ferocious faces and wild gestures 
of th^ rioters who surrounded the place» 
as well as the pale and anxious groupes of 
those who, from windows in the vicinage, 
watched the progress of this alarming scene. 
The mob fed the fire with whatever they 
could find fit for the purpose. The flames 
roared and crackled among the heaps of 
nourishment piled on the fire, and a terri- 
ble shout sooti announced that the door 
had kindled, and was in the act of being 
destroyed. The fire was suffered to de- 
cay, but, loi^ ere it was quite extinguish- . 
ed, the most forward of the rioters rushed, 
in their impatience, one after another, over 
its yet smouldering remains. Thick show- 
ers of sparkles rose high in the air, aa man 
after man bounded over the glowing embers 
and disturbed them in their passage. It was 
now obvious to Butler, and all others^who 
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were presenti that the rioters wOuM be m- 
stantly in possession of ^eir victiip; and 
have.it in their power to work their fiiea- 
sure upon him^ whatever that, might be. 



XHB HBART OF HIDf-LOTHrA!N. 155 



CHAPTER Vr. 

The evfl you teach at, w« will encute; and it shall go 
hard but we will better the instruction. 

Merchawi of Venice. 

Ths unhappy object of this remarkdliie 
disturbance had been that day. delivered 
from the apprehension of a public execu« 
tion, and hi^joy was the greater^ as he had 
some reason to question- whether govern* 
ment would have run the riak of unpopula- 
rity by interfering in his favour, after he 
had been legally convicted by the verdict 
of a jury, of a crime so very obnoxious* 
Relieved from thid doubtful state of < mind^ 
his heart was merry within him, and he 
thought, in the emphatic words of Scrip- 
ture on a similar occasion, that surely the 
bitterness of death was past. Some of bis 
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friendsy however, who had watched the man- 
ner and behaviour of the crowd when they 
were made acquainted with the reprieve, 
were of a difierent opinion. They augured, 
from the unusual sternness and silence with 
which they bore their disappointment, that 
the populace nourished some scheme of 
sudden and desperate vengeance, and they 
advised Porteous to lose no time in ped- 
tioning the proper authorities, that he might 
be oobveyed to the Castle under a sufficient 
goard, to remain there in security until his 
ultimate &te should be determined. Ha« 
bituated, however^ by his office^ to despise 
and overawe the rabble of the city, Porte* 
ous could not sitspect them of »a attempt 
so audacious as to storm a strong and de* 
fensible prison ; and, despising the adi^ice 
by which he; might have been saved, he 
spent the afternoon of the eventful day in 
giving an entertainment to some friends 
who visited him in jail, several of wfaom« 
by the indulgence of the Captain of the 
Tolbooth, with whom he had an old inti- 
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macy^ ariang from their official connection, 
were even permitted to remain to siipper 
with him, though contrary to the rules of 
the jail. 

It was, therefore, in the hptur of unalloy* 
ed mirth, when this unfortunate wretch was 
^ full of bread,'' hot with wine, and high in 
mistimed and ill-grounded confidence, and 
alas ! with all his sins fidl blown, when the 
first distant shouts of the rioters mingled 
with the song ci merriment and intempe^ 
ranee. The hurried call of the jailor to the 
guests, requiring them instantly to depart, 
and his yet more hasty intimation that a 
dreadful and determined mob had possess- 
ed themselves of the city gates and guard- 
house, were the first explanation of these 
fearful clamours. 

Porteous might, however, have eluded 
tiie fuiy firom which the force of authority 
could not protect him, had he thought of 
slipping on some disguise, and leaving the 
prison along with his guests. It is probable 
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that the jailor might have connived at his 
escape, or even that in the hurry of this 
alarming contingency he might not have 
observed it. But Porteous and his friends 
alike wanted presence of mind' to^ suggest 
or execute such a plan of escape. The 
former hastily fled from a place where their 
own safety seemed eompromised, and the 
latter, in a state resembling stupefaction, 
awaited in bis apartment the termination of 
the enterprize of the rioters^ The cessa-^ 
tion of the dang of the instruments with 
which they had at first attempted to force 
the door, gave him momentary relief. The 
flattering hopes, that the military had marcb« 
ed into the city, either from the Castle Of 
from the suburbs, and that the rioters were 
intimidated and dispersing, were soon de- 
stroyed by the broad and glaring light of 
the flames, wbich» illuminating through the 
grated window every corner of his apart^ 
ment, plainly showed that the mob, det^r« 
mined cm their fatal purpose^ had adopted 
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8 means of forcing entrance equally despe- 
rate and c^^ain. 

The sudden glare of light suggested to 
the stupified and astonished oligect of popu- 
lar hatred the possibility of concealment or 
escape. To rush to the chimney, to ascend 
it at the risk of suffocation, was the only 
-means whidi seem to have occurred to him ; 
but his progress- was speedily stopped by 
one of those iron gratings^ which. are,. for 
ihe sake of security, usually placed acroas 
^e vents of buildings designed; for impri- 
4H>nment, The bars, however, whicb im>- 
peded his farther progress, served to> sup^ 
port him in the situation which he had 
gained, and he seized them with the tena^ 
cious grasp of one who esteemed himsdf 
elii^ng to his last hope of existence. ^ The 
hirid light,^ which had filled the apartment, 
lowered and died awa}r; the sound of shouts 
was heard within the wi^, and on the nai^ 
row and winding stair, which, cased within 
one of the turrets , gave access^to the upper 
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apartments of the prison* The huzza of 
the rioters was answered. by a shout wild 
and desperate as their own, the cry» name- 
ly, of the imprisoned felons, who, expect- 
ing to be liberated in the general confu- 
sion, welcomed the mob as their.deUverers. 
By some of these the apartment of Porteous 
was pointed out to his enemies. The ob- 
stacle of the lock and bolts was soon over- 
eome, and frpm his hiding-place the unfor- 
tunate man heard his enemies search every 
comer of the apartment, with oaths and ma* 
ledictions which would but shock the reader 
if we recorded them, but which served to 
prove, could it have admitted of doubt, the 
setded purpose of soul with which they 
sought his destruction. 
- A place of concealment so obvious to 
suspicion and scrutiny as that whicli Por- 
teous had chosen, onild *not long screen 
him from detection. He was dragged from 
his lurking place, with a violence which 
seemed to argue an intention to put him 
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to death on the spot More than one wesU 
pon was directed towards him, when one 
of the rioters, the same whose female dis- 
gate h.d b«n partioolTly ..ttced by 
Ritler, interfered in an authoritative tone/ 
*♦ Are ye mad ?* he said, « or would ye 
execute an act of justice as if it were a 
crime and a cruelty? This sacrifice will, 
lose half its savour if we ^ not offer it at 
the very horns of the altar. We will have 
him die where a murderer should die, on 
the common gibbet-~We will have him die 
where he spiUed the blood of so many in- 
noc^ntsr 

A loud shout of applause followed the 
proposal, aod the cry, ** To the gallows 
with the murderer !-~To the Grass-market 
with him !" echoed on all hands. 

^< Let no man hurt him,*^ continued the 
speaker; <* let him make his peace with 
God, if he can ; we will not kill both his 
soul and body.'' 

<< What time did he gi'e better folk for 
preparing their account t^ answered seve- 
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ral voices. ^* Let us mete to him with the 
same measure he gi'ed to them." 

But the opinion of the spokesman better 
suited the temper of those he addressed^ a 
temper rather stubborn than impetuous^ 
and desiroMfi of imposing upon their cruel 
and revengeful action a ^hew of justice 
and moderation. 

For an instant this man quitted the pm 
90^eT, whom he cQnsigned to a selected 
guard, with instructions tp permit him to 
give his money and property to whomso* 
ever he pleased.. A person^ confined in ' 
the jail for debt received this last depoiit 
&om the tremUing hand of the vicfeimj 
who was at the same time permitted to 
make some other brief arrangements to 
meet his approaching fatie. The felons, 
and all others who wished to leave the jail, 
were now at full liberty to do so ; , not that 
their libation made any part of the set« 
tied purpose of the rioters, but it followed 
as almost a necessary consequence of their 
fwcing the jail doorst With wild cries of 
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jubilee they joined the mobt or disappear- 
ed amcmg the oarrow lanes to seek out the 
concealed receptacles of vice and infamyy 
where they were accustomed to lurk and 
conceal themselves from justi^^e. Two per- 
sons, a man about fifty years old^ and a girl 
about eigliteen, were all whO' continued 
within the fatal walls, excepting two or 
thfee debtors^ who probably saw no advan- 
tage in attempting theii? edcape* The per«- 
sons we have mentioned remained in the 
strong-room of the prison, now deserted by 
all others. One of their late companions in 
misfortune called out to the man to make 
his escape, in the tone of an acquaintance. 
^ Rin for it, Ratclifie — ^the road's dear;" : 

** It may be sae, Willie,'' answered Rat- 
difife, composedly, '' but I have ta'en a 
fancy to leave aff trade, and set up for an 
honest man." 

<^ Stay there, and be hanged for a don- 
nard auld dee vil," said the other, and ran 
down the prison-stain 



166 TALES Oir MT LANDLOftD* 

** Make your peace with Heaven — ^Where 
is the clergytnati ?'' 

Butler, who, in great terror and anxiety^ 
had been detained within a few yards of 
the Tolbooth door, to wait the event of the 
search after Porteous, was now brought 
forward, and commanded to walk by the 
prisoner's side, arid to prepare him for im- 
mediate death. His answer was a suppli- 
cation that the rioters would consider what 
they did. •* You are neither judges nor 
jury,*' said he; " You cannot have, by the 
laws of God or man, power to take away 
the life of a human creature, however de- 
serving he may be of death. If it is mur- 
der even in a lawful magistrate to execute 
an offender otherwise than in the place, 
time, and manner which his sentence pre- 
scribes, what must it be in you, who have 
no warrant for your interference but yoiir 
own wills ? In the name of Him who is all 
Mercy ! shew mercy to this unhappy man, 
and do not dip your hands in his blood. 
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nor rush ioto the very crime which you are 
desirous of avesging/' 

** Cut your sermon short — ^you are not 
in your pulpit»" answered one of the rioters. 

^* If we hear more of your clavers," said 
another, ** we are like to hang you up be- 
side, him." 

« Peace— hushJ." said Wildfire. « Do 
the good man no skaith-*he discharges his 
conscience^ and I like him the better." 

Heathen addressed Butler. *^ Now, slr» 
we have patiently heard you» and we just 
wish you to understand^ in the way of an- 
swer, that you may as well argue to the 
ashler- wark and iron«staunchdbi of the ToL 
booth as tMnk to change our purpose—- 
Blood must have blood* We have sworn 
to each other by the deepest oaths ever 
were pledged, that Porteous should die the 
death he desieryes sae richly j theri^fore, 
speak np more to us, but prepare him; for 
death as well as the brijetness of his. change 
will permit." 

They had suffered the unfortunate Por- 
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teous to put on his night-gown and slif^ers, 
as he had thrown off his coat and shoesi in 
order to facilitate his attempted escajpe up 
the chimney. In this garb . he y((SiB now 
mounted on the hands of two of the rioters, 
cfaiftped together, so as to form what is call* 
ed in Scotland, *' The King's Cushion." 
Butler was placed close to his side, and re« 
peatedly urged to perform a duty always 
the most painful which can be imposed on 
a clergyman deserving of the name, and 
now rendered more so by the peculiar and 
horrid circumstances of the criminal's case. 
Fbrteons at first uttered some supplications 
£Nr mercy, but when he found that there 
was no chance that these would be attend- 
ed to, his military education, and the natu* 
ral stubbornness of his disposition, combi* 
ned to support his spirits. 

** Are you prepared for this dreadful 
end ?*' said Butler, in a faultering voice. 
^< O turn to Him, in whose eyes time and 
space have no existence, and to whom a 
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few minutes are as a life- time, and a life- 
time as a minute.'^ 

** I believe I know what you would say,** 

said Forteous, sullenly. '^ I was bred a 

soldier ; if they will murder me without 

•time, let my sins as well as my blood lie at 

their doon'* 

*< Who was it,", said the stem voiee of 
•Wildfire, ^* that said to Wilson at this very 
spot, when he could not pray, owing to the 
galling agony of his fetters, that his pains 
would soon be over ?«->-I say to you to take 
your own tale home } and if you cannot 
profit by the good man's lessons, blame not 
them that are still more merciful to you 
than you to others.*^ 

Hie procession now moved forward with 
• a slow and determined pace. It was en- 
lightened by many blazing links and torches ; 
for the actors of this work were so far from 
affecting any secrecy on the occasion, that 
they seemed even to court observation. 
•Their principal leaders kept close to the 

VOtt I. H 



170 TAIiXS OF MV LANDLORD. 

person of the prisoner^ whose pallid yist 
stubborn features were seen distinctly by 
the torch Jight, as his person was raised 
considerably above the concourse which 
thronged around him. Those who bore 
swordsy muskets, and battle-axes, march- 
ed on each side, as if formii^g a reguhr 
guard to the procession. The ivindows, as 
they went along, were filled with the inha- 
bitants, whose slumbers had been broken by 
this unusual disturbance* Some of the 
spectatoi^ muttered accents of encourage- 
ment, but in general they were so much 
appalled by a sight so strange and auda- 
cious, that they looked on with a sort of 
stupified astonishment. No one offered, by 
act or word, the slightest interruption. 

The rioters, on their part, continued to 
:act with the same air of deliberate confi- 
dence and security which had marked all 
their proceedings. When the object of 
their resentment dropped one of his slip* 
pefrs, they stopped, sought for it, and re* 
placed it upon his foot with great delibera- 
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tioD. As tbey deseeded the Bow towarda 
the fatal spot where they designed to com* 
plete their purpose, it was suggested that 
there should be a rope kept in readiness. For 
this purpose the booth of a man who dealt 
in cordage was forced open, a coil of rop^ 
fit for their purpose was selected to serve 
as a baiter, and the dealer next morning 
found (that a guinea had been left on his 
counter in exchange ; so anxious were the 
perpetrators of this daring action to shew 
that they meditated not the slightest wrong 
or infraction of iaw, excepting so far as 
Por^ouB was himself concerned. 

Lieadiqgj or carrying along with them, 
in this determined and regular manner^ the 
object tof their vengeance, they at length 
reacl^ the place of common execution, 
the scene of his crime, and destined spot 
of his . sufferings. Several of the rioters .(if 
tb^y should; not rather be described iisxon* 
qplrators) ende9;vx>ured to remove the stone 
which filled up the socket in which the end 

10 
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of thefatal tree was sunk when it was erect- 
ed for its fatal purpose ; others sought for 
the means of constructing a temporary gib- 
bet, the place in which the gallows itself 
was deposited being reported too secure to 
be forced, without much loss of time. But- 
ler endeavoured to avail himself of the de* 
lay stiflTorded by these circumstances, to turn 
the people from theirdesperatedesign. •'For 
God's sake," he exclaimed, " remember it 
18 the image of your Creator which you are 
about to deface in the person of this unfor- 
tunate man ! Wretched as he is, and wick- 
ed as he may be, he has a share in every 
promise of Scripture, and you cannot de- 
stroy him in impenitence without blotting 
his name from the Book of Life — ^Do not 
destroy soul and body ; give time for pre- 
paration." 

«< What time had they," returned a stern 
voice, •* whom he murdered on this very 
spot ?-— The laws both of God and man call 
for his death." 

9 
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" But what, my friends," insisted But- 
leti with a generous disregard to his own 
safety — *' what hath constituted you his 
judges?'* 

«' We are not his judges," replied the 
%ame person ; ^' be has been already judged 
and condemned by lawful authority. We 
are those whom Heaven, and our righteous 
anger, have stirred up to execute judgment, 
when a corrupt government would have 
protected a murderer." 

^< I am none." said the unfortunate For- 
teous ; *^ that w|iich you charge upon me 
&U out in self-defence, in the lawful exer«- 
ciseof my duty." 

«• Away with.him-x^away with him !" was 
the general cry. " Why dg you trifle away 
time in making a gallows ? — that dyester's 
pole is good enough for the homicide." 

The unhappy man was forced to his fate 
with remorseless rapidity. Butler, separa- 
ted from him by the press, escaped the last 
borrjors of hia struggles. Unnoticed by 
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those who had hitherto detaifaed him a» a 
prisoner, he fled from the fatal spot, with^ 
out much caring in what direction his 
course lay. A loud shout proclaimed the 
st^rn delight with which the agents of this 
deed regarded its completion. Butler then, 
at the opening into the low street called 
the Cowgate, cast back a terrified glance, 
and, by the red and dusky light of the 
torches, he fould discern a figure waver- 
ing and struggling as it hung suspended 
above the heads of the multitude* The 
sight was of a nature to double his' horrdr^ 
and to add wings to his flight The streets 
down which he ran opens < td one of tbe 
cfastern ports or gatesr of the city. Butler 
did not stop till; he reached it^ but founds 
it still shut. He waited nearly an hour, 
walking up and down in inexpressible^ per- 
turbation of mind; At length he ventured 
to call out, and rouse the attention of the 
terrified keepers of Uie gate, who now found 
themselves at liberty to raume their office 
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without interruption. Butler requested them 
to open the gate. They hesiteted. He tojid 
tbem his name and occupation; 

" He is a preacher,** said one j " I have 
heard him preach in Haddo's-hole.** 

<< A fine preaching has he been at the 
night," said another; *< but maybe least 
said^ is sunest mended.^ 

Opening then the wicket in one of the- 
leaves of the main^gate, the keepers suffer, 
ed Butler to depart, who hastened to carry 
his horror and fear from beyond the walls of 
Edinburgh* His first purpose was, instantly 
to take the road homeward ; but other fean| 
and cares, connected witii the^news he had 
learned in that remaikable day, induced him 
to linger in the neighbourhood of EdinlHirgh 
until daybreak* More than one groups of 
persons passed him as he was whileing away 
the hours of darkness that yet remained, 
whom, from the stifled tones of their dis- 
course, tiie unwonted hour when they tra* 
veiled^ and the hasty pace at which diey 
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walked} he conjectured to have been en- 
gaged in the late fatal transaction. 

« 

Certain it was, that the sudden and total * 
dispersion of the rioters, when their vindic- 
tive purpose was accomplished, seemed not 
the least remarkable feature of this singular 
affiiir. In general, whatever may be the im- : 
pelling motive by which a mob is at first 
raised, the attainment of their object has 
usually been only found to lead the way to > 
farther excesses. But not so in the present 
case. They seemed completely satiated with 
the vengeance they had prosecuted with 
such staunch and sagacious activity. When 
they were fully satisfied that life had aban- 
doned their victim, they dispersed in every 
direction, throwing down the weapons which 
they had only assumed to enable them to 
carry through their purpose. At daybreak 
there remained not the least token of the 
events of the night, excepting the corpse 
of Porteous, which remained suspended in 
the. place where he had sufiered, and the 
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ams of various kinds which the rioters had 
tdken from the city gukrd-house, and v?bich 
remained scattered about the streets as they 
bad thrown them from their hands^ when 
the purpose for which they had seized them 
was accomplished. 

The ordinary magistrates of the city re^ 
suided their power^ not without trembling 
at the late experience of the fragility of its 
tenure. To march troops into the ci^y, and 
commence a severe enquiry into the trans- 
actions of the preceding night, were the 
first marks of returning energy which they 
displayed. But these events had baen coii^ 
dudted on so secure and well- calculated a 
plan of safety and secrecy, that there was 
little or nothing learned to throw light up* 
on the authors or principal actors in a scheme 
so audacious. An express was dispatched 
to London with the tidings, where they ex^ 
cited great indignation and surprise in the 
council of regency, and particularly in .the 
bosom of Queen Caroline^ who considered i 

H 8 . 
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her own authority ar exposed to^ contempt 
by the success of this singukr conspiracy. 
Nothing was spoke of for some time save 
the measure of vengeance -which should be 
takeni not only on the actors of this trage> 
dy, so soon as they should be discovered^ 
but upon the magistrates who hadsufi^ed 
it to take place> -and upon the city which 
had been the scene where it was exhibited. 
Upon this occ^stoni it is still recorded in 
popular tradition, that her Majesty, in the 
height of her displeasure, told the celebni- 
ted John, Duke of Argyle, that, sooner 
than submit to such an insult^ she would 
make Scotland a hunting^field. '* In that 
case^ madam,'' answered that high-spirited 
noblemani with a profound bow, ^< I will 
take leave of your Majesty, and go down 
to my own country to get my hounds 
ready**' 

The import of the reply had more than 
met the ear; and as mosb of the Scottish 
nobility and gent^ seined actuated by the 
same national spirit^ the royal displeasure 
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was necessarily chpsked in mid«volley» and 
milder courses were recommended and 
adoptedi to some of which we may hereaC* 
ter have occasion to advert^ 
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CHAPTER VU. 

Arthiir'§-Seat shall be my bed. 
The sheets shall never be pressM by me; 

St Anton's well shall be my drink. 
Sin' my trae-love's fonakcn me. 

OldSangk 

If I were to chuse a spot from which the 
rismg or setting sun could be seen to the 
greatest possible advantage, it would be 
that wild walk winding around the foot of 
the high belt of semi'^circular rocks, called 
Salisbury Crags, and marking the verge of 
the steep descent which slopes down into 
the glen on the south-eastern side of the 
city of Edinburgh. The prospect, in its 
general outline, commands a close-built 
high-piled city, stretching itself out be- 
neath in a form, which, to a romantic 
imagination, may be supposed to repre* 
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86iit th^t of a dragon ; now, a noble arm 
of the sea, with its rocks, isles, distant 
shores, and boundary of mountains; and: 
now a fair and fertile champaign country, 
varied with hill, dale, and rock, and skirted^ 
by the varied and jpicturesque ridge of the 
Fenlland Mountains. But as the path gent* : 
ly circles around the base of the cliffs, the' 
prospect, composed as it is of these en*i 
chanting and sublime subjects, changes at 
every step, and presents them blended with 
or divided from each other, in every possible 
variety which can gratify the eye and the 
imagination. When a piece of scenery so 
bea^utiful, yet so varied,-^^o exciting by its; 
intricacy, apd yet so sublime, is lighted up* 
by the tints of morning or of evening, and 
displays all that variety of shadowy depth, 
exchanged with partial brilliancy, which: 
gives character even to the tamest of land-: 
scapes, the eSkct approaches nearer to en*, 
dmntment. This path, used to be my fa-* 
vourite evening and morning resort, when; 
engaged wiUi a favourite author, or ni^ w^ 
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subject of study. It is, I am informedi. 
now become totally impassable;, a^circiim*^ 
stance wfaich, if trn^ reflects Utde em3it 
on the taste of the Good Town or it» 
leaders* 

It was from this fiuscinating path^-^^he 
scene to me of so much deUcbus musiag^ 
when life was young and promised to be 
happy, that I have been unable to pass^ it 
over without an qpisodical description^t 
was, I say, from this romantic path thafr 
Btider saw the morning: arise the day aftee 
tiie murder of Forteous^ It was possible^ 
for him with ease to have found a. mudfc 
Sorter road to the house to which be waa^ 
directing hTs course, and, iniact, that whieb 
he chose was extremely circuitous* But to 
compose his own spirits, as well as to while 
away the time, until a proper hour for vi-^ 
siting the family without surprise or dis^. 
turbance, he was induced to extend his^uc- 
cuit by die foot of the rocks, and to lingor 
upon, his way until the morning adKMddvbe' 
considerably advanced. Whilei, now standi 
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iiig witia bis alms across, and waiting the 
sfow progress of the Ban above ibe horizon^ 
now sitting upon one of the numerous frag* 
ments which storms had detached from th& 
rocks above him, he is meditating, ^Iter* 
natelj, upon the horrible catastrophe whicb 
he had witnessed, and upon the mdancho^ 
ly, and to him most interesting, news which 
he. had learned at Saddletree's, w^ will give 
the reader to understand who Butler was, 
and by wh^t his fate was connected' with 
that of EflSe Deans, the unfortunate hand- 
maiden of the careful Mrs Saddletree^ 

Reuben Butler was of English extraction^ 
thoi^b bom in Scotland. His grandfather 
was a trooper in Monk's army, aild one of 
that party. of dismounted dr^agoons which 
form^ the forlorn-hope at the storm of 
Dundee in 1651. Stephen Butler (called^ 
fromhis taients in reading and expounding^. 
Scripture Stephen and Bible BuUer,): was^ a> 
staunch independent,^ and< received in its 
fullest comprehension the promise that the 
saints should^ idberit' the earth. As hard: 
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knocks were what had chiefly fallen to his 
share hitherto in the division of this com* 
mon property, he lost not the opportunity 
which the storm and plunder of a commer^ 
cial place afforded him, to appropriate as 
large a share of the better. thii^9 of this 
world as he could possibly compass. It 
would seem that he. had succeeded indifier^ 
ently well, for. his exterior circumstances 
appear, in consequence of this event, to 
have been much mended. 

The troop to which he belonged was quar* 
tered at the village of Dalkeith, as forming 
the body guard of Monk, who, in the capa- 
city, of general for the Commonwealth, re- 
sided in the neighbouring castle. . When, on 
the eve of the Restoration, the general com* 
menced his march from Scotland, ameasure 
pregnantwithsuchimportantconsequences, 
he new-^modelled his troops, and morees* 
pecially tbosq !^m mediately about his per-* 
son,in order that they might consist entire^i 
ly of individuals devoted to himself. Upon^ 
tbis^jQccanon Scripture^Stephen was weigh*- 
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ed in the balance, and found wanting. It 
was supposed he felt no cali to any expedi- > 
tion which might endanger the mgn of the 
military sainthood, and that he did not con- 
sider himself as free in conscience to join 
with any party which might ultimately ac-' 
knowledge the interest of Charles Stuart^ 
the son of *< the last man," as Charles L: 
was familiarly and irreverently termed by ^ 
them in their common .discourse, as well as 
in their more, elaborate predications and*^ 
harangues. A& the time did not admit of: 
eashiering such dissidents, Stephen Butler 
was only advised in a friendly way to give 
up his horse and accoutrements to . One of 
Middteton's old troopers, who possessed an : 
accommodating conscience of a. military 
stamp, and which squared itaelf chiefly up* 
on those of the colonel and pay-master. 
As tliis hint came recommended by a cer*. 
tain sum of arrears presently payable, Ste- 
phen had carnal wisdom enough, to em- . 
brace the proposal, and with great indifier* 
ence saw his old corps depart for CoM*, 
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streaoii on their route for the south> to 
establish the tottering government of £og^ 
land on a new basis. 

The wm of the ex trooper, to use Ho- 
race's phrase, was weighty enough to pur- 
chase a cottage and two or three fields (still 
known by the name of Beeri^eba,) within 
about a Scottish mile of Dalkeith \ and there 
did Stephen establish himself with a youth^^ 
ful helpmate, chosen out of thesaid village, 
whose disposition to a comfortable settlO' 
meat on this side of the grave reconciled her 
to the gruff mannero, serious temper, and 
weather-beaten features of the martial en* 
thusiast. Stephen did not long survive the 
falling on *^ evil days and evil tongues," 
of which Milton, in the same predicament^ 
80 mournfully complains. At hia death his 
consort remained an early widow, with a 
male child of three years old, which, in the 
sobriety wherewith it demeaned itself,, in 
the old-fashioned and even: grim, cast ofita 
features, and in its sententious mode of ex- 
pressing itself, would sufficiently have viui- 
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dicated die honour of the ^idow of Beer« 
sfaeba, had any one thought proper to chal- 
lenge the babe's descent from Bible Batl^r. 
Butler's principles had not descended to 
his family, or extended themselves •among' 
his neighbours^ The air of Scotland was 
fdien to the growth of independence, how- 
ever favourable to fanaticism under othei^ 
colours. But, nevertheless, they were not 
f(^otten ; and a Certain neighbouring laird, 
who piqued himself upon the loyalty of his' 
prhsciples^^ in the worst of times," Uibugh 
I never heard they exposed him to more 
pail than that of a broken head, or a 
night's lodging in the main guard, when 
wipe and cavalierism predominated in his 
upper story, had found it a convenient 
thing to rake up all matter of accusation 
against the deceased Stephen. In this 
enumeration his religious principles made 
no small figure, as, indeed, iltiey must have 
seemed of the most exaggerated enormity 
to one whose own were so small and so 
faintly feraced, as to be well nigh impetw 
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ceptible. In these circumstaQceSi poor wi* 
dow Butliei: was supplied with her full pro- 
portion, of fines for non-coofotmity, and all 
the other oppressions of the time, until 
Beersheba. was fairly wrenched out of her 
hands, and became the property of the 
laird who had sO: wantonly, as it had hither- 
to appeared, persecuted thi& poor forlorn 
woman* When his purpose was fairly, achie- 
ved, he shewed some remorse or: modera^ 
tion, or whatever tiie reader may please to 
term it, in permitting her to occupy her. 
husband's cottage, and cultivate, on no very 
heavy terms, a ctofl of land adjacent. Her 
son,. Benjamin, in the meanwhile, grew up : 
to man's estate* and, moved by that im- 
pulse which makes men seek marriage, 
even when its end can only be the perpe- 
tuation of misery, he married and brpughi 
a wife, and, eventually, a son, Beuben, to 
share the poverty of Beersheba* 

The Laird of Dumbiedikes had hitherto 
been moderate in his exactions, perhaps 
because he was ashamed to tax too highly 
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the tniserable means of support which re- 
mained to the widow Butlen But when a 
sto^t active young fellow appeared as the 
labourer of the croft in question, Duoibie- 
dikes began to think so broad a pair of 
shoulders might bear an additional burthen. 
He regulated, indeed, his management of 
his dependents (who fortunately were but 
few in number,) much upon the principle 
of the "carters whom he observed loading 
their carts at a neighbouring coal hill, and 
who never failed to clap an additional brace 
of hundred-weights on their burthen, so 
soon as by any means they had compassed 
a new horse of somewhat superior strength 
to that which had broken down the day 
before. However reasonable this practice 
appeared to the Laird of Dumbiedikes, he 
ought to have observed, that it may b6 
overdone, and that it infers, as a matter 
of course, the destruction and loss of both 
horse, cart, and loading. Even so it be- 
fell when the additional *' prestations'* 
came to be demanded of Benjamin Butlen 
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A man of few words, ^aod few ideas, but 
attached to Beersheba with a feeliag like 
that which a vegetable entertains to the 
spot in wJuch it chances to be planted, he 
neither remonstrated with the Laird, nor 
endeavoured to escape from him» but toil- 
ing night and day to accomplish the terms 
of his task-master, fell into a burning fever 
and died. His wife did not long survive 
him, and, as if it had been the fate of this 
family to be left or^^aiust, our.Reuhen But- 
ler was, about the year X7M-tfi, left im tthe 
same circumstances in which his fdtber had 
been placed, and under the same guardian* 
ship, being that of his grandmother, the 
widow of Monk's old troopen 

The same prospect of misery hung over 
the head of another tenant of this hard- 
hearted lord of the soil. This was a tough 
true-blue presbyterian, called Beans, who, 
though most obnoxious to the Laird on ac- 
count of principles in chyrch and irtate, 
contrived to maintain his ground upon^the 
-estate by regular payment of mail idutio, 



v^> 
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kain« arriagei carriage, dry multure, lock, 
gowpen, and knavesbip, and all the various 
.exjactions* now commuted for money, and 
summed* up in the emphatic word £bnt« 
But the years 1700 and 1701, longremem- 
beced in Scotland for dearth and general 
distress^ subdued tiie stout heart of the 
agricultutal whig. Citations by the ground- 
officer,, decreets of the BaronCourt, seques- 
trations, poindings of outdght and insight, 
fleur about his ears as fast as ever the tory 
bullets whistled around those of the Cove- 
nanters at Pentland, fiothwell Brigg, or 
Airdmoss. I^ruggle as he might, and he 
< strolled gallantly, ^* douce David Deans" 
was routed horse and foot, and lay at the 
mercy of his grasping landlcHrd just at the 
time that Benjamin Butler died. The fate 
of each family was anticipated, but they 
who prophesied their, expulsion to beggary 
and xuin, were disappointed by an accident- 
al circumstatiGe«^ 

On the very term-day when their ejec- 
tion sbmld have tak^i pkee, when, all their 
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neighbours were prepared to pity, and not 
one to assist them, the tniniister of the pa- 
rish, as well as a doctor from Edinburgh, re- 
ceived a hasty summons to attend the Laird 
of Dumbiedikes. Both were surprised, for 
his contempt for both faculties had been 
pretty commonly his theme over an extra 
bottle, that is to Say, at least once every 
day. Tlie leech for the soul and he for 
the body alighted in the court of the little 
old manor-house at almost the same time, 
and when they had gazed a moment at 
each other with some surprise, both in the 
same breath expressed their conviction that 
Dumbiedikes must needs be very ill indeed, 
since he summoned them both to his pre- 
sence at once. Ere the servant could usher 
them to his apartment the party was aug- 
mented by a man of law, Nichil Novit, wri- 
ting himself procurator before the Sheriff- 
court, for in those days there were no soli- 
citors. This latter personage was first sum- 
moned to the apartment of the Laird, 
where, after some short space, the aoul- 
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curer and the body-curer were invited to 
joia bitn. 

Dumbiedikes had been by this time trans- 
ported into the best bed-rooai» used only 
upon occasions of death and marriage^ and 
called, from the former of these occupa<^ 
tiomr the Dead- Room. There were in this 
apartment, besides the sick person himself 
and Mr Novit^ the son and heir of the pa- 
tieuty .a tall ^ga wky silly-looking boy of four- 
teen or fifteen, and a house-keeper, a good 
buxom figure of a woman, betwixt forty 
and fifty, who had kept the keys and ma- 
naged matters at Dumbiedikes since the 
lady's death. It was to these attendants 
that Dumbiedikes addressed himself pretty 
nearly in these words ; temporal and spiri- 
tual matters, the care of his health and his 
affairs, being strangely jumbled in a head 
which was never one of the clearest. 

** These are sair times wi' me, gentlemen 
and neighbours ! amaist as ill as at the 
a^ghty*nine, when I was rabbled by the 
QpUegeanerSt— -They mistook me muckle--^ 

TOL, !• I 
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they ca'*d me a papist, but there -was never a 
papist bit about me, minister. — ^Jock, ye'lL 
take warning — it's a debt we maun a' pay^ 
and there stands Nicfail Novit that wiD tell 
ye I was never gude at paying debts in my 
life. — Mr Novit, ye'U no forget to draw the 
annual rent that's due on the yerfs band— 
if I pay debt to other folk, I think they suld 
pay it to me — ^that equals aquals.--— Jock, 
when ye.hae naething else to do, ye may 
be aye sticking in a tree ; it will be grow- 
ing, Jock, when ye're sleeping. My father 
tauld me sae forty years sin% but I ne'er 
fand time to mind him^Jock, ne'er drink 
brandy in the morning, it files the stamach 
sair ; gin ye take a morning's draught, let 
it be aqua mirabilis ; Jenny there makes it 
weel. — Doctor, my breath is growing as 
scant as a broken-winded piper's, when he 
has played for four-and-twenty hours at a 
penny- wedding — ^Jenny, pit the cod aneath 
my head — but it's a' needless ! — Mass John, 
could ye think o' rattling ower some bit 
short prayer, it wad do; me gude maybe^ 
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and keep some queer thoughts out o* my 
head. — Say something, man.** 

" I cannot use a prayer like a rat rhyme," 
answered the honest clergyman ; ^* and if 
you would have your soul redeemed like a 
prey from the fowler. Laird, you must needs 
shew me your state of mind.** 

^* And shoudna ye ken that without my 
telling you?* answered the patient. " What 
have I been paying stipend and teind par* 
sonage and vicarage for, ever sin* the augh- 
ty-nine, an' I cahna get a spell of a prayer 
for*t, the only time I ever asked for ane in 
my life ?— Gang awa* wi* your whiggery, if 
that's a* ye can do ; auld Curate Kiitstoup 
wad hae read half the Prayer- Book to me 
by this time — Awa w'ye !^— Doctor, lef s see 
if ye can do ony thing better for me." 

The Doctor, who had obtained some in^ 
formation in the meanwhile from the house^ 
keeper on the state of his complaints, as- 
sured him the medical art could not pro- 
long his^ life many hours. ' ' . 

*< Then damn Mass John and you baith f 
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cried the furious and untractable patient. 
*^ Did ye come here for naething but to 
tell me that ye canna help me at the pinch ? 
Out wi' them» Jennys— out o* the house! 
and, Jocky my curse, and the curse of Crom<- 
well go wiVyei if ye gie them either fee or 
bountith, or sae^ muckle as a black pair o' 
cheverons." 

The clergyman and doctor made a speedy 
retreat out of the apartment, while Dumb- 
iedikes fell . into one of those transports of 
violent and profane language, which had 
procured him the surname of Damn*me- 
dikes — ** Bring me the brandy bottle, Jen- 
ny, ye b ," he cried, with a voice in 

which passion contended with pain. ^< I 
can die as I have lived, without fashing 
ony p' them. But there's ae thing," he said, 
sinking his voice — ^^ there's ae feaiful thing 
bings ^bout my heart, and an anker of 
brandy winna wash it away — The Deans at 
Woodend ! — I sequestrated them in the dear 
years, and now they are to flitt tliey'll starve 
--^and that Beersheba, and that auld troop- 
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cr's wife and her oe, they'll starve— they'll 
starve ! — Look out, Jock j what night is't ?** 
. " Onding o* snaw, father/' answered 
Jock^ after having opened the window^ and 
looked out with great composure. 

" They'll perish in the drifts// said the 
expiring sinner — " they'll perish wi' cauld ! 
— but I'll be het aneugh, gin a' tales be 
true." 

This last observation was made under 
breath, and in a tone which made the very 
attorney shudder. He tried his hand at 
ghostly advice, probably for the first time 
in his life, and recommended, as an opiate 
for the agonized, conscience of the laird, 
reparation of the injuries he had done to 
these distressed families, which, he obser- 
ved by the way, the civil law called /•e^/i- 
tutio in integrum. But Mammon was strug- 
gling with Remorse for retaining his place 
in a bosom he <had so long possessed ; and 
he partly succeeded, as an old tyrant proves, 
often too strong for his insurgent rebels. 

** I canna do't," he answered, with a voice 
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of despair. « It would kill me to do't— 
hpw can ye bid me pay^back siller, when ye 
ken how I want it? or dispone Beersheba, 
when it lies sae weel into my ain plaid* 
nuik? Nature made Dumbiedikes and 
fieersheba to be ae man's^ land— She did 

\)y • Nichil, it wad kill me to part 

them." 

** But ye mann die whether or no, Laird,^ 
said Mr Novit ; " and maybe ye wad die 
easier — it's but trying. I'll scroll the dis- 
position in nae time.''' 

** Dlnna speak o't, sir, or 1*11 fling the 
stoup at your head. — ^But, Jock, lad, ye se€ 
how the warld warstles wi* me on my death- 
bed — Be kind to the puir creatures the 
Deanses and the Butlers— be kind to them, 
Jock. Dinna let the warld get a grip o' 
ye, Jock — ^but keep the gear thegither! 
and whatever ye do, dispone Beersheba at 
no rate. Let the creatures stay at a mo« 
derate mailing, and hae bite.and soup ; it 
' will maybe be the better wi* your father 
whare he's gaun, lad." 



i 
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After these contradictory instructions, 
the Laird felt his mind so much at ease 
that he drank three bumpers of brandy con- 
tinuousiy, and << soughed awa/' as Jenny * 
expressed it, in an attempt to sing, <* De'ti 
stick the minister.'' 

His death made a revohition in favour of 
the distressed families. John Dumbie^ now 
Dumbiedikes» in his own right, seemed to 
^e^lose and selfish enough j but wanted the 
grasping spirit and actiye mind of his fa^ 
ther ; and his guardian happened to agree 
with him in opinion, that liis father's djring 
recommendation should be attended to. 
The tenants, therefore,, were not actually 
turned out of doors among the snow wreaths, 
and were allowed wherewith to procure 
butter-milk and pease bannocks, which they 
eat under the full force of the original 
malediction. The cottage of Deans, called 
Woodend, was not very distant from that 
at Beersheba. Formerly there had beeq, 
little intercourse between the families. 
Deans was a sturdy Scotchman, with all 
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sort of prejudices against the southi^rn, and 
the spawn of the soutberni Moreover, 
Deans was, as we have said, a staunch pres- 
byterian^ of the most rigid and unbending 
adherence to what he conceived to be th^ 
only possible straight line, as he was wont 
to express himself, between righthand 
heats and extremes, and left-hand defec- 
tions ; and, therefore, he hdd in high dread 
and horror all independents, and wfaoihso- 
ever he supposed allied to them. ; 

But, notwithstanding th^e national pre- 
jjudices and religious professions. Deans and 
the widow Butler were plslced in such a si- 
tuation^ as naturally created sonie intimacy 
between the families. They had shared a 
common danger and a mutual deliverahce. 
They needed each other^s assistance, like a 
company, who, crossing a mountain stream, 
are compelled to ding close together, lest 
the current should be too powerful for any 
who are not thus ^^pported. * 

On nearer acquaintance, too. Deans abated 
someof his prejudices. He found Mrs But- 
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ler, though not thoroughly grounded in the 
extent and bearing of the real testimbny 
«gainst the defections of ihe times, had no 
opinions in favour of the independent party ; 
neither was she an Englishwomam There- 
forefi it was to be hopedi that^ though she 
was the widow of an enthusiastic corporal 
of Gromweir^ dragoons, it was possible her 
grandson might be neither schismatic nor 
anti^national, two qualities concerning which 
Goodman Deans had as wholesome a terror 
as against piapists and malignaiits. Above 
aH« (for Douce Davie Deans had his weak 
side,) he perceived that widow Butler look-- 
ed up to him with reverence, listened to 
his advice, and compounded for an occa-^ 
. sional fling at the doctrines of her deceased 

• 

husband, to which, as we have seen, she 
was by no means warmly attached, in con* 
sideration of the valuable counsels which 
the presbyterian afforded her fpr the ma*- 
nagement of her little farm. These usual- 
ly concluded with, ** they may do otherwise 

12 
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in England, neighbour Butler, for aught I 
ken ;'* or, " it may be diflferent in foreign 
parts ;" or, ** they wha think differently on 
the great foundation of our covenanted re- 
formation, overturning and mishguggling 
the gQverninent and discipline of the kirk, 
and breaking down the carved work of our 
Zion, might be for sawing the craft wi' aits ; 
bur I say pease, pease.-' And as his advice 
was shrewd and sensible, though conceited- 
ly given, it was received with gratitude, 
and followed with respect. 

The intercourse which took place be- 
twixt the families at Beersheba and Wood- 
end became strict and intimate, at a very 
early period, betwixt Reuben Butler, with 
whom the reader is already in some degree 
acquainted, and Jeanie Deans, the only 
child of Douce Davie Deans by his first 
wife, ** that singular Christian woman," as 
he was wont to express himself, '* whose 
name was savoury to all that knew her for 
^ desirable professor, Christian Menzies in 
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Hocbinaagirdle^'* The manner of which in- 
tiniacy» and the consequences thereof ve 
sow proceed to relate^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Reuben and Baflbd, tboogh as Ibnd as doves, • 
Were yet discreet and cautious in their loves. 
Nor would attend to Cupid's wild commands. 
Till cool reflection bade them join their bands. 
When both were poor, they thought it ai]gu6d ill 
Of hasty love to make them poorer still. 

Crabbb's Parish Register, 

While widow Butler and widower Deans 
struggled with^ poverty, and the bard and 
sterile soil of those ** parts and portions" of 
the lands of Dumbiedikes which it was their ' 
lot to occupy, it became gradually apparent 
that Deans was to gain the strife, and his 
ally in the conflict was to lose it. The for- 
mer was a man, and not much past the prime 
of life — Mrs Butler a woman, and declined 
into the vale of years. This, indeed, ought 
in time tp have been balanced by the cir- 
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buttiat^ncei. that Rieuben was growing up to 
assist his grandmother's labours, and that 
Jestfiie DeanSy as a girl, could be only sup- 
posed to add to her father's burthens. But 
Douce Davie Deans knew bettei things, and 
so schooled and trained the young. minion^' 
as he called her, that from the time she 
could walk, upwards, she was daily, em- 
ployefd ' in ' some task or other suitable to 
her^ge and capacity, a circumstance which^ 
added to her father's daily instructions and 
lectures, tendied to give her mind, even 
wheh a child, a grave, serious, firm, and 
reflecting caiat. An uncommonly strong 
and ' healthy temperament, free from all 
nervous a£fectton and every other irregula* 
Xity^' which, attacking the body in its more 
noble functions, so often influences the 
mind, tended greatly to establish this firm- 
nes^ simplicity, and decision' of character* 
On t*be other hand, Reubien was weak in 
cdfristitotion, and, though not timid in tem* 
per, might be safely pi^onounced anxious, 
dcmbtfi;^, wd apprebensivet He partook 
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of the temperament of his mother, vfho had 
died of a consumption in early age. He 
was a pale^ thin». feeUe, sickly boy, «nd 
somewhat lame, from an accident in early 
youth. He was, besides, the child of a do- 
ting grandmother, whose over-solicitous at- 
tention ta him soon taught him a; sort of 
diffidence in himself, with a disposition to 
over-rate his own importance, whicb^is one 
of the very worst consequences tbat chil- 
dren deduce from ovar-indulgence. 

StiU, however, the two children clung to 
eaeh otbei^s society, not more from habit 
than from taste. They herded together the 
handful of sheep, with the two or three 
cows, which their parents turned out ra- 
ther to seek food than actually to feed up^ 
on the uninclosed common of DumbiedikesJ 
It was there that the two urchins might be 
seen seated beneath a blooming bush of 
whin, their little round faces laid close to- 
gether under the shadow of the same plaid 
drawn over both their heads, while theland- 
scape around was embrowned by an over- 
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shadowing cloud, big with the shower which 
had driven the children to shelter* Upon 
other occasions they went together to school, 
the boj receiving that encouragement and 
example from his companion, in crossing the 
little brooks which intersected their path , and 
encountering cattle^ dogs, and other perils, 
upon their journey, which the male sex ia 
such cases usually consider it as their prero- 
gative to extend to the weaker^ But when, 
seated on the benches of the school-hous^ 
they began to con their lesson together, Reu- 
ben, who was as much superior to Jeanie 
Deans in aeuteness of intellect, as inferior 
to her in firmness. of constitution, and that 
insensilMlity to fatigue and danger which 
depends om thcconformatioa of the nerves, 
was able fully to requite the kindness and 
countenance with which, in other circum- 
stances, she used to regard him. He was 
decidedly the best scholar at the little pa- 
rish school, and so gentle was his temper 
and disposition, that he was rather admired 
than envied by the little mob who occupied 



.<* 
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the noisy tnansio!), although he was the 
declared favourite of the master. Several 
girls, in particular, (for in Scotland they 
are taught with the. boys) longed to be kind 
to, and comfort the sickly lad, who was so 
much cleverer than his companions. The 
character of Reuben Butler was bo calcula* 
ted as to offer scope both for their, sympa^ 
thy and their admiration, the feelings, per- 
haps, through which the female sex (the 
nSore deserving pact of them at least) is 
more easily attached. 

' But Reuben, naturally r^erved and dis- 
tant, improved none of these advantages ; 
and only became more attached to Jeanie 
Deans, as the enthusiastic approbation of 
his master assured him of iair prospects in 
future life, and awakened his ambition. In 
the mean time, ev^ry advance that Reuben 
made in learninj^ (and, considering his op- 
portunities, they were uncommonly great) 
rendered him less capable of attending to 
the domestic duties of his grandmother's 
farm. While studying the pa^s asifwtum in 



EdcKd, be feufierdd every cudaie ujpon the 
dommon to trespass upon a large field^ of 
pease belonging to the Laird, and nothmg 
but the active e^certidns of Jeanie Deans, 
^ith her little dog'Dusti'efoot, could have 
saved great loss and ibdnsequent punish- 
ment. Similar miscarifiages maf'ked his pro- 
gress in bis clajssical studies.' He read Vir- 
gil's Gedrgids till he did not know bear 
frcwn bdrley ; ^arfdhaid hearfj^ destroyed the 
6rofts-df ©eershebai 'whilei attempting to 

♦ • • • • 

cultivate them according to the practice of 
Coltimella and Gata the Censor. 

These blunders occasioned grief to his 
graiid-dahte; afud- disconcerted the good 
opinion wH'ieh htr neighbour, Davie Deans, 
had for sotne time entertained of Reuben* 

" I see naiething ye can make of that 
silly callant, neighbour Butler,'* said hie to 
the old lady, "unless ye train him to the 
wark o*^ the ministry. And ne'er was there 
mair'need of poorfu* preachers than e'en 
now in these caiild Gallio days, when men's 
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hearts afe barkened like the nether miit* 
ston^tilUhey Qome to regard none of th^e 
fting,. If. evi4«.t thi. puir clUnt of yo,tf . 
will never be. able to do an usefu' day'» 
¥^ark, unless, it be as an ambassador fronv 
our Master ; and I wiH make it my business 
to procure a licence when he is fit for the 
same, trusting he will be a shaft cleanlj 
polished, and meet to be used in the body 
o£ the kirkt ajod tljat he shall not tura 
agam,, like the sow»,to wallow ip the^ a^ire 
of heretical extremes and defections^, but 
shall have the wings of a doye» though he 
^ath lain among the po^s.'' 

The poor widow gi)lped down the a£> 
front to her husband'is principled,^ implied 
in this caiftion, and hastened to take But- 
ler from the Hlgh*School, and encourage 
him in the pursuit of mathematics and di^ 
yinity, the only physics and ethics that 
<:hapc,ed to be in fa^jon at the time. 

Jeanie Deans was now compelkd to part 
from the companion of her labour^ her stu* 
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dy, and her pastime, and it was with more 
than childish feeling th^t both children re* 
garded ^he separation. But they were youngs 
and hope was high, and they separated iike 
those who hope to meet again at a more 
auspicious hour; 

While Reuben Butler was acquiring at 
the University of St Andrews^ ther know^ 
ledge necessary for a clergyman, aad' ma- 
cerating his body with the privations which 
werrnecessary in seeking food for his mind» 
his grandame became daUj less able ta strugr 
gle with her little farm, and was^ at length 
obliged to throw it up to the new Laird of 
Dumbiedikes» That great personage was no 
ithsolute Jew, and didnotc^eat her in ma- 
king the bargain more than was tolerablct. 
He e^en gave her permission to tenant the 
house in which she had lived with her bus- 
band, as long as it should be/^ tenantable^'' 
only he protested against paying for a far- 
thing of repairs,: any benevolence which he 
had being of the passive,, but by no meaijRi 
of the active mood. » 



In the m^aflwhAe, from superior shrewd- 
ness, skill, and other circumstances, some 
of them purely accidental, Davie Deans 
gained a footing in the world, the posses- 
sion of some wealth, the reputation of more, 
and a growing disposition to preserve and 
increase his store; for which, when he 
thought upon it seriously, he was inclined 
to blame himself. From his knowledge in 
i^riculture, as it was then practised, he be* 
came a sort of favourite with the Laird, 
who had no pleasure either in active sports 
or in society, and was wont to end his daily 
saunter by calling at the cottage of Wood- 
end. 

Being a man himself of slow ideas and 
confused utterance, he used to sit or stand 
for half an hour with an old laced hat of 
his father's upon his head, ,and an empty 
tobacco-pipe in his mouth, with his eyes 
following Jeanie Deans, or y' the lassie," 
as he called her, through the course of her 
daily domestic labour, while her father, af- 
ter exhausting the subject of bestial, of 



THE HEART OF M^D- LOTHIAN. 813 

ploughs^ and of barrowsi often: took an op- 
portunity of going full sail into controver- 
sial subjects, to which discussions the digni- 
tary listened with much^ seeming patience, 
but without making any reply, or, indeed^ 
as most people thought, without under- 
standing at single word of what the oiatot 
was saying. Deans,' indeed, denied this 
stoutly, as an insult at onc^ to his own ta« 
lents for expounding hidden truthsy of 
which ^ he was a little vaint and to the 
Laird's .capacity of understanding, them* 
He said, << Dumbiedikes was n^ine of these 
flashy gentles^ wi' lace on thek nkicts and 
swords at their tails, that were rather for 
riding on horseback to hell than gaun bare- 
footed to Heaven. He wasna. like his fa- 
ther — nae profane company-keeper — nae 
swearer— qae drinker — nae frequenter of 
play-bcHisef or musi^house, or dancing- 
house— nae 3^bbath.breaker — nae imposes: 
of aiths, or bondsi or denyer of liberty to 
the flock. — He clave to the warld, and the 
warld's gear, a wee ower muckle, but then 
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there Was some breathing of a gale upon 
bis spirit," &c. &c. All this honest Davie 
said and believed. 

. It is not to be supposed, that, as a father 
and a man of sense and observation, the con-, 
stant direction of the Laird's eyes towards 
Jeanie was altogether unnoticed. This cir- 
cumstance, however, made a much great- 
er impression upon another member of his 
family, a second help-mate, to wit, whom 
he had chosen to take to his bosom ten 
years after the death of his first. Some 
people were of opinion, that Douce Davie 
had been rather surprised into this step, 
for in general he was no friend to marriages 
or giving in marriage, and seemed rather 
to regard that state of society as a neces- 
sary evil,— a thing lawful, and to be tolera^ 
ted in the imperfect state of our nature, 
but which clipped the wings with which 
we ought to soar upwards, and tethered 
the soul to its mansion of clay, and the 
creature-comforts of wife and bairns. His 
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•wtt practice, however^ had in lihis material 
point varied fVom his principles, since, as 
we have seen, he twice knitted for himself 
this dangerous and ensnaring entangle* 
merit* 

Rebecca, his spouse, had by no means 
the same horror of matrimony, and as she 
made marriages in imagination for every 
neighbour round, shefafled not to indicate 
a msltch betwixt Dumbredikes and her Step- 
daughter Jeanie. The goodman used re- 
gularly to frown and pshaw whenever this 
topic was touched upon, but usually ended 
by taking his bonnet and walking out of 
the house to conceal a certain gleam of sa« 
tisfaction, which, at such a suggestion, in- 
voluntarily diffused itself over his austere 
features. 

The more youthful part of my readers 
may naturally asik^ whether Jeanie -Deans 
was deserving of tliis mute attention of the 
Laird of Dumbiedikes ; and the liistorian, 
with due n^gard to veracity, is compelled 
to answer^ that her personal attractions 
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vftre of no uncommon descrlptiipiu She. 
was short, an4 ratj^er to9 stoutly made for 
her size, had grey ey^,, ^ght-colcxur^d hair, 
a round good-humoured face, muqh tj^i^i^d 
with the sun, and her only pecuUar charai 
was an air of inexpressib^ serenijty,^ which 
a good conscience, kind feelings, contei^* 
ed temper, and the regular di3charge pf all 
her duties, spread over, herfeatures* There 
was nothing, it )x^\>P^^.- v^ry ap- 
palling in the form or^manners of this n|S; 
tic heroine J yet, whether fronx sl^eepish 
bashfulness, or from want of decision and 
imperfect knowledge of hi? o^n mjnd Qif. 
the subject, the Laird of Dumhiedikes, witb 
his old laced hat apd ^mpty to)3a,cco-pip^ 
came and enjoy^^d the beatific vision of Jeanie 
Deans day after day, week after week, year 
after year,^ without prpposing tp accqipglish 
.any of the prophesies of the step*mothef< 

^his .^ood lady began to grow doubly 
impatient on the subject, when, after b^2|- 
ving been some years married v:^4she herseilf 
presepttedDouce Davie with anotb^ 4%^^ 
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ter, who was named Eupbemaa, by comip. 
tion, Effie. It was then that Rebecca be- 
gan to turn impatient with the alow pace 
at which the Laird's wooing proceeded* 
judiciously arguing, that, as Lady Dumbie- 
dikes would have but little occasion for 
tocher, the principal par^^pf her gudeman's 
substance would naturally descend toth^ 
child by the second marriage. Other stepi> 
dunes have tried less laudable means for 
clearing the way to the succession of their 
own children ; but Rebecca, to do her jus- 
tice, only sought little Effie's advantage 
through the promotion, or which must have 
generally been accounted such, of her elder 
sister. She therefore tried every female art 
within the compass of her simple skill to 
bring the Laird to a point; but had the 
mortiBcation to perceive that her eSbTt\ 
like those of an unskilful angler, only scared 
the trout she meant to catch. Upon one 
occasion^ in particular, when she joked 
with the Laird on the propriety of giving 9 

VOL. I. K 
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iSifetress to ^e house of Dumbiedikes, he 
1(ras «o e^ctually startled, that neither 
laced lrk,^%6bacco-pipei nor the inteHi- 
gent proprietor of these moveiables, visit- 
td Woodettd 4at a fortmgfat. Rebecca was 
llierfefijffe^edmpeUerf to leave the !Laird to 
proceed s^ his own "snail's pace, convinced, 
hy eiqpefiente, of the graVe-diggert apho- 
rism, that your diffl ass will not mend his 
]^e ftH* 'beating. 

- ^ {fiettben, in the tneatHime, pursoed his 
iWddtei^ *a!t tlie university, 'supplying his 
"wants ^by tefachlng the younger lads ihe 
knowledge he tiimself acquired, and thus 
A ohte gainrng the weans of maintaining 
ftimsi^f at the seat of learning, and fixing 
9n his mind the elements of what- he had 
^Iteady obtained. In this manner, -As is 
tisual amotig the poorerl&tndeilts df divini^ 
ty at Scottish universities, he contrived, 
^Ot only^o maintain himself according to 
^?9^imple wants, btit even to send eonsiw 
€^ble'2Ssiitatice to his sole remaining pa- 
rent, a sacred duty, t>f which the Seotdi'are 



wldam negligent;' fiis prc^^ss in Immi 
kdge of a' gennal fckid^ as well as in^tit^ 
studies proper to his pFofession, was verjr 
eotisidemble, but less marked from the re- 
tired modesty of his disposition, which III 
00 ^respect qualified litm to*setoff his le^rm^'- 
mg io the Jiest ^ vantage* And th us, - hitd 
Biltler been a man given tp make com* 
plaints, he had his tale to tell^ like others, of 
unjust preferetices, bad luck, and hard usage% 
He obtained his licence as a preach^ 
^ erf the gospel, with some compiimentA 
from the presbytery by whom it wats be^ 
$iboweiA ; but this did not lead to any pre^ 
ferment^ and be foundit neisessary to ma&e 
itifs eottage at Qeersheba his tesidem^e for 
tMtti^ months, with no dthe(r income tha^ 
w^''^£brded'by the precarious oceopaflidii 
€(#' teaching in one or iwo neigbbonfivig 
fttbilicis* ' Afler havkig j^eeted Im aged. 
gi^^D^iStaFiot^r, his fipst Tisit was to Wocni- 
•<bd^<wlifef^<i^ was received byJeanie with 
-wkrtnveordiaiHf^, <irisiog from rIeodlectiMfs 
^^'>bM-^€VJ^%eeii>idumiiss0d^fi^ ^fi«r 
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aiiid^ by Rebecca with goodUbnmoured 
hosfHtalHy, and by oM Davie in a mode 
peculiar to himself. » 

Highly as Douce Deans honoured the 
cl^rgyt it was not upon each individual of 
the cloth that he bestowed his approbation $ 
andy a Utile jealous, perhaps, at seeing hia 
youthful acquaintance erected into the 
dignity of a teacher and preacher, he in* 
stantly attacked htm upon various pointa 
of controversy, in order to discover whe- 
ther he might not have fallen into aome oi 
the snares, defections, and desertions of 
the time. Butler was not ^nly a man of 
staunch presbyterian principles^ but was 
also willing to avoid giving pain to his old 
friend by disputing upon points of little im* 
portance ; and therefore he might have ho* 
ped to have come Uke.ri^^d gold out of the 
furniace of Davie's interrogatories. . Sut the 
result onthe miiid of. that strict inVest^tor 
was not altogether so favourable, as might 
have been^hoped andiaDticipiited* Old Jik 
ditb .Bakler» ^hP had gobbled that eyeoiiig 



mftar m Woodend^ in order to enjoy the con-^ 
gratulatioQs of her neighbours upon Reu- 
ben's return, and on his high attainments^ 
«f twhieh she was herself not a little proud, 
was somewhat mortified to find that her 
old friend Deans did not enter into the siik 
J0et with tb^ warmth she expected. At 
first, indeed, be seemed rather dilent than 
jfouitifified ;: and it was «ot tiUJudidi htd 
essayed the sabyect more than- onee that it 
kd to the foBewing dialogue. 
y <« Aweelj neibor Deans, I thought yi 
wad hae been glad to see* Reuben amang» 
us i^sam, poor fallow^'* i 

; ^^lam glad, Mrs Butler,^ was the neigh- 
boor's: concise anewer. • 

^ Since he has lost liis grandfadier and 
biapfittbir, (praised h6 Him that givetti and 
taketbt) I ken nae Aiend he has in the 
world thalfs been sae like a father to him' 
as the sell o' ye, neibor Deans.^ 

M God is the only father of the fiither* 
lass," said Deans, touching his bonnet and; 
looking upwards* ^ Give honour wiiere it 
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^Adnaedouht yetkeii^lmlt?; .bntil hacHkelto 
n^A ye; ) I>afHe^ i seiofd: ai forpet ! o^ mdat 40 
Bt^sfaoha iwfhen t^ece wBs mt.^ bbw left: in 
tbe mtal^ark: at Woodeitd $.- igif^ aoid /I hMf, 
ii^Kaedye"— ' ; .' -/.n /.'• 

' << Gtfdewii^t." muI DuvSft^: infiafriifitii^ 
hWf ^rtbeaearerbirtidle tole|i<to tell tee;; fil 
for naething bjiit to puff up cMV iniKird)titei 
ytif our aia yain^aclSA I sbAido heak/bless- 
«d.iy^affide«: fiedtUfiwhod I kMrd Wdi bidt 
the death and testiinOiV|r(d£oiiflrbfipfi)is«au 
tyrs but dr^Ni of: biiidfe atiQ ,teiictaN«riiik ; 
and what suld I think-iof •sjr thtng^thef Ubd 

but' I mmn 9by. fehat^ I am nird jfbitr ate 
glad ta QM-my baimi a^Mik-^e haUfs^oe 
now, unless' he has. to walk ower mim^ 
voiles at a stret^;: and he has ia wit. hit 
(icxliiur in his cheeky tbatjg)aidftibyiaidd peal 



10 see it; , aod hip hfi» s^ d^oent a blsK^oeat 
%s the iuaister» ai¥l"r-*-r* 

<* I am very heartily gl^ be is w€«l aia^ 
thriving," said Mr Deaos^ wjlb a:graviljri 
^t seemed intended to etIisbcMtt the aUh*^ 
)Sfi% i .bmt a woman who it benl iipAn: a 
point is not eaittly pushed a^e from it: 
J. /^iAttdf" cohtlnued Mrs Bader, ** lite eaa 
fflkg hia besMi in a pirij^itMidw^ neibof 
QeaiiSf thipk.btttr.^flbM^^Hsay atm oe-««^Qd 
a'bodyinaon sit still aod&teia to bun» aai 

ifrbeL«tre!tbeFaip€ifR«mfe«" < 

«i The what ?-^t<il!e ^o ?~w>iMaa r' said 
9e4tti$, /V7^ aatemaess faf btyond hiaiAsQal 
spravity» afii moo aa thesb crfferiiirr iff^t^ 
bad jDtfu^ u^on'tbetympadium of(b«s eaiv: 
; *< JEhr guide: Qa!" said tiiepeoir ivi^ihinfp 
Ml h9Af(»gf>t ^halt aa itl witt ye had,. ayer 
«k 4^Paiif>^ and sae hAdmyjpiiir gndemaii^! 
Sfti^phen Butler.' Moay an afternoon har 
wad'sit ftnd takd up hi&testimtmy again thb. 
Baipr Itnd agiiin baptistc^el'batini^ andrftbfe; 
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"Woman!" reiterated Deam, ^« either 
qpeak about what ye ken spinethiBg o% or 
be silent ; I say that independency is a foul 
heresy, and anabaptism a damnable and de* 
•eiviqg error, whilk suld be rooted out of 
the hmd wi* the fire o* the spiritual, and tho 
sword o* the civil magistrate/* 

<< Weel, weel, ndbor^ TU no sajf that 
ye mayna be right. I am sure ye are right 
about the sawing and the mawing, the sheer* 
ing and the leading, and what for suld ye 
no be right about kii^*wark, too ?~<But 
concerning my oe, Reuben Butler ^ ■ ■ 

" Reuben fuller, gudewife, is a lad I 
wish heartily weel to, even as if he were 
mine ain son*-*-but I doubt there will be 
outs and ins in jthe tract of his walk. I 
muckle fear his gifts will get the heels of 
his grace. He has ower muckle homaii 
wit and learning, and thinks as muckle 
about the form of the Wcker as he does 
about the healsomeness of the food~*he 
maun broider the mania|;e-garment with 
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kce and pasiifDents, or its no gude ani^^h 
foi bim« And its like hc^lBOmething proud 
& his human gifts and leamingy whilk en^u 
bles him to dress up bis doetrine in that 
fine airy dress. Bat," added he, at seeing 
the old woman's uneasiness at his discourse, 
^. afllietion may gi'e him a jagg, and let the 
wind out o^ himas out o' a cow that's eaten 
Wt clover, and the lad may do weel, and 
l)e : a; burning and a diining light } and I 
trust, it will be yours to see, and his to feel 
it» and that soon." 

' Widow Butler' was obliged to retire, un- 
able to make any thing more of her neigh. 
bonVf whme discourse, though she did not 
comprehend k, filled her with undefined 
apprehensiohs on hn grandson's account, 
wid greatly depressed the joy with which 
•she had welcomed him on his return. And 
it must not be concealed, in justice to Mr 
Deans's dtscemmenti ^at Butler, in their 
coaifereUiCe, had made a greater display of 
bis learning than the occasion called for, 
or than was like to be acceptable to the old 



gentleinati^ \9b0i- uaax^UuMA. to cobsiM 
jj^imsdf. as a; {HBctof pMUeniitaDlly imtdtlsi 
to dictate/ i4iobt1in<>ltogkri)fiil9eota 
iwvemy, fdt;r4thcirihaaibM^aiMl mixiti&id 
tvben learned in0iarHittcwerA>p)a£ed iiv ait 
Yay dgannst: hiai# Ift faot^ rBudor. Imd* adl 
isseaped tliQi:h^® ofr^^edbnincimwiDbbiitatUi 
luUy^ fldived /n>m'Jiift'ttdBcatibiQjand! ina 
apt, oR'iBatty Qcoasioh^itoimalqB'paiiBDdeiaf 
bis knofwledgei whea ^emowasmoeiileed^ 
such vaoity^ , j 

Jeanle Deans, howev^t^ifoandliidf&^li 
with this ^dispifejr Qi:\camkia»g4. hv^f oty the 
<!OQtrary^ admired it ;* ^vhrnprn^nibm 
aeore that her a^c areauodto admire,' 
ef eourage, on aociomii;o£ihtifl^oivii' 
€ieiicy in that qindifiBafcicak r :ilMi'jQiiKNM|;fr 
*st&nees of their fittniUfa^ t|Btow/ idie'i j^ouog 
people constaotlytogethiietr;. tHekr oidliaiia- 
macy was reoewedr thoiigb apao^a^Aiotii^ 
better adapted to-tlieir agaij and lit <beo8ifate 
at length understood betteiatt'daia(V'f^Mt 
fheir union shocdd Itodeferirevlibo^iiingai: 
ihMi until Bctior should <4>tiaiii wmt^msiiif 
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namlis of sQp|f o(rt, However hoAible: TbSfii 
Iiowereir, was not a matter speieffify to bo; 
aecompKslml. Plan aftor plan waSibrmedW 
aiid plan after plan failed. The ^^MdiJUktf 
miMired'^eek of Jeanie lost tbe! first flush! 
ofjuveitile fre^hess; ReiibenV brovr asbu^' 
nieii the grslvity of manbood,. yet the md^s 
of attahitng a settlement seeiiieil remote asi 
ever. Fortunately for the loirers, their pai^ 
»oh was of no ardent or enthriaiaitio &iAs 
and a sense of duty oh both sides induoed 
them tx>*bear9 with patient fortituite, thepro^ 
fa^act^d interval whieh divided theiki froa* 
eacbother.^ : , <' ■ ' ' 

In the mean^wbiley tin&e did 'not rollout 
without effisetJng his usual dmngei^^ Th& 
widow of Stephjen- Butler^ so long the prdp^ 
0tt the &nA\y of Beershtba^ was gather€iii 
to her fathers ; and Rebecea^ tbe carefa^ 
spohse of dur friend Diiivie Beans, was atfia 
Wtftmotied fron> her plana of maitriindniEA 
BXid domestic economyl The metoimig after 
W dcfalthi^ Reuben Botlef went to offiirr his^ 
ndteicf CMSOlatioafeQi hia^old friend and bci^ 

& 



Msfttcton He witneBsed, on this^ oeenioiit 
a remarkable striiggle betwixt tke force ef 
natural affectioiiy aod the religious atbicisBd, 
irfaich the sufferer thought it was incuiik«« 
bent upon him to matntatn under eaeh eaivu 
ly dispensation, whether of weal or woe« 

On his arrival at the cottage, Jeanie, with 
ber eyes overflowing with tears, pointed to 
tike Httle orchard, *« in which/' she whisper-^ 
ed with broken accents, ^< nty poor lather 
has been since his misfortune.'' Somewhat 
alarmed at this account, Butler entered the 
orchard, and advanced slowly towards his 
oldiiJend, who, seated in a smaU rude ar^ 
bmir, appeared to be sunk in the- extremity 
ci his afflictioo. He lifted his eyes .some* 
what rtemiy as Butlw approaehed, as if 
oflfended at the interruption } but: as the 
young man hesitated whether 'be ought to 
retreat or advaocei be surose, and^ came fiic* 
ward to meet him, with a self-fKOsessedy 
and even dignified air. 

f< Young man, lay it not to heart, tbough 
the righteous peabfa and the meuifiil ase 

•• s 
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removed, seeing, it may well be said, that 
tbey areti^en away from'tbe evils to come; 
Woe to me, were 1 to shed a tear for the wi& 
of my bosom, when I might weep rivers of 
water for this afflicted Church, cursed ai 
it is with carnal seekers, and with the dead 
of heart.** 

^* I am happy,** said Butler, <* that yott 
can forget your private afflictimi in yoot 
7^;ard for public duty,*^ 

<^ Foiget, Reuben 7* said poor Densi 
putting .his handkerchief to his eyes,^*-^ 
^ She's not to be forgotten on this side of 
time ; but He that gives the wouiid can 
send the ointment. I declare th^e bav^ 
been times during this night when my me^ 
dftation has been so wrapt, thst I knew not 
«f my heavy loss. It has been with me ins 
with the worthy John iSemple» called Cars* 
fharn John, upon a like triali^— I haye been 
4fais m^ on the banks of Ulaii plucking 
an apple here and there,** 

notwithstanding the asaum^ fortitude 
of Seans^ i whicdi he conceiTed tube the 



iUdh^ige of si:gi€at€hrtstim dsty^ iia hcn^ 
too. good 4 beart>tiot to 9aSkv6^)y\nt9itit 
AiwMlviy'lmsi Wdodf ikd b0ca«o ahog^ 
therdiBtqrttfalrto'faial ;' whd wlie>liad ob> 
tsined' troth substhncef aiM exfieriftiee by 

hm nadngeioeiitrof^thit little fanii»rhe rd^ 

• 

^Ived to employ them as a daify fsrakevji 
or cchirifeaier) avtliey ifre caitedrtin Seot- 
knck i . Tiio ^ittistioti * he choee finrhci now 
settlement was at a( ptodB called SqMIiLm^ 
naM^lCrago, lying Ketwlat Xdiidmii^ llod 
^0flimiB^fliin'€anttf Airthuvte^Seoi, aMbfeidf 
joinitajg to>thr exteiiBffe^sMepr^itiifeiti^ 
fiaafied the^King's^kfk, ftdio iid hlmhig beni 
lbraieriy>d AdfeairMl to the fi«%f«dmM;tiMfa^tte 
Mjf&lgaimu HcM he i^crteAa^siinHflaiBd)^ 
to»9Q ' nteiiHy half a^ mik ^Ktchat fnmi «Mi 
newest poivt of the ^cky^^ biilr tfaei site Irf 
wbidh, Wilt» aHtbe aidjatriinlr^itniiidv^ h :iiov 
oeeupied < by-ibe buildings wbicte . fiirm iJbf 
pMihieaptai^isUbiicb^ Ajii 'eiBle*4fver pieifa^ 
ture-ground adjoimii|^» wbiob DfeAna reatedi 
lioflhitbe Kec^r of the IBb^^tkrhi Aa- 



niideanttgi industry i aUd? mttk^yi M: iRabif^ 
lM<pUcis<jdaii9Utto5!wlQi>«fl^piAed,i^^ 
theinqse^dftkeis prodhee.,^'.' ' .^ i:i ( 
. She hafl^aovr I^SHfrequteb^q^ 
of seiein^ Reuben^ wiwii bml' been' ^Ugeib 
jMfter:\iairibus dJsafppoiabn^vt^' t3D,aoi?tptlbt 
soboifiiiitite situ^ti(inf43#: asliitaBli ite di paiOBt* 
bbodschool'i^ sioiM^)€«nitMAief^ atlflbree ^k 
£bQfliiiUe»idJI(»Mtd>firoiti'the dfl^*- Httehe 
ilistinguifitoi htoiselfyaBd boqanve aeqnaoiri^- 
ed with several respectable burgesses, \iboi, 
f^aiaatiDuntof'heaitbv: or i>ther r^oos^ cfabse 
•drnptlidr efay^ldnsiiilskMKltd convmehoe their 

pects.were diUsigradbaUy-bri^htenfBg, arid 
upon isadv yiritr ^diicb bepiad"^ SaAatliiw- 
^(^Sibe&ai^in ofipohrluifitjibf glidi%a faiaft 
tothftipoirpme iniD S9mi0$ ear.' rFtkese visitti 
iverec ^ofssariiiy) very" raife, on' aosdunt of 
thd ^demands yiflndx ike dpties' of the^ std»ic](l 
«liHie tipon fiiitlei^'a time^ N<itf 'did^ibe'di^ 

as tik^9ai'fiiiocM}o^&ri«M>iild permit Desnift 
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with kindness : bnt Beufaeot as i% wmal in 
nucii .cases, iflbagined thai Ue read his pur* 
pose in his eyes» and waa afraid too preoia* 
tiire an explanation on the subject wolild 
draw down his positiye disapproval* Upon 
the wholct therdPore» he judged it prudent 
Uy call at. Saint Leeward's just, so frequeutr 
ly as old acquaintance and neighbdurbbckl 
seemed to authorise, and no oftener. There 
waa another perscm who was more regular 
inbisvisitst 

When Davie Deans intimated to the 
Xiabrd of Dumbiedikea his purpose of " quit^ 
4ipg: wi' the land and house at Woodcnd,^ 
tlie iiaird stared and said nothing. He 
xiaade his usual visits at the wual hour 
without remark, until the day before the 
term, when, obsctrving the bustle of mof- 
vipg furniture already commenced, the 
great east^country iwmrte idragged out of 
its nook» and sianding with its sbqulder to 
the. company, like an awkward booby about 
tp le^ve .the room, the. Jdatrd again stared 
iiHghti^ff a«4 wM h«ard to iqjaculatcb 
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*• Hegf)^ «ir8 P* Even aft^r the day of de* 
parture was pait and gone, the Laiid of Dam*^ 
biedikes, at his usual hottr^ ^hich was that"^ 
at which Dairid Deans wais wont to ^< loose' 
the pleugh," presented himself bef&re'the 
elosed door of the cottage at Woodend^ 
and aefemed as much astonished at finding' 
it shut against his approach bb if it was not 
nactly what he had to txpect. On thia 
occasmn he was heard to ejaicuiate^ ** Gude 
guide us l" whichy by those who knew faim^ 
was considered as a very unusual mark of 
emotion. From that moment fo^rward. Dumu 
biedikes became an altered * man, and the 
regularity of his movements, hitherto so 
exemplary, was as totally disconcerted as 
ti^bse of a boy's watch when he has broken 
the main^spring. ]l«tke the index of tfae- 
said watch, did Dumbiedikesspin round the* 
wbole'bounds of his little property, which - 
may be likened unto the dial of the time-^ 
piece, wi^h unwonted velocity. There Was/ 
not a cottage into which he dki not enter, 
hor scarce a maidefi on whoor he did |iol 



I 
I 



ttfanre* Bat 80 ii Wft^ tbtt althdngH t^re 
mwcr better fiu^ib^boufled on: the k»id Ume^ 

« 

Wof>deQdi;at)d')C?f!kai<ify fiiucb pf ettiei! gif Ig 
^Mu Jeame JPleanst yet it ^id^^omelk^w b^ft 
|aU that' the bk»k in the Laird^s time was^ 
QOt do pleasantly filled up d3 it had beeil« 
There :.^va5 Mi ikeat accommodated bim. uk 
W^U » the !^< bui^ker-* at Wckideiul^ and'ntf 
ftflf be io ved ra mocb tol gtae ^il as JeaoM 
PeaQVa fikK aftec limiting robad; and 
roui^ his littio ofbtti and tiktf ft rfewatuja^ 
^tiKtaary £w a iweelp^ it; a^ekna t&^ have <»v 
Qiinie4i fobm^jtbat be^raaHodpittiedr^^wQi 
t^ ciroii^ate op > fptoty liker the handd^ otf 
tbe watch^: .bu^ posses^ tl>e pOwef ^'iMiilVi 
i»g hia qentval poiAtj and exteiidio9;h|9:€ixf ^ 
cfo^f/he thought proffer-r X^mlisfe^vt^imlr 
privitege/of ciharige ol' Vl^ce^ J^ bougbt: H 
poney f mm a J£igblalid dfolv^^ and wstb^ 
it& asMstatH^e atid (iofSdporty stepped^' ot$^ 
ther stfumhledt : as far< as Saint Leotiasdta 
Crags. ,' : . ' ..... ^' 

, . Ji^nie)Deaiia'i. thoti^.soffiuch acoostomfr 
eid tobtbeliaifd'si faring ttot she waa 99n»a>H 
times scarce conscious of his presence, had 



^C^);<^ Ob; ber:4br0ii9li ibis ;^y«9^. Should 
|}li»fiiappei^9 fafawfeU, &ke tliQughV to f^ 

Ml; wt^Qiil that :f98p^ofq§'i|^. laird of 
tJPNi Itod sa4«eq^ly.tm]^tBtedr<m rt^'Sfs^ 
(i»|i ^Mtcy oi the pesiod* Mofeoveri if 
he d«d< Qi9ft ipoiiUYe^ 4|sti]M^ Staler, yet Mv 

(If saroiisqiir i»p..I>»i4^s ^jMift,i wJ»fch' iKf#ff 

^n^wbo u8edtO'ClPfmp]aia:Uotft£.he^felt hio^ 
se^j^t to take ** o^Mgrk.m Mmfu' oMbd 
DMddi" Sort^uUj Hj>oittbe.^Mei, Old i^itiidsii 
diiMrtidi 'Nml^. vf»m 4i^^is^iabj^ . .to I Jea^ 
fnftfr .appri^BbMifir of 1^ 
and it served much to console her, upon 
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removing from the spot where she was bred 
and boro, that she had seen the laat of Dom^ 
biedikes, his laced hat^ and tobaeoo^pipe* 
The pocMT girl no more expected he coald 
muster courage to foUow her to Saint 
Leonard's Crags^ than that any of her ap* 
ple^trees or cabbages which riie had \elBt 
rooted in the «« yaffd** at Woodend^ would 
spontaneously, and linAidedi have nndtr- 
taken the isme jourtiey« It was, thetdicire, 
with miich more surprise than pleasure tha^ 
on the sixth day afler their xemdvai to" 
Stunt Leonwd's, s^e beheid Datnbiedikea 
amVCi laced* hat, tobacco-pipe^ and afl^^ 
and, with the sdf same greeting of ^how'k^ 
a* wi' ye, Jeanie ?-<-Whare^ the gudeasah fT 
assume as nearly as he could the samerpw 
iition in the cottage at Saint LeonafiS^ 
which he had so long and so regularly oo/ 
eupied at Woodend. He was no sooner^ 
however, seated, than with an unusual exerv 
tion of his powers of oonveisatioiv he add- 
ed^ ^< Jeaoie-^I say, Jeaniewdman/' hece 
be eKtonied }m hand to waidt liei^4b«uldtr 
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vttihjdl the fii^erg spread out as if to elatch 
it» but in so bashful %ad awkward a mann^t 
that when she. whisked herself beyond its 
ceach^ the paw remained suspended in the 
air .with the palm open, like the daw of a 
heraldic griffin-*-^' Jeanie/' continued die 
swain^ in this moment oi inspiration,— »<< I 
say, Jeanie, it's a braw day out bye, and the 
roads are no that ill for boot-hose/^ 

<< The de'iPs in the daidliug body,** mut* 
tered Jeanj between her teeth} ** wfaa 
wad hae thought o' his daikering out this 
length r And she afterwards cpnfessed 
that she threw a little of this ungracious 
sentiment into her accent and manner^ for 
het father being abroad^ and the *^ body,^ 
as die irreverently tormed the landed pro 
prietor^ *f looking unco gleg and canty^ she 
didna ken what he might be coming out wi' 
next*' 

Her frowns, however, acted as a com* 
plete sedative^ and the Laird relapsed from 
that, day into his former taciturn habits^ 
visiting the cowi-feeder's cottage three or 



sss 



najm 09 mt lamdumux. 



finir-tififes wetf iredc, ivtoi Ae weadier 
emitted, with appMendy bo ether pur- 
pose than to tiare at Jeanie Deans, while 
Douce Davie policed forth Ms eloquence 
ttpon the controvernes and testimonies if 
the day. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
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"Her aiV, h^r miintlenf, ^I ^ho saw'admiredy . 
And ease of^heart ber every look oonve5;'d« 

Tiik vifiits of ^the Laird ^thns again mnik 
Hrto mutters of^ordinoiy €Ottrae,f#om wliidl 
nothing ^va5 to be expected or ^vppreheti&i 
td. If a lover coald hove gatmd a fiur one 
99 a snake is 9aid4o fascinate •& \md^h^ 
peftinaoiou$}y g3F2xiig ^M her wit)i g^eat 
^tup^id greenish, ^«9 which fat^gan nowtb 
be occasionally aidad ^by^speetacles, QV»qtieflr- 
4ioi]^y Dumbiedihes^irou)d'hffveib«eii^e 
l^ersoR^tSD'perfe^m tbefeaK. Btittj^dtttdf 
ibMinittioii* «eanm amopg Uie cartes pet^dkai^ 
find I cannot team -that «bia' most periiMi- 
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cious of starers produced any effect by hii 
attentions beyond an occasional yawn. 

In the meanwhilef the object of his g^aze 
was gradualiy attaining the verge of youths 
and approaching to what is called in fe- 
males the nuddle age, which is impolitely 
held to begin a few years earlier with their 
more fragile sex than with men* Many 
people would have been of opinion, that 
the Lfaird would have done better to have 
transferred his glances to an object possess- 
ed of far superior charms to Jeanie's, even 
when Jeanie's ^ere in th^ bloom, who be- 
gan now to be distinguished by all who vi>- 
aited the cottage at St Leonard's Crags« 

£ffie Deans, under the tender and aflfec- 
tionate care of her sister, had now shot up 
into a beautiful and blooming girl. Her 
Grecian^shaped head was profusely rich in 
waving ringlets of brown hair, which^ con& 
ned by a Uue wood of silk, and shading a 
laughing Hebe countenance, seemed the 
picture of health, pleasure^ and contend 
ment* Her brown russet short^gown set 



off s sfaap6) which time, perh^, migjbt be 
expected to isender too robust, the frequeot 
olgeettoQ bo ^cotttiih beauty, but which, in 
ifi^r present early ^e, was slender and taper, 
with that graceful and easy sweep of outline^ 
which at once indicates health and beauti^ 
fill |)f opmrtion of parts. 
" These gsowing ctaacms, in all their juve-^ 
j^le praAision, had no power to shake the 
stedfaat mind, or divert the fixed gasse, of the 
a<mstant l4tird of Dumbiedikes. But tbwe 
was scarce anther eye that could behold 
i^ia living pistuse of health and beauty,, 
without pAu^ng" on it with {^asure. The 
travettef stopfied his weary horse on the 
e^e of entering the pity which ^was the 
end cf his jousney, to gaze at the sylph- 
like form, thftt tripped by him, with her 
milk*patl poised on her head^ bearing her* 
self so erect, and stepping so light and fre^ 
ondier her burthen, that it seemed rather 
a|i ocnument than an encumbrunc?* The 
ladS'Ol'^e neighbouring^uhurb, who hQl4 
ikm evenii^r jrwdewaui &» putting the 
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stone, casting the hammer, playing at long 
bowls, and other athletic exercises, watch- 
ed the motions of Effie Deans, and contend- 
ed with each other whic];i shbuld have the 
good fortune to attract her attention. Even 
the rigid presbyterians of her father's per- 
suasion, who held each indulgence of the 
eye and sense to be a snare at least, if not 
a drime, were surprised into a moment's 
delight while gazing on a creature ao ex- 
quisite,-~instantly checked by a sigh, re- 
proaching at once their own weakness, and 
mdurnihg that a creature so fair should 
share in the common and hereditary guiit 
and imperfection of our nature. She was 
currently entitled the Lily of Saint Leo- 
nard's, a n^me-which she deserved as much 
by her gmleless purity of thought^ ^eech, 
and action, as by her unconimon loveliness 
of face and person. 

Yet there were points in Efiie's character, 
which g&ve rise not only to strange doubt 
and anxiety on the part of Douce David 
Demi, whosj^ ideas were rigid, as m^y easily 

10 
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be supposed, upon the subject of youthful 
amusements, but even of serious apprehen- 
sion to her more indulgent sister. The 
children of the Scotch of the inferior 
classes are usually spoiled by the early in* 
diligence of their parents ; how, wherefore^ 
and to what degree, the lively and instruc* 
tive narrative of the amiable and accom- 
plished authoress of *^ GJenburnie" * has 
saved me and all future scribblers the trou- 
ble of recording. Effie had bad a double 
share of this inconsiderate and misjudged 
kindness. Even the strictness of her fa- 
ther's principles could not condemn the 
sports of infancy and childhood ; and to 
the good old man» his younger daughter, 
the child of his old age, seemed a child for 
some years after she attained the years of 
womanhood, was still called the '< bit lassie" 
and *< little Effie," and was permitted to 
run up and down uncontrolled, unless upon 



* Mrs EiinbeMi HiunUtoii, now ao joiore.— £^ar. 



the Sabbath^ or at the tidies of family wor* 
i^p. Her sialert with all the love aod qsur^ 
of a mcttberi could not be sujppoSj^d to po&- 
aess the Bame authoritative inf^Meipce, an4 
tiiiat vluch she had hitherto eK^Q^sed be^ 
came gradually limited and diminished 99 
Effie's advancing years entitled hisr» in her 
own coneei^t at leaiM;> to the right of iqd^ 
pendeace and free agency^ With s^J the 
innocence ajsid goodness of di$p99it^on» 
therefore, which we have described^ jkhe 
Lily of St Leonard's possessed a littje fiipd 
of self- conceit, and obatinaoy^ and woub 
warmth and irritability of temf^ri partly 
imtural perhaps, but certainly much iiv 
creased by the unrestifained freedom of ber 
childhood. Her character will be best illus- 
trated by a cottage evening scrae. 

The careful fsither was absent in his weU« 
stocked byre, foddering those useful and 
.patient animals on. whose produce his living 
depended, the summer evening was begin- 
ning to close in, when Jeanie Deans began 
to be veiy anxious #9r the jq»pe»pance of 



her sis^f ) and to feiap that %he wouUi not 
reach home before tiieir fkth^r retamed 
from the labour of the evening, wben it was 
his custom lib have <* &miiy exercise/' and 
x^hen she knew that Effie^s absence would 
give hjtn the mof^t serious displeasure* 
These apprebeflslons hutig heavfer u^a her 
nitnd, because, for several pi^cedii^ even- 
ings, Efiie had disappeared about th^ same 
time', and her ^af^ at first so brief as scarce 
to be noticed, had been gradually protract^ 
ed to half an hour^i and an hour, and on the 
present occasion had considerably exceed-, 
ed even this fehsC limit. Actd now, Jeanie 
stood at the door, with her hand before her 
eyes to avoid the rays of the level suni afid 
looked alternately along the variens tracks 
which led towards flieir dwellings to see if 
she could descry the nymph-like Ibrm o£ 
her sister* There was a wall and a stile 
which separated tlie royal domain, or 
King*s Pirk, as it is called j from the 
ptjfbllc road J to this pass she frequeutiy 
directed her attention, when she saw tw^ 
persons appear there somewhat suddenly, 
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as if they had walked close by the side^ of 
the wall to screen themselves from obser- 
vation. One of them, a man, drew back 
hiastily; the other, a female, crossed the 
stile, and advanced towards her<*— it was 
Effie. She met her sister with that affected 
liveliness of manner, which, inr her rank, 
and sometimes in those above it, females 
occasionally assume to hide surprise or con» 
fusion ; and she carolled as she came-— 

'^ The elfin knight sate on the brae^ 

The broom grows bonnie^ the broom grows fiur; 
And by there came lilting a lady 60 gay. 

And we dauma gang down to the broom nae mair.* 

*« Vhisht, Effie," said her sister ; «< our 
father's coming out o' the byre."-^The 
damsel stinted in her song.«*^< Whare- hae 
ye beeii sae late at e*en ?" 

<< It-s no late, lass," answered Effie. 

** It's chapptt eight on every clock o* the 
town, and the sun's gaiun down ahint the 
Corstorphine hill^ — Whare can ye hae been 
sae late?" 

" Nae gate,'' answered Effie^ 
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" And wha was that parted wi' you at 
the stile ?' 

«* Naebody,'* replied EflSe once more, 

«* Nae gate ? — Naebody ? — I wish it may 
be a right gate, and a right body, that keeps 
folk out sae late at e*en, Effie." 

«« What needs ye be aye speering then 
at folk r retorted EflSe. «« I'm sure, if yell 
ask nae questions, Til tell ye nae lees. I 
never ask what brings the Laird of Dum- 
biedikes glowering here like a wullcat, 
(only his een's greener, and no sae gleg,) 
day after day, till we are a^ like to gaunt 
our chafts afi." 

•* Because ye ken very weel he comes to 
see our father," said Jeanie, in answer to 
this pert remark. 

' ^' Aiid Dominie Butler — Does he coo^e 
to see my father, that's sae taen wi' his La- 
tin words ?" said ££Be, delighted to find 
that, by carrying the war into the enemy's 
country, ishe could divert the threatened 
attack upon herself, and with the petulance 
of youth she pursued her triumph over her 
prudentii^ 6ldef si^en She looked, at ber 



248 TALES OF MY LAKDLOB0. 

with a sly air, in which there was some- 
thing like irony, as she chaunted, in a low 
but marked tone, a scrap of an old Scotch 
song — 

'^ Through the kirk-yard 

I met wi' the Lairi)^ 

The silly puir body he said me tiae liarm.| 

But just ere 'twas dark 

1 met wi' the xjlerk"— 

Here the songstress sto{^d, loolBed &il 
at her sister, and, observing the tear gadier 
in her e^es, she suddenly flung her amis 
round her neck, and kissed them away# 
Jeairie, though hurt and displeased^ was 
imable to^ resist the caresses cf this un* 
taught child of nature, whose good and 
evil seined to flow rather from io^ulse 
than from reflection. Bat as sbe returned 
tlie sisteiiy kiss, in token of perfect recon^ 
ciHatioQ, i^e could not suppress the getAle 
reproot^*' Effie, if ye will learn fide sangs^ 
ye might make a kinder use of tibegn.** 

*^ And so I might, Jeanie," coiktinuod the 
girl^ <dingk^ to her sistef s neck ; *^ and I 



ndsh I had never korned ane 6' them-««*and 
I wirif iMe had nevcrcorae hec&^and I wiab 
ifif tongue had been bUateied or X had vex** 
ed ye.** 

^ Neir^r mind tiiat, Effie»" replibd the a£» 
fectienite sister ; ^< I camia be muckle vex«« 
ed wi* any thing ye say to m&^hatO 6ums^ 
ver GHir father 1^ : .' ♦ 

« I will not-^I will not," replied Effie j 
** and if there were as mony dances the 
morn^s night as there are merry dancers ioi 
the north firmamenl; on a frosty e'en, I 
wkma budge an ineh to gang neai: ane o"* 
them.'' 

^ Dance ?" echoed Jeanie Deans in asto-- 
nishment ^ O^ £ffie» what could take ye 
to a. dance ?" 

It' is vei7 possible, th^t» in the com* 
musicative mood into which the Lily of 
St Leoittrd's was now surprised^ she might; 
have given ber sister her unreserved qoM^* 
dence» and savJeid me the piin Of telling at 
melanchdy tale ; but at thss moment the. 
word dimce was uttered, it reached the ear 
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of old David Deans, who had turned the 
corner of the hoi^e, and cajne upon his 
daughters ere they were aware of his pre- 
sence. The word prelate^ or even the word 
fope^ could hardly have produced so appal- 
ling/an effect upon David's ear ; for, of aU 
exercises, that of dancing, yrhicfa he term- 
ed a voluntary and regular fit of distrac- 
tion, he deemed most destructive of serious 
thotights, and the roidiest inlet to all sort 
of licentiousness ; and he accounted the 
encouraging, and even permitting, assem- 
blies or meetings, whether among those of 
high or low degree, for this fantastic and 
absurd purpose, or for that of dramatic re- 
presentations,^ as one of the most flagrant 
proofs of defection and causes, of wrath* 
The proiiounciDg of the word danice by. his 
own daughters, and at his own door, how 
drove him beyond the verge of patience. 
** Dance V he exclaimed. «* Dance ?— 
dance, said ye ? I daur ye^ limmers that ye 
are, to name sic a word at my door-cheek ! 
It's a dissolute profane pastime, practised by 
the Israelites only at tiieir base and brutal 
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worship of the Golden Calf at Bethel , and 
by the unhappy lass wha danced aff the 
head of John the Biaptist, tipoh whilk chapr^ 
ter I will exercise this night for your fai;-^ 
ther itistraction, since ye need itsae muckle» 
nothing doubting that she has cause to rue 
the day, lang or this time,^ that ere sbe siild 
bae ^ook a limb on sic an erriand. Better 
for her to hae beeri born a cripple, and car- 
ried frae doior to door, like auld Bessie 
Bowie, begging bawbees, than to be a king's 
Slighter, fiddling and flinging tbe gate she 
did* I hae often wondered that ony ane 
that ever bent a knee for the right puipose, 
should ever daur to crook a hough to'fyke 
and fling at piper's wind and fiddler's squeal- 
Uig. ' And I bless God, (with that singular 
worthy, Pfeter Walker the packman at Bris- 
to-Fort,) that ordered my lot in my dan- 
<;ing days, so that' fear of my head and 
throat, dread of bloody rope and swift buU 
let,'and trenchant swords and pain of boots 
and thumkiiis, caiild and hunger, wetness 
and wefariness, stopped the lightness of my 
headi and tlu; wantonness of my feet^ 
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And now, if I hear ye, queMi lassies, sae 
snuckle as name dancing, or think tftere^s 
sic a thing in this imM as flinging to fidK- 
dler's sounds and pipeifs springs, as sure as 
my fiilher's spirit is with the jost, ye shidl 
be no more either charge or concern of 
seune ! Gong in, tfaeoif— gang in, then, hiik- 
nae9,'' he added, in a soi^er tone, for the 
tears of both daughters, but eiG^ciaUy those 
of Effie, began ta flow very fitst,— ^ Gang 
IB, dears, and we'll sedc grace to preserve 
us frae all manner of piofaoe folly, wh% 
causeth to sin, and promoteth the kingdom 
of darkness, warring with the kingdom of 
light-" 

The objurgation of David Deans, how- 
ever well meant, was unhappily timed. It 
created a division of feelings in Effie's bosom, ^ 
and deterred her from her intended confix 
dence in her sister, m She wad band me 
nae better than the dirt below her feet,'' 
said Effie tp herself, ** were I to confess 
I hae danced wi' him four times on t^ 
gre$n down bye, and ance at Maggie Mao- 
queen'9 } and she'll maybe^hing it ower nfy 
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head that she'll teU my fadier^ and tben 
she wad be naiatresfi and tsair. But PH no 
gang bade ih^ve a^n. Vm xesolved Ili 
aogai^faaekw rfilajrinateafofii^Bibte^ 
andtfaaf avery near as if I bad made an sdth^ 
that I winna gai^ bacV And Aie kept her 
¥0W fiur a wedcy during idhiidi: Abe was na# 
osuaify ^^roBff and fntfid,. blemishes whieh 
bad vever belbie been cfbserved is her tern* 
pet, except dudDg a mement of contrafic* 
tieti. 

Then mu^ scMtaethingmisdl this so mysteiii 
CNis as considend^ to^al^im the prudent and 
aflfectionate Jiramie, the more was she judj^d 
it uakind to iMir sister to mentioa to their 
father grounds of anxiety which might arise 
from her own imagination* Besides, h^ 
respiect for. the good old man did not pre^ 
vent her ftom being aimu'e that-he was both 
hot-tempered and 2K»itive, and she s(»ne* 
times suq>ected that he carried his disUfee 
to youthful amusements b^ond &e verge 
that religion and reason demanded. Jeatiie 
had sense jenough to see that a sudden and 
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severe curb upon her sister's hitherto uoh 
restrained freedom might be rather produc* 
tive of harm than goody and that Effie^ in 
the headstrong' wilfulness' of youth, was 
Ukely to make what might be overstrained 
in her father's precepts ah excuse to hei^If 
for neglecting them altogether* In the 
higher classes, a damsel, however giddy^ ii 
still under the dominion of etiquette^ and 
subject to the surveillance of mammas and 
chaperones ; but the country girl, wim 
snatches her moment of gaiety during the 
intervals of kbour, is under no such guar* 
dtaiishlp or restraint, and her amusement 
becomes so much the more hazardous. 
Jeanie saw all this with much distress of 
mind, when a circumstance occurred which 
appeared calculated to relieve her anxiety. 
Mrs Saddletree, with whom ^iir readers 
have already been made acquainted, chan^ 
ced to be a distant relation of Douce* David 
Deaqs, and as she was a woman orderly in 
h6r life and conversation^ and, moreover; 
of good substance, a sort of acquaiotatice 
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was formally kept up betweei^ the famiiiea. 
Now, this careful dame, about a yeai* and 
a half before our stbry commenced, chan* 
:oed to need in the line of her prpfession a 
better sort of servaBt, or rather shop- wo- 
man. ^< Mr Saddletree/' she said^ , << waa 
never in the sh<^ when he could get his 
nose within the Parliament House, and it 
was an awkward thing for a woman-body: 
to be standing amon^ bundles o' barkened 
leather her lane, selling saddles and bridles ; 
«nd she had cast her eyes upop her far awa^'. 
cousin Effie Deans, as just the very, sort of 
lassie she would wacit to keep her in coun- 
tenance, on such occasions." 
* In this prc^osal there was much that 
pleased old David,-^there was bed, boards 
and bounteth-^it was a decent situation-— 
the lassie would be under Mrs Saddletree's 
eye, who had an upright walk, and lived 
close by the Tolbooth Kirk, in which might 
still be heard the comforting docti:ines of 
one of those few ministers, of the Kirk of 
Scotland who had not bent the knee unto 
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Baal, accofdS&g to D&;viil*s expressiiMi, or 
become aecessary to tbe coiUBe of natkm^l 

4 

de^tkms, — unioii, toleratiofli patPOBag^i^ 
and a bundle of prelaftieal &:aifljii^ oatbi 
which 'had been imposed on tite dwrcb 
since the Rerolutton, and pairtictdarly io 
fte reign of <^ the tate womioH" (aft be datled 
Queen Anne), the lasfr ^f that imh^py 
race of Stnart»» In the good nian%.8^nri<i 
ty concerning the soinsdnesB of tbe Iheolo-: 
gical doctrine which his ditogh08!P was td 
hear, be was nothing di^urbed OU' account 
of the snares of a diflferent kind, to wM^ 
a creaturef so beaiit^l, young, and wilfai^ 
might be exposed in the t&itee of a popii<« 
lous and corrupted dty^ Tbe fact is, that ^ 
he> thought with so much horror on all 
Approaches to irregularities of the natum 
most to be dreaded in such cases, that he 
would as soon have suspected and guarded 
against Effie's being induced to become 
guilty of the crime of murder. H^ only- 
regretted' that ^be should live utid^ til0 
same roof with such a worldly-wise man k9 



Bftrtfadine Saddletree, whom Bai^ never 
dttspeeted of being an ass, but considered 
as endowed m^ all the tegisti knowledge 
to which he made prete&dion, and only 
liked him the worse for possessing it* The 
lawyers, especially those amongst them 
who sate as ruling elders in the General 
Assembly of the Kirk, had been forward in 
promoting the measures of p^ronage, oif 
the atguration cmth, and others^ whidi, in 
the opinion of David DeaBS, wtre a break- 
ing down of the carved work of the sanc- 
tuary, and an intrusion upon the Ubeitiets 
tff the kirk. Upon ^e dangers of listeniti^ 
to the doctrines of a legalized formalist, 
such as Saddletree, Bavid gave his dauj^ 
ter many lectures ; so much so, that he had 
time to touch but slightly on the dangeiss 
of chambering, company-keeiHUg, and pro- 
miscuous dancing, to whicb^ at her time of 
Kfe, most people would have thought Elfie 
more exposed, than to the xisk of theoreti- 
cal error in her religious &itfa# 
Jeaniie pwted with her sister, wi1& a mix^ 
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ed feeling 6f regi^t, and apprehension, and 
hope. She could not be so confident con- 
cerning Effie's prudence as her father, for 
she had observed her more narrowly, had 
more sympathy with her feelings^ and could 
better estimate the temptations to whicfi 
she was exposed. On the other hand, Mrs 
Saddletree was an observing, shrewd, nota- 
ble woman, entitled to exercise over Effie 
the full authority of a mistress, and likely 
to do so strictly, yet with kindness. Her 
removal to Saddletree's, it was most proba^ 
ble, would also serve to break off some i^le 
acquaintances, which Jeanie suspected her 
sister to have formed in the neighbouring 
suburb*^ Upon the whole,, then, she yiew- 
ed her r timoval from Samt Leonard's with 
.pleasure, and it was not until the veiy 
moment of their parting for the first time 
in their lives, that she felt the full force of 
sisterly sorrow. ' While they repeatedly 
kissed each other's cheeks, and wrung each 
other's hands» Jeanie took that moment of 
affectionate sympathy, to prew upon ber 
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sister the necessity of the ujtmost caution in 
her conduct while residing in Edinburgh. 
Effie listened, without onfce raising her 
large dark eye»lashes, from which th^ drops 
fell so fast as almost to resemble a foun^ 
tain. At the conclusion she sobbed again, 
kissed her sister, and promised to recollect 
all the good counsel si^e had given her, and, 
they parted* 

. The first week or two, Effie was all that 
her kinswoman expected^ and even more. 
But with tinie there came a relaxation gf 
that early zeal which she manifested in Mrs 
Saddletree's service. To borrow once again 
from the poet, who so correctly and beau« 
tiiuliy describes living manners,*-*- . 

** Something there was^ what, nonepcesumed to say,-- 
Clouds lightly passing on a summer^s day ; 
Whispers and hints, which went from ear to ear. 
And mixed reports no judge on earth codd clear.'' 

During this interval, Mrs Saddletree was 
^metimes displeased by Effie's lingering^ 
when she was sent upon errands about the 



sihop tmsraess, and sometimes by a Ikile 
degree of impatteiYce vnhich she mairilbsted 
at bekig rebuked on such oocaeiom. fiat 
1^ good-natui^edfly altowed, that the fi»tf 
was very natural to a girl to who^ every 
thing in Edinbargb was new, and ^e othez' 
was only the petulam^e of a spoiled chfldy 
when subjected to the yoke of doAifes^ 
discipline for the first time. Atteniioin anfd 
Mbmissiiem could Mt be lewned at once— 
Hofy.Rood was not btiHt In a day^^use 
wotddmak^ perfect. 

It seemed as if &e eiMisider^^ cM lady 
had presaged truhf. Ere many montfan 
had passed^ Effie became almost wedded 
to her duties^ though she no longer dis* 
charged them with the laughing cheek and 
light step, which at first had attracted every 
customer. Her mistress sometimes obser* 
ved her in teiurs, but they were signs of 
secret sorrow, which she concealed as of« 
ten as she saw them attract notice, ^me 
wore on, her cheek grew pale, and her ste{^ 
heavy. The cause of thj^e changes could 
not have escaped the matronly eye of Mrs 



Saddbteee, btti she wfus chiefly confined hj. 
indkipnaitkiB to h^r hadrroam far seveml 
months during the latter pert of Effi^'s ser- 
we. This iatervsd was B^iiSiirked by symp* 
tofifis of anguish almost ameaoting to des* 
p;aijr* The irtmost ei§>rts of the poor girl 
to comBnyid her fits of hy^erical agony 
veie often totelly una^ailiagf and the mis-^ 
takes which she made in th# sh<^ the while 
were so nmaerow and so provoking, that 
Bartholi&e Saddietr6e» who^ duriqg his wtfe'a 
]finess» was. obliged to take closer ch^rgi^ <^ 
the biisisiess than consiated ^iiith his study 

• 

of the weightier nmtters<^l^ Iaw» losi ali 

patience with the giri, whQ» in his hw I#a« 

tin, and without miu^ neapsi^t to gender^ 

he declared oi^bt to be cpgnoi^ced by in^ 

quiest of a jury, si&JafytM^mmfi^ and wh 

twalk&r idiota. Nie}ghbouts> alsQi and Mj 

low-servants, remarked* with malii^iou^ m^ 

liosity or degrading piiky* tiiie. dis^ured 

shapC) loose dress, and pale cheeks of the 

eace beaoti&l and still interesting girU 

But to no one would she grant her con^? 

6 
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dence^ answering all taunts with bitter sar* 
caaiHy and all serious expostulation with siil* 
ten denial, or with floods of tears. 

At length, when Mrs Saddletree^s reco- 
very was likely to, permit her wonted at* 
tention to the regulation of her household, 
Effie Deans, as if unwilling to face an in- 
vestigation made by the authority of her 
mistress, asked permission of Bartholtne to 
go home for a week or two, ass^iog in- 
disposition, and the wish of trying the be* 
nefit of repose and the change of air, as the 
motives of her request. Sttiarp-eyed i|s a 
lynx (or conceiving himself to be so) in the 
nice sharp quiUlts of legal ^scussion, Bar- 
tholine was as dull at drawing inferences 
from the occurrences of common life as any 
Dutch profeissor of mathematics. He suf- 
fered EflSe to. depart without much.auspi- 
don, and without any enquiry. . * 

It was afterwards found that a period of 
a week intervened betwixt her leaving her 
master's house and arriving at Saint Leo- 
nard's. She made her appearance before 



her sister in a state rather resembling the 
spectre than the living substance of the 
gay and beautiful girl, who had left her fa- 
ther's cottage for the first time scarce se- 
venteen months before. The lingering ill- 
ness 'of her mistress had, for the last few 
months, given her a plea for confining her- 
self entirely to the dusky precincts of the 
diop in the Lawn-Market, and Jeanie was 
sa much occupied, during the same period, 
with the concerns of her father's household, 
that she had rarely found leisure for a walk 
into the city, and a brief and hurried visit 
to her sister. The young women, there- 
fore, had scarcely seen each other for seve- 
ral months, nor had a single scandalous 
surmise reached the ears of the secluded, 
inhabitants of the cottage at St Leonard's.. 
Jeanie^ therefore, terrified to death at .her 
sister's appearance, at first overwhelmed 
her with enquiries, to which the unfortu- 
nate young woman- returned for a time in- 
coherent and rambling answers, and finally 
fell into a hysterical fit. Rendered too cer- 
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(am oShst siatet's misfiMiunQi Jeanie had 
now the dreadful alternative of comma- 
nicatiog her ruin to her father^ or of en- 
deavourif^ to conceal it ^om him. To 
all questions oonjcerning the name or rank 
of her seducer^ and the fate of the being to 
whom her fall had given births Effie re* 
mained mute as the graven tp which she 
seemed hastening } and indeed the leaat 
allusion to either seamed to drive her to 
distraction* Her sister, in distress and ia 
despair^ was about to rqmir to Mr^ Saddle^ 
tree to consult her exporience^ ^nd at tli^e' 
same time to obtain what lights she qpuld 
upon this most unhappy affair^ when shiO 
was saved that pains by a qew stioke pf 
fate, which teemed to carry misfiqirtune to 
the uttermost* 

David D$ana had been alarmed at tike 
state of he^th in which his daughbpr re- 
turned to her paternal residence ^ but J^ 
nie had contrived to divert him from parti« 
cnlar and specific epqwryf It was^ tbi^ise- 
fore^ like a clap of thupdpr to the P9Pf <^ 
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man, when, just as the hoar of noon had 
brbughft the visit df the Laird of Dumbie- 
dikes as usual) other and sterner, as weli 
as most unexpected guests^ arrived at the 
cqttage of St Leonard's. These were the 
officers of justice, with a warrant of justici- 
ary to search for and apprehend Euphemia, 
or Effie, Deans, accused off the crim6 of child- 
murther. The stunning weight of a blow so 
totally unexpected bore down the old man, 
who had in his early youjth resisted the 
brow of military and civil tyranny, though 
backed with swo^s and guns, tortures and 
gibbets. He fell extended and senseless 
upon his own hearth ; and the men, happy 
, to escape from the scene of his awakening, 
* raised, with rude humanity, the object of 
tlieir warrant from her bed, and placed her 
in a coach, which they hild brought with 
them. The hasty remedies which Jeanie 
had applied to bring back her father's 
aenises were scarce begun to operate, when 
the noise of the wheels in motion recalled 

VOL. !• M 
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her attention to ber miserable sister. To 
run shrieking after the carriage was the 
first vain effi>rt of her distraction, but she 
"was stopped by one or two female neighr 
hours, assembled, by the extraordinary apy 
pearance of a coach in that sequestered 
place, who almost forced her back to her 
fathei^s house. The deep and sympathetic 
affliction of these poor people» by whom 
the little family at Saint Leonard's were 
held in high regard, filled the house widi 
lamentation. Even Dumbiedikes waa mo- 
•ved from his wonted apathy, aod, groping 
for his purse as he spoke^ ejaculated, 
" Jeanie woman — Jeanie woman! dinna 
greet— -it's sad wark but siller will help it;" 
and he drew out his purse as be spoke. 

The old man had now raised hioiself 
from the ground, and, looking about him 
as if he missed something, seemed gradual- 
ly to recover the sense of his wretchedneasu 
** Where," he said, with a voice that made 
. the roof ring, ^^ where is the vile harlot, that 
has disgraced the blood of an honest man?— 



1 
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Where is she, that has no place among tis; 
jbut has come foul with her sins, like tbA 
JSvil One, among the children of Godi-^-^ 
Where is she, Jeanie ?— rBring her before 
me, that I may kill her with a word and a 
look." 

All hastened around him with their ^ 
propriate sources of consolation — the Laird 
with his purse, Jeanie with bornt feathers 
and strong waters, and the women with 
their exhortations. « O neighbour-**0, 
Mr Deans, it's a sair trial, doubtless— but 
think of the Rock of Ages, neighbour-^ 
think of the promise I" 

^< And I do think of it, neighbours— and 
I bless God that I can think of it, even* ia 
the wrack and ruin of a' that's nearest and 
dearest to me — But to be the father of a 
cast-a-way— -a profligate — a bloody Zippo^ 
rah— >-a mere murderess ! — O, how will the 
wicked exult in the high places 6f their 
wickedness !: — the prelatists, and the latitat 
dinarians, and the hand-waled murderers, 
whose bands are hard as horn wi' handing 
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tine 3laughter*weaponsh— they will push out 
the lip, and say that we are even such as 
themselves. Sair, sair I am grieved, neigh* 
bours, for the poor cast-away— for the child 
of mine own old age — ^but sairer for the 
stumbling-block and scandal it will be to 
all tender and honest souls !" 

** Davie— winna siller do't ?** insinuated 
the Laird, still proffering his green purse, 
which was full of guineas. 
/ ** I tell ye, Dumbiedikes," said Deans, 
** that if telling down my haiil substance 
eonld hae saved her frae this black snare, 
I wad hae walked out wi' naething but my 
bonnet and my staff to beg an awmous for 
God's sake, and ca'd mysell an happy man 
-—But if a dollar, or a plack, or the nine- 
teenth part of a boddle, wad save her open 
guilt and open shame frae open punish- 
ment, that purchase wad David Deans ne^ 
ver make ! — Na, via — an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, life for life, blood for 
blood — it's the law of man and it's the law 
of God.— Leave me, sirs— leave me— I 
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maun warstle wi' this trial in privacy and 
on my knees,'* 

Jeanie, now in some degree restored to 
the power of thought, joined in the same 
request. The next day found the father 
and daughter still in the depth of afiBiction^ 
but the father sternly supporting his load 
6f ill through a proud sense of religio\^8 
duty, and the daughter anxiously suppress* 
ing her own feelings to avoid again awa* 
kenifig his. Thus was it with the afflicted 
fitmily until the morning after Fdrteous's 
death, a period at which we are now ar- 
ttved. ' 
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CHAPTER X. 

f 

« 

Is all the counsel that we two have 8hared» 
The sisters' vows» the hours that we have spent 
When we have chid the hasty-footed time 
' For parting us^Oh ! and is all forgot ? 

Midswnnur Mghfs Dhiam. 

We have b«Qn a long wbtle in conducting 
Butler to the door of the eottage at Saint 
I^eonard'sk ; yet the flpace which we have 
occupied in the preceding narrative . does 
not exceed in length that which he actually 
spent on Salisbury Crags upon the morning 
which succeeded the execution done upon 
Porteous by the rioters. For this delay he 
had his own motives. He wished to collect 
his thoughts, strangely agitated as they 
were, first by the melancholy news of £$e 
Peans's situation, and afterwards by the 
frightful scene which he had witnessed. In 
the situation also in which he stood with 
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respect to Jeanie and her father, some cere- 
mony, at least some choice of fitting time 
and season, was necessary to wait upon 
them. Eight in the morning was then the 
ordinary hour for breakfast, and he resol- 
ved thai k should arrive before he made 
his appearance in their cottage. 

Never did hours pass so heavily. Butler 
ahifted his place, and enlarged his circle to 
While away the time, and heard the huge: 
bell of St Giles's toll each successive hour in 
swelling topes, which were instantly attest- 
ed by those of the other steeples in succes- 
sion. He had heard seven struek in thitsh man- 
ner, when he began to think he might ven- 
ture to approach nearer to St Leonard's, from 
tvhich he was still a mile distant. Accord- 
ingly he descended from his lofty station as 
low as the bottom of the valley which di- 
vides Salisbury Crags from those small rocks 
which take their name from Saint Leonard. 
It is, as many of my readers may know, a 
deep, wild, grassy valley, scattered with 
huge rocks and fragments which have de- 
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scended from the cYifk and steej^ aBceat to 
the east. 

This sequestered dell» as well as other 
places of the open pastumge of the KiDg% 
Park, was, about this time, often the resort 
of the galknts of the time who had affiiirs of 
honour to discuss wit^ the sword. Duda 
were Hien very common in Scotland^ for the 
gentry were at once idle, haughty, fierce^ 
and addicted to intemperance^ so that there 
lacked neither provocation, nor incU^attoo 
to resent it when given ; and the swofd, 
which was part of every gentleman^ dress. 
Was the only weapon used ibr the deciston 
of such differences. When, therefore^ But* 
ler observed a young man, skulking, appa« 
rently to avoid observation, among the 
scattered rocks at some distance from the 
footpath, he was naturally led to suppose 
that he had sought this lonely spot upon that 
evil errand^ He was so strongly impressed 
with this, that, notwithstanding his own dis<r 
tress of mind, he could not, according to 
his sense of duty as a clergyman, pafi& this 
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person without speaking to him. There 
are times, thought he to hitnself, when the 
sl^test interference may avert a great 
calamity"— when a word spoken in season 
may do more for preyeotioa than the elo* 
quence of TuUy could do foi; remedying 
evil-«-And for my own griefs, be they as 
they may» I shall feel them the Ughter, if 
they divert meruot from the prosecutiim of 
my duty. 

. Thus' thinking and* feeling,, he quitted: 
the ordinary path, and advanced nearer 
the object he had noticed. . The man at 
first directed his course toward the hill, iqi 
order, as it appeared^ to avoid him ;. but 
when he saw that Butler seemed disposed 
to follow him, he adjusted his hat fiercely, 
turned round, and came forward, as if to 
QAcet and defy scrutiny. 

Butler had an opportunity of accurately 
studying his features as they advanced slow- 
ly to > meet each other. The stranger seem-, 
ed alKMJt twenty-five years old^ His dress 
was of a kind which could hardly be said 
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to indicate his rank with certaintyi for it 
was such as young gentlemai sometimes 
v^ore while on active exercise in the morn- 
iiigi and which, therefore, was imitated by 
those of the inferior ranks, as young clerics 
aCnd tradesmen, because its cheapness ren- 
dered it attainable^ while it approaehed 
more nearly to the apparel of youths of 
fashion than aqy other which the manners 
of the times permitted them to wear. If 
His air and manner could be trusted; how- 
every this person seemed. rather to be diesa- 
ed under than above his rank ; for his. car- 
riage was bold and somewhat supercilious^ 
his step easy and free, his manner daring 
and unconstrained. His stature was of the 
middle size, or rather above it, hi^ limbs 
weUUproportioned, yet not so strong as to 
infeir the reproach of clumsiness. His fea- 
tures were uncommonly handsome, and all 
about him would have been interesting and 
prepossessing, but for that indescribable 
expression which habitual dissipation gives 
to the countenance, joined with a certain 
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audacity in v<!^e and maimer, of that kind' 
which is often assumed as a mask for con- 
fusion and apprehension. 

Butler and the stranger melk— surveyed 
each other — when, as the latter, slightly' 
touching his hat, was about to pass by him, 
Butler, while he returned the salutation, 
observed, ** A fine morning, sir — You are- 
cm the hill early.** 

" I have business here,*' said the young 
man, in a tone meant to repress further en- 
quiiy. . 

« I do not doubt it, sir,** said Butler. 
** I trust -you will forgive my hoping that 
it is of a lawful kind ?^ 

" Sir," said the other, with marked sur- 
prise, " I never forgive impertinence, nor 
can I conceive what title you have to hope 
any thing about what no way concerns 
you." 

. *^ I am a soldier, sir," said Butler, " and 
have a charge to arrest evil-doers in the 
name of my- Master." 

•« A soldier ?" said the young man, step- 
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pi»g. back, and fiercely la;^g bis hand 
his swmid-*-*^ A soldier^ and arrest me i IMd 
you reckon what your life vas worth be« 
fore you tooJi: the eommission upon you r* 
^ ^* You mistake me, sir/' said Butler 
gravely ; '< neither my war foe nor my war* 
rant are of this world — I am a preacher of 
thegospel* and have power, iohmy Master^ 
name, to command the peace upon earths 
and good will towards men, which was pro^ 
claimed with the gospek'' 

^< A minister !'' isaid the straagw^ care^ 
lessly, and with an expression appcoadiiiig 
to scorn» ^* I know the gentlemen of your 
cloth in Scotland claim a strange ri^t of 
iotermeddling with men's private affairs. 
But I have been abroad, and know bettes 
tlian to be priest-ridden." 

** Sir, if it be true that any of my cloth, 
or, it might be more^. decently said, of my 
calling, interfere with men's private af&m, 
for the gratification either of idle curiosity, 
or for worse motives, you cannot have 
learned a better lesson abroad than to con- 
Si 
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temn^ such- practices* But^ ii^ my Master's^ 
work, I am called to be busy in season and 
cub of season, andy conscioiis as Lam of a 
pure motive^ it were better for me to incuc 
your contempt for speaking, than the cor- 
rection of my own conscience for being si«. 
lent/' 

^' In the name of the devil," said the 
young man impatiently, ^< say what you 
have to. say,, then ;. thougb whom you ta)ce 
me for, or what earthly concern you caiL: 
have with. me, a stranger to. you, or with% 
my actions and motives, of which you caa. 
know n0tlung, I cranot conjecture foe am 
iastaut" 

*« You are about,^* said Butler, " to vio« 
la|:e one of your country*s wisest, la ws-<-you. 
are about, which is. much i^ore dreadful^, 
to violate a law,, which God himself has . 
implanted within our oatbre,. and written^ . 
as it were, in the table of our hearts, tar 
which every UiriU;of ouc nerves is respon« 
sLve." , 

" And what is: the larW you speak of?* 
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lAiid the stranger, io a hollow and some* 
what disturbed accent. 

*' Thou shalt do no murder,'* said But- 
ler, with a deep and solemn voice. 
' The young man visibly started, and look-< 
ed considerably appalled. Butler perceive4 
he had made a favourable impression,' and- 
rfesolved to follow it up. •* Tbink," he 
sliid, '< young man," laying his hand kind* 
ly upon the stranger's shoulder, " what an 
awful alternative you voluntarily chuse for 
ytdurself, to kill or be killed. Think what 
it is, to rush uncalled into the presence of 
an offended Deity, your heart fermenting 
with evil passions, your hand hot from the 
sttel you had been urging, with your best 
skill and malice, against the breast of a 
fellow-creature. Or, suppose yourself the 
sbarce less wretched survivor, with the guilt 
of Cain, the first murderer, in your heart, 
withhis stampupon your brow — ^tfaat stamps 
which struck all who gazed on him with 
unutterable horror^ and by which the mur- 
derer is made manifest to all who look 
upon him. Think '* 
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The stranger gradually withdrew bimSelf 
from under the hand of his monitor ; and, 
pulling his hat over his brows, thus inter- 
rupted him. « Your meaning, sir, I dare 
8Sy, is excellent^ but you are throwing your 
advice away. I am not in this place .with 
violent intentions against any one. I may 
ht bad enough— you priests say all men are ^ 
so— but I am here for the purpose of saving 
life, not of taking it away. If you wish to 
spend your time rather in doing a good ac- 
tion than in talking about you know not 
what, I will give you an opportunity. Do^ 
you see yonder crag to the right, over which 
appears the chimney of a lone house ? Go 
thither, enquire for one Jeanie Deans, the 
daughter of the goodman; let her know 
that he she wots of remained here from* 
daynhreak till this hour, expecting to see* 
her, and that he can abide no longer. Tell 
her, she must meet me at the Hunter's^ 
Bog to-night, as the moon rises, behind St 
Anthony's Hill, or that she will make a des*^ 
p^ate man of me.'' - » 
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**-Wbo, or what are you,'' replied Butler, 
exceedingly and most unpleasantly surpri^ 
sed, <■ who chaise me with, such an. eiw 
rand?* 

<* I am< the devil ^——--aiiswered^ thc^. 
young man hastily. 

Butler stepped instinetively^ back^ and. 
commended himself internally to Heaven ^ 
for, though a wise Md strong-minded man,, 
he was neither wisw nor more strong^^mind- 
ed than those of his age and education, withr 
whom, to disbelieve witchcraft or spectres,, 
was held an undeniable proof of atheism.. 

The stranger went on without observing.- 
bis emotion. ^ Yes, call me ApoUyoi^; 
Abaddon, whatever name you shall chuse^; 
as a clergyman acquainted with.the ufiper- 
and lower circles of spiritual denomination,, 
to call me by, you shall not find an ^pel* 
lation more odious to him thatbeacs it,, 
than is mine own." 

This sentence was spoken^ with the- bit- 
terness of .self?upbraiding, and a contortioti 
of visage absolutely demoniacal. Butler, 
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though a stout-hearted mau^ was overawed ; 
for inteiHity of mental distress has in it a 
sort of suUimity which repels and over- 
awes all men, but especially those of kind 
and sympathetic dispositions. The stranger 
turned abruptly from Butler as he spoke, 
but instantly returned; and, coming up* to 
him closely and boldly, said^ in a fierce de« 
tsrmined tone, ^* I have told you who and 
what I am<~who, and what are you ? What 
is your name r* 

« Butler/* answered the person to whom 
this abrupt question was addressed, surpri« 
sed into answering it by the sudden and 
fierce manner of the querist-^^' Reuben 
Butler, a preapher of the gospel/' 

At this answer the stranger again phicked 
more deep over bis brows the hat which he 
had thrown back in his former agitation. 
V Butler l" he repeated,— the assistant of 
the schoolmaster at Libberton ?" 

** The same,'* answered Butler compo« 
sedly% 
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; The stranger covered his face with his 
hand, as if on sudden reflection, and theti 
tbrned away, but stopped when he had 
walked a few paces j 9tkd seeing' Butler fol-^ 
tew him with his eyes, called out in a stem 
yet suppressed tone, just as if he had exact* 
ly calculated that his 'accents shouM not be 
heard a yard beyond the ^pot ^n which But- 
Ibr stood. *' Go your way, 'and do mine er- 
]?and« Do not look afier me. I -will neither 
descend through the bowelsof these ftfcks, 
iior vanish in a flash of fire j and yet the 
eye that seeks to trace my motions shall 
have reason to curse it was ever shrouded 
by eye-Iid or eye-lash. Begone, and look 
not behind you. Tell Jeanie Deans, that 
when the moon rises I shall expect to meet 
her at Nicol Muschat's Cairn, beneath Saint 
Anthony's Chapel.'* 

As he uttered these words, he turned and 
took the road against the hill, with a haste 
that seemed as peremptory as his tone of 
authority.^ 
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Dreading he knew not what of additional 
misery to a lot which seemed little capable- 
of receiving augmentation^ and desperate at 
the idea that any living man should dare to 
send so extraordinary a request, couched 
in terms so peremptory, to the half-betroth- 
ed object of his early and only affection, 
Butler strode hastily toward the cottage, in- 
drder to ascertain how far this daring and 
mde gallant was actually entitled to preai 
on J0aiii6 Deans a request which no pru- 
de&t, and scarce any modest young womaiii 
was likely to comply with. 
* Butler was by nature neither jealous nor 
raperstitious ; yet the feelings which lead 
to those moods of the mind were rooted in 
his heart, as a portion derived from the com- 
mon stock of humanity. It was maddening 
to think that a profligate gallant^ such as the 
manner and tone of the stranger evinced 
him to he, should have it in his power to 
command forth his future bride and plight* 
ed true love, at a place $o improper, and an 



SM TALES cor MY hASmhfmB^ 

hour so unseasonable. Yet tlie tone ia 
which the stranger spjdk^ had nothing c^ 
the soft ha^f-breatbed voice pmper to the 
seducer who solicits an assignation ;. it was 
bold, fierce, and imperative, and had lesis of 
love in it than of menace apd iptifnidation« 
The suggestions of superstition seemed 
more plausible, had Butler's iniod bten veiy 
accesstt>le to tbeou ^* Was* this indeed the 
Eoaring Lioo^. who g(>etb* about seekii^ 
whom he may devour ?* This was a queSi^ 
tion which pressed itself on Butler's mind 
with an earnestness that cannot be conoei^ 
ved by those who live in the present day. 
The fiery eye, the abrupt detfieanoui^ thet 
occasionaliy Iwish, yet studiously sttbdued 
tone of voice,*~the features, whose perfect ' 
beauty was now clouded with pride,, now 
disturbed by suspicion, now inflamed with 
passion"-r4hose dark hazel eyes which he 
sometimes shaded with his cap, as if he were 
averse to have them seep while they were 
QQCupied with keenly observing the motiona 
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and bearing of others-^those eyes that wcte 
now turbid with melancholy, now gleaming 
with scorn, and now sparkling with fury 
«— was it the passions of a mere mortal they 
expressed, or the emotions of a fiend, who 
seeks, and -seeks in vain, to conceal his 
fiendish designs under the borrowed mask 
of manly beauty ? The whole partook 
of the mien, language, and port of the 
arphangel ; and, imperfectly as we have 
been able to describe it, the effect of the 
interview upon Butler^s nerves, shaken as 
they were at the time by the horrors of the 
preceding night, were gi*eater than his un^ 
derstanding warranted, or his pride cared 
to submit to. The very place where he 
had met this singular person was desecra- 
ted, as it were, and unhallowed, t)wing to 
many violent deaths, both in duels and by 
suicide, which had in former times taken 
place tber^} and the place which he had 
named as a rendezvous at so late an hour, 
was held in general to be accursed, from a 
frightful and cruel murder which had been 



£86 . tALES OF HX LANDLORDS - 

there coiDmitted by the wretch from whoia 
the place took its name, upon the person of 
his own wife. It was in such places, accord- 
jng to the belief of that period (when the 
Jaw^ against witchcraft were still in fresh 
observance, and had even lately been acted 
upon), that evil spirits had power to make 
themselves visible to human eyes, and toprac- 
tise upon jbhe feelings and senses of mankind* 
Suspicions, founded on such circumstances^ 
rushed on Butler's mind, unprepared as it 
was, by any previous course of reasoning, to 
deny that which all of his time, country, 
and profession, believed ; but common 
sense rejected these vain ideas as inconsist- 
ent, if not with possibility, at least with the 
general rules by which the universe is go- 
vemed,i — a deviation from which, as Butler 
•well argued with himself, ought not to be 
admitted as probable upon any but the plain- 
est and most incontrovertible evidence. An 
earthly lover, however, or a young man, 
who, from whatever cause, had the right 

of exercising such summary and unceremo- 

9 
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nious authority over the object of his long, 
settled, and apparently sincerely returned 
affection, was an object scarce less appal- 
ling to his mind, than those which supersti- 
tion suggested. 

His limbs exhausted with fatigue, his 
mind harassed with anxiety, and with pain- 
ful doubtS' and recollections, Butler drag- 
ged himself up the ascent from the valley 
to Saint Leonard's Crags, and presented 
himself at the door of Deans's habitation, 
with feelings much akin to the miserable 
reflections and fears of its inhabitants. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

' - * » 

Then ftfae itretched out her Uly band. 

And for to do ber best; 
^ Hae back thy faith <ind troth. WiUje» 

God gi'e thy aoul good rest*' 

OidJiianad. 

^ Cqme in,'' answered the low and sweet* 
toned voice be loved best to hear, as But* 
ler tapped at the door of the cottoge. He 
lifted the latch, and found himself under 
the roof of affliction. Jeanie Was unable 
to trust herself with more than one glatice 
toward her lover, whom she now met un« 
der circumstances so agonizing to her fed- 
ings, and at the same time so humbling to 
her honest pride. It is well known, that 
much, both of what is good and bad in the 
Scottish national character^ arises out of the 
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intimacy of tbeit family connections. ^ To 
be come of honest fcrfk," that is, of people 
who have borne a fair and unstained charac- 
ter^ is an advantage as highly prized amongst 
the lower Scotch, as the emphatic counter- 
part, *^ to be of a good family/' is valued 
among their gentry. The worth and respect- 
abil&y of one member of a peasant's fami- 
ly is always acconnised by themselves and 
others, not only a matter of honest pride, 
but a guarantee for the good conduct of the 
^oie. On the contraiy, such a melan^ 
idioly atain as was how flung on one of the 
dkildTen of Deans, extended its disgrace to 
aU connected with him, and Jeaqie felt her- 
self lowered at once, in her own eyes, and 
in those of her lover. It was in vain that 
idle repressed dits feelhag, as far subordi- 
nate and too selfish to be mingled with her 
sorrow for her sister's calamity. Nature 
prevailed ; and while she shed tears for her 
MSter's distress and danger, there mingled 
wkh them bitter drops of grief for her own 
degtad^iion. 

VOL. u N 
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As Butler entered^ the oU man was seat? 
ed by the fire with his weU^wwn poeket 
Bible in bis hands^ die companiofir ef the 
wanderings and dangers of his- yontb^ and 
bequeathed to him/on the seaflfold by- cme 
ef those»^hOj in the year 1M6» sealed tb^ 
enthusiastic principles widi tbeir Uood. 
The sun sent it» rays tbMOgh^a^maUww 
dow at the old mjin's backy and, . << shining 
snotty through the reek," to use the expres* 
sion of a bard of that timci and coMitry, ill 
lumined< the grey hair^- of l3ie 4old man^ 
and the sacred page which 'he studied. *His 
lentures, far fromi.faandsonxe^^ andt tadnet 
harsh and severe^ from their expMsafon of 
habitual gravity and. contempt for earthy 
things^ hadaa.espresskRi>ofi8t0ioal.df|^i^ 
amidst dieir sternness. H«t boasted^ in m^i 
smalLdcgree, ther attributes wliioh Sostite)^ 
ascribes tatheaocbnt Scaodinavians, .wbona 
be terms «^firm>to re8oke».aAd;atubkioKn>tq 
endure.'': The wfanfe fotomed^aipicture^iOf 
whicbi the lightsiinig^ faafve bten^givei^l^ 
Rembrandt, but the outline wonldiaw j«^ 
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quired tlie fbree and yigioAiif' of Michael 
Angelo. 

.Deans lifted'his eye as OBotler eittei^dy • 
and instantly withdrew it^ asfi^om anobjeot' 
which gave him tat once stnrprise and imd*' 
den pain. He had assumed such h^^ 
ground with t^is caraftl-witted^ schblup, as' 
be had in his pride termed Patler^' «h^ to ' 
meet biai of all men» undien feelings of bo*^ 
miliation^ aggravaitekl his misfortun^^ and^ 
was a consummation like ibat of the dying 
chief in the old Iwfiadk^* Earl Percy sees' 
my fall/' 

Deans raised the Bible with)his left handy^ 
so as partly to screen his fSioe^ and pattrng-' 
back bis rights a» far als iie could, held it 
towards Butler in that position^ at tSicsame^ 
time turning his body ftom bim^ as if t»> 
prevent hi» seeing the wmrbing ^ bis^ cbun^ ' 
tenance. Butler clasped the extendediHand^ 
whicb bad supported fais^ orphdm infantyv* 
wept over it^ and'- in vain endeavoured to^ 
say mote> than (the yvordsi^^^^'QoAofku^tni^ 
you^God comfort yml* 
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« m wiU— he doth, my friend;' said 
Deans, assuming firmness as he discovered . 
the agitation of his guest i ^ he doth now; 
and he will yet more, in his own gude time. 
I have been ower proud of my sufferings in 
a gude cause, Reuben, and now I am to be 
tried with those whilk will turn my pride and 
glory into a reproach and a hissing. How 
muckle better I hae thought mysell than, 
them that lay saft, fed sweet, and drank 
deep, when I was in the moss-haggs and 
moors, wi* precious Donald Cameron, and 
worthy Mr Blackadder, called Guess-again ; 
and how prbiid 1 was o' beibg made a spec- 
tacle to men and angds, having stood on 
their pillory at the Canongate afore I was 
fifteen y^ars oldj for^the cause of a national 
covenant. To think, Reuben, that I, wha 
hae been.sae honoured and exalted in my 
youth, nay^ when I was but a hafflins cal- 
l^nt, and that hae borne testimony again 
the defections o^ the limes yearly, monthly, 
daily, hourly, minutely, striving and testify- 
ing with uplifted hand and voice, drying 
aloud, and ^^arieg not, against all great 
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D«tional snares^ as the natioh-wasting and 
church-sinking abomination of union, tole- 
r;ation, and patronage^ imposed by the last 
woman of that unhappy race of Stuarts ; 
also against the infringements and inva- 
sions of the just powers of eldership, where- 
anent I .uttered my paper^ called a * Cry of 
an Howl in the Desart/ printed at the Bow- 
jbeadi and sold by all flying stationers in 
towi) and countiy-»rand »<w*'-Tr^ 

Here he paused. It may well be suppo- 
sed that Butler, though not absolutely coin- 
ciding in all the good old man's ideas about 
church governmentj had too much consi- 
jderation and hunranity to interrupt hirfl, 
while he reckoned up widi conscious pridie 
his sufferings, and the constancy of his te«- 
tipipny. On the contrary, when he paused 
under the influence of the bitter recpllea* 
tions of th? moment, Butler instantly threw 
in his mite pf encouragement. 

« You have been well known, my old 
and revered friend, a true and tried foU 
lower of the Cross ; one who, as Saint Ja- 
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foxne bath it| * per if^mmiam et^bamm^^ 
mam gnmsan ad mnuHPtoMiatem,^ which 
majibe fteeljf orendejredf ^ who rurfiethon 1k> 
:kimiortal life, through bad ^report and goad 
report' You have been one €xf those to 
9tthom ihe -teiKler and fearfbl souls ciy du- 
ring the midnight soHtttdey~<* Watchmaa» 
-irhat of the night ]?«^ Watchman, -what of 
'tiie night f^-^Ap49, assuredly, this hoivy 
^dispensation, m it oomes not without Di- 
^ne permission, so it *com€s not without 
-its special commission and use.** ^ 
' ^* I do receive it as such,** said poor 
Deans^ returning the grasp of Butler^s 
hand,' *^ and, if I h^ve not beM taught to 
t^ead Ihe- Scripture in amy other tongue but 
-my native Soottidb, (even in his distress 
Butler's Latin* quetatioiy had not escaped 
-his notice,) I^ have, nevertheless, so learn- 
^td theiOf that I trast to bear even this 
crook in my lot with sitbmissioB. But O, 
Reuben Butler, the- kirk, of wbilk, though 
^n worthy, I have yet 'been thought a po- 
Mi^bed'shs^, and meet to 'be' a pillar, hold* 
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iog, from my. y^nith upward^ the {dace of 
niUag eld6r«--*what will the lightsome and 
pro&ne think of the guide that canno|: 
ke^ his own &(pSbfrfrQm stumbling ? How 
will they take up their song and their re- 
proacht when they see that the children of 
professors are .liable to as foul back-sliding 
as the offspring of Belial ! But I will bear 
my xross 3irith the comfort, that whatever 
shewed like goodness in me or mine» was 
but like the light that ^shines; frae creeping 
insects, on the brae-aide, in adajrk night— 
it kythes bright to the ee, because all is dark 
around it ; but ^ben themorn comes on the 
mountains, it is but a puir crawling kail- 
worm after a\ And sae it shows, wi' ony 
rag of human righteousness, or formal law*- 
work, that we may pit jr.ound us to cover 
our shame." 

As he pronounced these words, the doc» 
again opened, and Mr Bartholine Saddle- 
tree entered, his thBee<>pointed hat set far 
back on his head,^ with a silk handkerchief 
beneath it, to keep it in that cool position. 
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bis gold-headed cane in his hand^ and his 
ivhole deportment that of a wealthy burgb- 
€r, who might ope day look to hare a sbi^e 
in the magistracy, if not actually to h<rfd 
the curate diair itselfl 

Roch^oucaidty who has torn the v6il 
from so many foul gangrenes of tiie hd** 
man hearty says, we find something not 
altogether unpleasant to us in^ the mis- 
fortunes of our best &tends. Mr Saddle- 
trea would have been very angry had 
any one told him that he felt jdeaaure 
in the disaster of poor Effie Deans^ and 
the disgrace of her femily ; and yet there 
is great qtiestion whether the grati€ca- 
tion of playing the person .of importance, 
inquiring^ investigating, and laying down 
the law on the whole affitir, did not ciSbt, 
to say the least, full consolation for the pain 
Vhich pure symjmtby gave him on account 
of his wife's kinswoman. He had now got 
a piece of real judicial business by the end» 
instead of being obliged, as was his oMnman 
case, to intrude his opinion where it was net. 
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ther wished nor wanted ;> and felt as happy in 
the exchange as a boy when he gets his first 
newwatcb, which actually goes when wound 
Up) and has real bands and atrue dial-plate. 
But besides this subject for l^ildisquidtion, 
BiNrthOfline's brains werealso overloaded with 
the affidr of Porteous, hi» violent death, and 
all itsprobabfe consequences to the city and 
Gomtftunity; It was> what the French call ' 
tembarras des rtchessen^ the confusion ari^ 
tiing from to&.muQh mental wealth. He 
walked in with a consciousness o£ double 
importance, full fraught with the superiority 
of one who possesses more information than 
the company into which he enters, and who 
feels a right tp disehaige his learning on 
tliem without mercy*. ^< Good mwning» Mr 
l>eans,-^good* morrow to you, Mr Butler, 
-^I was.notawaisp^hat you was Acquainted 
with Mr Deans." 

, Butler made 4omesIight< answer; hisrea- 

;.sons may be readily imagined for not ma- 

king^his connection with the family, wludi^ 

in bis eyes, had si^methii^ of tender myste* 

N 2 
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iy^ a frequent sut^ect of conversation 
iiidi£ferent persons; sikdi! as Satddletree. 

Itie Hvorthy ttt^ter; in the pknh^ 
fiiblf-itnp6rtknce, ^ild^ seH^e '^wn upon a 
di&ir, Wip^dliils btow^ eoUeeted his breM^fa^ 
and made tli^^Ml^eitpetinient'o^tbe Tesot. 
ved pith ctf^ his'ltmgB^ in a deep and digoi^ 
fled si^h, tesetnUitig ;a groan' in isomid and 
ititonat$6n-^<* AwlhniMfefi these,'nei;eM)mur 
J)&ms, awfli' times*" 

'< Sinfa^ t^hatnciftt^, bem^n^ring^ 
answered Deans/ in a tower and ^more anb- 
dued tbne« 

^ For my part?" eontintrndi ^dcBMree^ 
dwelling with' Importances, << what/ betwe^ 
'the distresis of my firiends, and mgr poor 
auld country, ony wit that ever f had «nay 
'^be said to hbve abandoned me, sae &at Z 
^sometimes think' myself as ignorant as if i 
were inter rusUeos. Here when I -arise ki 
'the morning, wi^ my mind just arranged 
touching what's to be done in puir Efficfa 
misfortune, aild hae gotten the hale statute 
at tny 'fioger-ends, the mob maim g^ up 
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aad string Jock Porteous to a dyester's 
bcstoii and ding a' thing out of my head 
a^aln." . 

Deqply as he was distressed with his own 
domestic calamity. Deans could not help 
expressing some interest in the news. Sad-* 
dletree immediately entered on details of 
the. insurrection and its ccHisequences, 
while Butler took the occilsion to seek 
some private conversation with Jeanie 
]]teans« Sbe%gave him the q^porfcunity he 
sougbti fayleavdfig the room, as if in prose- 
cution of 8ome>part of her morning labour. 
Butler followed her in a fewminutes, lea« 
mr^ i)eftns:so ^closely engaged :by his busy 
visitor,. that-there iisas little chance of his 
observing their, absence* 

. Ihe scene of lheir48terview was an outer 
i^artment»< niHbcre JeaQie was^ used to busy 
herself* in arraitgiog the prodncticms o£ her 
dairy. WJien B^Ier found an opportunity 
of stealing after her into thki place, he 
found her silenl^ dejected, and re^dy to 
buGst iato. tears, instead of the active i» 
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dustry with which she had been acctistom- 
ed» even while in the aet of speakings to- 
employ h^f hsuifis in someiis^fulbram^h of 
household business^ she was seated listless 
in a corner, sinking apparent^ under the 
weight of her own thoughts* Yet the in- 
stant he entered y she dried her eyes^ mdf 
^ith the sitQplieity and opeimess of her^ 
characteri immediatdy ent^d on the ton* 
versation. 

^* I am gl^yott hsffre comejn; Mr But- 
ler,*' said she, *« for-^--for-«-^r I wiii^ed to 
tell ye, that all maun be ended between^ 
you and me-r-its best for baith our sakes.** 

*^ Ended t* said Butler, in surpirise ^ ^;«nd 
for what should it be ended h— ?! grant tiua 
is a heavy (dispensatic^i, but. it M«8 neither 
at your door nor mine-^it'&an ^dl of Gpd*a 
MSnding,. and it mton be borne ; bbtit canoa 
break pHghtpd troth, Jeiuiie, while ikey 
that plighted their word wish to. keep )lu" 

<<,But, Reuben,"? said^ the youn^ vio^ 
man, looking, at him^fiS^Gltioniitely, .«^I.:kea 
weel that ye think maur of me than your- 
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self; and,- Reuben, I can only in requital 
tliink mair of jour weal than of my ain. 
Ye are a man of spotless name, bred to 
God's ministry, and a* men say that ye will 
some day rise high in the kirk, thdugh po. 
verty keep ye down e'en now. Poverty ii 
a bad back-friend, Reuben, and that ye 
ken ower weel ; but ill fanie is a waur aue^ 
and that is a traih ye sail never learti 
through my means." 

« What do ye mean ?' said Butler, eager- 
ly and «npatient1y $ ^* or bow do you con- 
nect your sister's guilt, if guilt there be, 
whkb, I trust m God, may yet be dis* 
proved,. With bar engagement ?^4iow can 
that afibct you or me ?** 

*< How em you^aak me that, Mr Butler? 
Will this stain, d*ye think, ever be forgcTt- 
t^ft as htng as our heads are abune ttte 
^ruttd ? IJIRII it not stick to us, and to our 
bairns, and to tlieir very bairns' batrris> ? To 
,bae been the child of an honest man, might 
faae been saying something for me and 
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mine ^^ but to be the siafcer of a t O, my 

God !''«— -With this exclsmation her resola* 
tion fidledy and she burst into a passionate 
fit of tears. 

The lover used every eSort to induoe 
her to compose herself^ an4 at length suo 
ceeded ; but she only resumed her compo- 
sure to express herself with the same posi* 
tiveness as before. <^ No» fi^uben, I'll biing 
disgrace hame to nae man's hearth ; my lun 
distresses I can bear, and I maun bear, but 
there is nae occasion for buckling them on 
other folks' shputhers. | wiU bear <my load 
idone— the back is made for the burthen." 

A lover is by charter wayward ' and sus^ 
picious ; and Jeanie's i^eadiness to rei^iince 
their engagement, under pretence of zeal 
for bis peace of ^mind ami r^pectablHty of 
i^ractery seemed. to poor Butler to form a 
portentous :Oombination with itfae commia* 
sion of the stranger be .had met «itfa< that 
morning. His voice faultered as he asked, 
^ Whether nothing but a senae of her sis- 
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t^sv piresent <Hstre5s occasioned her to talk 

in that manner ?** 

^^ And wfaat-else can do sae ?" she replied 

with aimplicity. ** Is it not ten long years 

since we spoke together in this way ?" 

•* Ten years ?" said Butler, ** Itis a long 

tlme-^sufficieat perhaps for a woman to 

weary" 

** To weary of-her auld gown^" said Jeanie, 
^^ and to wish lor a aew w^ if she li^kes tof 
be trravet bn% not long enwgfi tp weary of 
a friend — The eye may wish change, imt 
the heart never," 

" Never ?" said Reuben,-^" that is a bold 
promise." 

^< flat not more bauld than tniKe»" said 
Jeanie, with the same qjwtdimpUoity whiob 
attiended :her manner :in joy a^d ^ief^ ia 
ordinary affairs^ aikd in tbosewihieh most in*> 
terested hier 'feelings^ . 

ilatiec paused, and, looking at her fixe^ 
ly^^«:l am qhaaiged^" .he saidi ^^withames^ 
jsage to yout Jeaoie**' 
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" Iirdecdt From whom? Or what ckn 
ony ane have to say to mc ?' 
' *« It is from a stranger,** said Butler, af- 
fecting to speak with an indifference whicfr 
his voice beHed — ^* A young man whom I 
met this morning in the Park." 

" My God !" said Jeanie eagerly ; "and 
what did he say ?* 

*♦ That he could not see you at the hour 
he proposed, but required you should meet 
him iilbneat Muschat^s €aim this night, so 
soon as themoon rises." 

<< Tell him," said Jeanie hastily, << I shall 
certainly comci" 

^< May I ask,** said Butler, his suspicions 
increasing at the ready alacrity of the an* 
swer, ^* who this man is to whomrypu are 
so willing to give the meeting at ar place 
and hour so uncommon f* 

<^ Folk maun do muckle they have little 
will to do, in this world," replied Jeanie. 

"Granted," said her lover ; ^ but what 
compels you to this ?— -who is this- person ? 
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What I saw of hitn was not very favourable 
-*-who, or what ifr he ?' 

<^ I do not knoW)" replied Jeanie cotnpo^ 
sedljr. 

^^ You do* not know," said Butler, step- 
ping impatiently through the apartment-^ 
** You purpose to meet a young m»i whom 
you do not know, at such a time^ and in a 
place so lonely-^you say you are compek 
kd to do this«--»and yet yoa say you do not 
know the person, who exercises such an idh 
fluence over you !— Jeanie^, what am I to 
think of this ?*' 

<^ Think only, Reubeui that I speak 
truth, as if I were to answer at the last 
day.— »I do not ken th» man — I do not 
even ken that I ever saw him, and yet I 
must give him the meeting he asks— -there's 
life and death upon it." 

^ Will you not tell your father, . or take 
liim with you ?** said Butler* 

^^ I cannot,** said Jeanie ; ^* I have no ^ 
permiwiosu" 
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<< W31 ymi letsmgq with you ? I v&gi 
wait in the Park till nj^tfaH, and join you 
when you set ouU" 

*< It 18 impossible," said Jeanie ; ^< there 
«MUinna be mortal ^ceature within heaitng 
^our dNDference*" 

** Have you considered wall the nature 
of what you are going to do ?*— the iime-^ 
4he plae&— ;an imkoown sa^d smpidmis<^»- 
^sttter lU^Why, if he had asked rto see yon 
in this house, your &ther sitting in the ncadt 
room, and within caS^ at audi ao hmir, you 
should have refused to see him*" 

<< My weird maun be fiiifiUed^Mr Bu^r ; 
toy life and my safety are in God's, handi^ 
but rU net spare to risk either of tiiem on 
the errand I am gaun to do." 

<< Then, Jeanie," ssud EQtler,/much dis- 
pleased, ^< we must indeed i>reak)shQrtnfl^ 
and bid fareweUL Wlbea ^there /can be- no 
confidence betwixt a man and Jna. plighted 
wife on such a moaoentous. topic, it is a 
sign that she has no longer the-jreipardifbi: 
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that mak^s tlieir engagemeiit safe and 
suitable." 

. Jeaoie looked at hiia and sighed. ^^ I 
Itbought," she said^ ^ that I had/lnrought 
myself to bear this pftrting'^-^JiiilH^but*^! 
did not ken that *we were: to paort in ua^ 
kindness. Bat I ama/wooiaii/ajidiyou ase 
a flian-«^i t may be di£kr ent wt< yon-^if your 
ntnd is made easier by thixd^ingsae hardly 
of me, I would not ask you to think others 
wise.** 

. << You are»" ^aid Butler, ^ < *>vfaat yon have 
always beeo^^^viser, better, and less selfeh 
in your native feelings, than I cam be, widi 
all the belps philosophy can give to a Chris- 
tian^-^But'why-i-ni^y will ypu persevere in 
jLTi undertaking so desperate? Why wiU 
you not let me be your assist«nt«-your 
protector, or at least your adviser ?" 

'^^ Just because I cannot, and I dare 
not," answered Jeanie-**^^ But hark, what's 
that i Surely my father is no weel ?" 

In fact,. the voices in the next room be^ 
came obstreperously loud of a sudden, the 
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cause of which vociferatioih it is necessary 
to expkin before we go farther. 

When Jeanie and Butler retired» Mr 
Saddletree entered upon the business wfaiell 
chiefly interested the family. In the conu 
mencement of their conversation he fbund 
old Deans, who^ in his usuat state of mind^ 
was no granter of propositions, sa much 
subdued by a deep sense of bis, daughter's 
danger and disgrace, that he beard. without 
replying to, or perhaps without understand- 
ing, one or twa learned disquisitions on 
{be nature of the crime imputed ta her 
charge^ and on' the steps which ought ta 
be taken in consecjuence. His only aUf 
swer at each pause wai^ ** I am no mis- 
doubting that ye wuss us weel — ^your wife's 
our far awa*^ cousin.'* 

Encouraged by these symptoms of ac- 
quiescence^ Saddletree, who, as an amateur 
of the law, hjad a supreme deference for all 
constituted authorities, again recurred talus 
othertopicof interest, the murder, namely, of 
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Porteous; and pronounced a severe censmre 
on the parties cone wned^^ 
' «• These are kittle times — kittle tinies, 
Mr Deans, when the people take the power 
of life and death out of the hands of the 
rightful magistrate into their ain rough 
grip. I am of opinion, and so I believe 
will Mr Crossmyloof and the Privy-Coun- 
dl^ that this rising in effeir of war, to take 
away the life of a reprieved man, will pro\'^ 
.little better than perduellion.** 

^ If f hadna tliat on my mind that s ill 
to bear, Mr Saddletree,"* said Deans, ^ I 
wad make bold to dispute that point wi' 
you/' 

" How could ye dispute what's plain 
law, man 7*^ said Saddletree, isomewhat con- 
temptuously ; ^ there's no a callant that 
e'er carried a pock wi' a process in't, but 
will tell you that perduellion is the warst 
and maist virulent kind of treason, being 
an open convocating of the king's liegea 
against his authority, (mair especially in 
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arms, and by touk of druiD, to baitfa whilk 
accessories my een aitd lugs^bore witness,)' 
sgoid Biuckle warse than les^-magesty, or the 
concealm:ent of a treasonable purpose-^IC 
wimia bear a dispute, neighbour/' 

*^ But it will though,'' retorted douce 
Davie Deans ; *^ I tdl ye it will bekr a dis- 
pute— ^I never like your caokl, legdy for*' 
mal doctrines, neighbour Saddletree; I 
baud unco little by the Parliament^house, 
since the awiu' downfall of the hopes ofi 
honest folk that- followed tiie Revolution.'' 

<« But what wad ye hae had; Mr Deans ?" 
said Saddletree impatiently ; ^< did na ye get 
baitli liberty and conscience made fast; andr 
settled by tailzie on yon attd your he£rs'for 
ever?" 

<<:Mr Saddletree," retorted Deans, ^ I 
ken ye are one of those that are wise afler 
the manner of this world, and that ye baud 
your part, and oast in yoor portion wi' the 
lang<*heads and) lang^ gowns, and keqi wiiJt 
tiie smart witty-«pated iarwyers of thisonr land 

5 
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—•Weary on the dark and dolefti' cast that 
they hae gi^en this unhappy kingdom, when 
tiieir black bands of defection was clasped in 
the redhandsof oursworntnurtheferii: whi^ii^ 
those who had numbered^ the tbwers of our 
Zion, and marked the bulwaricsof our re** 
ibrmatfon^ sawtheir hope turn idto siHsrnarey 
and' their rejoicing inta weeping.*' 

" I canna understand! thi^ neighbour/* 
answered Saddletree; ** I am an honest 
Presbyterian of the Rirfc df Sbodftnd, and 
stand by 'her and the General AsM^mbly^ 
and the due administration of justice by 
the fifteen Lords o' Session and the five 
Lords o' Justiciary/* 

^ Out upon ye j Mr SaddletfeeP' toe- 
claimed- David, who, in an opportunity ol 
giving his testimony on the of^nees aftd 
backslidings of the land, forgot fbr ar mcM 
ment'his own domestic calamity****^' out 
upon yourGeneral Assembly, and thteiiack 
cyf' my hand' to your Court' o* Sesi^oni-;-* 
What is the tane but a waefu' bun^h'o^ 
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oftuldrife professors and tmnistefs, that sate 
bien and warm when the persecuted rem- 
nant were wairstiing wi* huqger, and cauid, 
asd fear 4)£ death, and danger of fire and 
sword) iqpon wet brae*sides« peat*hag^, 
and iSew-fnosses, and that now oreep out 
q{ their holesr li^ blue-bottles in a blink 
of sunshkie, to take the pu'pits and places 
of better folk-*- of them that witnessed, and 
testified, and fought, and endured pit, p4- , 
son-house, and tran^ortattion beyond seas 
r-A bonny bili^ there's o' them !«^ And for 

ycHir Court o*> Session'' 

« Ye may say what ye will o* the Gene- 
ral Assembly," said Saddletree, interrupt- 
ing him, '^ and let them clear them that 
kens them ; but as for the Lords o' Session* 
fbrbye that they are my next door neigh- 
boarst, I would have ye ken, for your ain re- 
gulation, that to raise scandal anent themt 
whalk is termed, to murmur again them, is 
a crime std generis — sui generis^ Mr Deans 
-^ken ye what that amounts to ?[ 
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; ' ^« 1 ken little o' the language of anti- 
ehristy" saidiDeans $ ^^ and I care less tb^n 
'Uttle what ^imtnistl tomU may call the 
-speeches of honest inen. And as to mur*. 
imur agmi them^ ii^s what a' the folk thid: 
Jdsses their plete^ atid iiine^teiitbs o' them 
Jthat win them, will be gay sure to be guilty 
in. Sae I wad hae ye ken that I haud a' 
your.gle^-tonguJeid-advodsktes, that sell their 
knowledge for piecra of sikar^ and your 
jWC^rldly-wise judges, that will gi'e three 
days of heading :in ^presence to a d^ate 
^bout the peeling of an ingan, and no ae 
half-hour to the. gospel i;estimony, as legale 
ists and iormalistSi countenancing^ by^en* 
tenees^ and quirks, and cunai|ng terms of 
law, the late begun courses H>f national 4e^ 
&ctions—unk>nr toleration, patronages, and 
yerastian prelatic oaths. As for Ifae soul and 
body-killing. Court o' Justiciary"— — :: 

The hafaat of i considering his. life as^ de^ 
^atedrto bear testimony in behalf of what 
Jie deemed the steering and deserted cause 

VOL. u o 
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^f trae religion, had swefit honest David 
qdong with it thui* fst ; but with. the men- 
tion of the criminal court, the recotlectioii 
^f the disastrous condition of his daughter 
Tuabed at once on his mind ; he stopped 
short in the midst of his triumphant declo- 
mation, pressed his hands against his fiire- 
head) and remained silent 

Saddletree was somewhat moved, but 
apparently not so much so as to induce hmi 
to relinquish the privilege of prosing in hk 
tarn, affi)rded him by David's sudden si- 
lence. ^ Nae doubty neighbour,*' he -said, 
*< it's a sair thing to bae to do wi' courts of 
law, unless it be to improve ane's know- 
ledge and practrque, by waiting on as a 
hearer ; and touching this unhappy affii^ 
of Effie~ye'll hae seen the dittay doubt- 
less ?" He dra^^^ out of his poetet u 
bundle of papers, and began to turn then 
oven ^< This is no it«~this is the infor- 
mation of Mungo Marsport, of that flk, 
•gaaast CiqptaiB L^oklaady for comh^ en 
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his lands of Matsport with bawkj^ hounds^ 
fyiog-dogs, nets, guas^ cross** bows^ hagbuts 
of fbond, or other engines more or less Su: 
destruction of game, sic as red<deer, fiiUow* 
deer,.capper*cail2ies, grey^fowl, moor^^fowif 
paitricks, ben>ns, and sic like j he the said 
defender not being ane qualified person in 
terms of the statute sixteen hjmdred and 
twenty*ane ; that is»,not havingime plou^« 
gate of land» Now th&4ttfencea proponed 
aay, that nan. cemtat at this present what is 
a plough^te of land, whilk uiK^rtaintjr 
is sufficient to elide the conehisioiis of the 
libeL But then the answers to the ,de» 
feneesi (they are s^ed by Mr Ciossmy* 
looi^ but Mr Younglad drew them,) tbqr 
propone, that it signifies naethiflg, m hoe 
Httiii, what or how muckle a ploib^-gate 
of land ipay be, in respect the defender has 
nae lands whatsoe'er, less or mair» ^ Sae 
grmit a plough-gate'" (here Saddletree read 
from the paper in his band,) ^*< to be Jess 
than the mnetoenth part of a guse's^gOMf 
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(i trow Mr^Grosstnyloof put in that — I3c6Q 
his iStyle^)— ** ef a guse's .grass, what the 
better will the 'defender be, seeing he has^ 
na a divot- cast of land in Scotlaad ?«--^c£. 
vacatus for Lackland duplies, that mkUm^ 
rest de passessianej the pursuer must put his 
case under the statute'<*-*now. this is worth 
your notice, neighbour,— .< and must show^ 
Jbmuditer et ^pedaUter^ as well te generaii^ 
terj what^ is the qualification that defender 
Lackland does noi possess — let Jaim tell me 

what a plougfa-gate of land, is, and I'll tell 

• 

him if I have one or no. Surely the pur* 
suer is bound to understand his. own libeV^ 
and his own statute that he founds upon*. 
Tidus pursues Mnevim for recovery of ane 
black horse lent to Maevius — surely he shall 
have Judgment ; but if Titius pursue .Mas-, 
v|us for ane «car/(^^ or m9M(m horse, doubt>% 
less he shall.be bound to show that there is 
sic ane animal in rerunt natura. No man cau 
be bound to plead to nonsense — that is to^ 
say, to a charge which cannot be e^i^plain- 
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ed or understood V— (he's wrang there— the 
better the pleadings the fewer understand 
them,)—* and so the reference unto this un- 
defined abd unintelligible measure of land 
is/ as if a penalty was inflicted by statute 
for any man who suld hunt or hawk, or use 
lyiog-dogs, without having about him ane' 
-ii— — But I am wearying you, Mr DeanSi 
well pass to your aih business, — though this 
case of Marsport against Lackland has made 
an unco din in the Outer-hous6— Weel, 
here's the dittay against puir Effie : * Where-' 
as it is humbly meant and shown to lis,' &c. 
(they arc words of mere style,) • that where^ 
liy the laws of this and every other well- 
regulated realm, the murder of any one; 
more especially of an in&nt child, is a crime 
of ane high nature^ and severely punish- 
able r And wliereas, without priejudice to 
tiie foresaid generality, it was, by ane act 
niade in the second sessiofy of the First Par- 
liament of our most High and Dread Sove- 
r^gns William and Mary, especially enac(d 
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ed, that ane woman who shall have coAh 
cealed her condition, and shall not be able 
to show that she hath called for help at the 
birth, in case that the child shall be found 
dead or amissing, shall be deemed and held 
guilty of the murder thereof; and the said 
facts of concealment and pregnancy being 
found proven or confessed, shall sustain the 
pains of law accordingly ; yet, neverthe* 
less, you Effie, or Euphemia Deans'"-—*— 

^ Read no farther," said Deans, raising 
bis head up ; ^< I would rather ye thrust a 
sword into my heart than read a word iar« 
ther.** 

^< Weel, neighbour,'' said Saddletree, ^^ I 
thought it wad hae comforted ye to ken 
the best and the warst o't But the ques* 
tion is, what's to be dune ?" 

*' Nothing," answered Deans firmly, 
^* but to abide the dispensation that tike 
Lord sees meet to send us. O if it had been 
His will to take Ahe grey head to rest before 
this awful visitation on my house and name! 
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But His will be done* I can say that yet^ 
though I can say little mair/' 

** But, neighbour/' said Saddletree, " ye^U 
retain advocates for the pair lassie ? it*s a 
thing maun' needs be thought. o£»" 

«• If there was ae man of them," answer- 
ed Deans, ^ that had held fast his integri^ 
ty— -but I ken them weel, they are a' car- 
nal, crafty, and warld-hunting self-seekers, 
Yerastians, and Arminians, every ane o' 
them/' 

^ Hout tout, neighbour, ye maunna take 
the warld at its word/' said Saddletree; 
^* the very de'il is no sae ill as he's ca'd ;- 
»nd I ken mair than ae advocate that may 
be said to hae some integrity as weel as their 
neighbours ; that is, after a sort o' fashion 
o' their ain." 

*^ it is indeed but a fashion of integrity 
that ye will find amang them," replied Da- 
vid Deans, *^ and a fashion of wisdom, and 
fashion of carnal learning-^gazing, glan<* 
cing-glasses they are, fit only to fling tb^ 
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glaiks in folks een^ v? their pawky policy^ 
and earthly ingine> their flights and refine- 
ments and periods of eloquence, firae heti- 
theii empierors and popish canons. They 
canna, in that daft trash ye were reading- 
to nie, sae mockle as ca* men that are sae 
ill-starred as be amang their hands, by ony 
name o' the dispensation o' grace, but maun 
new baptize them by the names of the ac*^ 
cursed Titus, wha was made the instrument 
of burning the holy Temj^e,, and other sic 
like heathens.'^ 

•* It's Tishius,* interrupted Saddletree, 
** and no Titus. Mr Grossmyloof cares aS' 
little about Titus or the Latin learning as 
ye do.— ^But it's a case of necessity — she 
maun faae counsel; Now I could speak 
to Mr Grossmyloof— he's weel kenned for* 
a found-spun presbytertan, and a ruling, 
elder to boot." 

** He's a rank Yerastian," replied Deans ; 
<<*one of the public and polititious warldly- 
wise men that stude up to prevent ane ge« 
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neral owning of the cause in the day of 
power/* 

<^ What say ye to the auld Laird of Cuf&-^ 
bout ?" said Saddletree ; ^* he whiles thuoips^ 
the dust out of a case gay and weel." 

*^ He ? the fause loon !" answered Deansr— 
^ he was in his bandaliers to hae joined the. 
ungracious Highlanders in 1715, an^ they^ 
had ever had tlie luck to cross the Firth." 

** Weel, Arniston ? there's a clever chield^ 
for yet" said Bartholine, triumphantly. 
. ^ Ay, to bring popish medals in till their 
very library from that schismatic woman, 
in the north, the Duchess of Gordon." 

« Wed, weel,. but somebody ye mmm 
hae— What think ye o' Kittlepunt?" 

*• He's an Arminian/* 

« Woodsetter ?" 

*« He's, I doubt, a Cdcceian.''* ^ 

« Auld Whilliewhaw ?" 

^ He'Sr ony thing ye like^? 

** Young Naelmmo ?*' r 

« He's naething at a'.!' 

a2. 
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«< Ye're ill to ptease, ne^bbour/' said 
Saddletree ; ** I hae run ower the pick o' 
tibem for you^ ye maun e'en choose ibr 
yoursell ; but bethink ye that in the mat* 
titude of counsellors there's safety.^— What 
81^ ye to try young Mackenyie ? he has 
^ his uncle's ptactiques at the tmigue's 
end.** 

<« What, sir, wad ye speak to me/' ex« 
claimed the sturdy presbyteriaa in exces- 
sive wrathi *' about a man that has the blood 
of the saints at his lingers' ends? Didna his 
erne die and gang to his place wi' the name 
of the Bluidy Mackenyie i and winna he 
be kenned by that name sae lang as there's 
a Scots tongue to speak the word ? If the 
life of the dear bairn that's under a suffer* 
ing dispensation, and Jeanie's, and my ain^ 
and a' mankind's, depended on my asking 
sic a slave o' Satan to speak a word for me 
or them, they should a' gae down the water 

« 

thegither for Davie Deans.*' 
It was the exalted tone in which he spdce 
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this last sentence that broke up the con- 
versation between Butler and Jeanie, and 
brought them both ^< ben tlie house/' to 
use the language erf* the country. Here 
they found the poor old man half frantic^ 
between grief» and zealous ire against Sad- 
dletree's proposed loaasuresy his cheek in- 
flamed, his band clenched, and his voice 
fftised, while the tear in his eye^ and the 
occasional quiver of his accents, shewed 
that his utmost eftbrts were inadequate to 
shaking o0^tbe consciousness of his misery. 
Butler, apprehensive of the consequences 
of his agitation to an aged and feeble frame^ 
ventured to utter to him a recommendation: 
to patience. 

^^liom patient,'' returned the old man,' 
sternly,--*^^ more patient than any onie who 
is alive to the woeful backslidings of a mi- 
serable time can be patient; and in so 
much, that I need neither sectarians, nor 
sons nor grandsons of sectarians, to in- 
struct my grey hairs how to bear my cross*^ 

8 
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**^ But, sir/' ooatinued BuUer, taking n& 
o£^ce at the slur east onliiS'grand&ther'» 
£iitb; ^* we must use buman means. When 
jou call in a physidan, you would not, I 
suppose, question him on the natuoe of his 
i^ligious prinoiples ?" 

: *« Wad I no f" answered David — ^* But 
I wad though ; and if he didna satisfy me 
that he had a right sense of the rijght^hiuid 
and left-hand defections of the day, sot a 
goutte of his pby^c should gang through 
my father's son." 

It is a dangerous thing to trust to an it* 
lustration. Butler had done so and miscar- 
yied; but, like a gallant soldier when his 
musket misses fire, be stood his ground, and 
charged' with the bayonet. — ^^ This^ is too 
n^ an interpretatian of your duty, sin 
The sun shines, and the rain descends on 
the just and unjust, and they are placed 
together iu life in circumstances which fre^^ 
quently render intercourse between them 
indispensible, perhaps that the evil may. 
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R&V6 an opportunity of being converted 
by the good, and perhaps, -alao, that the* 
righteous might, among othex trials, be 
subjected to tiiat of occasional converse 
with the profane^" 

. " Ye're a silly callatitj Reuben," answer^ 
ed Deans, ^< with your bits of argument. 
Can a man touch pitch and not be defiled ? 
Or what think ye of the brave and worthy^ 
champions of the Covenant, that wadna 
sae muckle as hear a minister speak, bfs 
his gifts and graces as they would, that 
badna witnessed against the enormities of 
the day ?. Nae lawye^ shall ever speak Jbr^ 
me and mine thathasna concurred in the 
testimony of the scattered, yet lovely rem- 
nant,, which abode in the clifts of the 
rocks." 

So saying,^ and as if fatigued, both with 
the arguments and presence of his guests, 
the old man arose, and seeming to bid them 
adieu with a motion of his head and hand,, 
went to shut himdself up in his sleeping 
apartment. 



S26 TALEft or m XAlKM.Oa0. 

<* It's thrawing his daughter's life awa/* 
said Saddletree to Butler, ^< to hear him 
fgpeak in that daft gate. Where ^iil he ever 
get a Cameronian advocate ? Or wha ever 
heard of a lawyer's suffering either for ae 
religion cht another f The laMie's life ia 
clean flung awa.*' 

During the latter part of this debate^ 
Pumhiedikes had arrived at the door, dis. 
mounted, hung the pooey'a bridle on the 
Usual hook, and sunk down on his ordinary 
settle. His eyes, with more than their usual 
animation, followed first one speaker, then 
another, till he caught the melancholy sense 
of the whole from Saddletree's last words* 
He rose from his seat, stumped slowly across 
the room, and, coming close up to Saddle 
tree's ear, said, in a tremulous anxioul 
Voice, *• Will— will siller do naething for 
them, Mr Saddletree ?*' 

<^ Umph !'* said Saddletree, looking grave, 
— *• siller will certainly do it in the Parlia^ 
liament-house, if ony thing can do it $ but 
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vhare's the siller to come frae i Mr Deans^ 
ye see* will do naediing ; and though Mrs 
Saddletree's their far-awa friend, and right 
gude weeKwisher, and is vreel disposed to 
assist, yet she wadna like to stand to be 
bound singuU in sdlidum to such an expen- 
aKre wark. An' ilka friend wad bear a share 
o* the burthen, something might be dune— 
ilka ane to be liable fbr their ain inputs— I 
wadna like to see the case fa' through with 
out being pled — ^it wadna be creditable, fbr 
a' that daft whig body says*" 

«< ril«-I will— yes," (assuming fortitude,) 
^ I will be answerable," said Dumbiedikesy 
^ fcH* a score of punds sterling,"-*— and he 
was silent, staring in astonishment at find- 
ing himself capable of such unwonted reso- 
lution and excessive generosity. 

<< God Almighty bless ye. Laird !'* said 
Jeanie in a transport of gratitude. 

« Ye may ca' the twenty punds thretty,** 
said Dumbiedikes, looking bashfully away 
firom her and towards Saddletree. 
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^ That will do bravely," said SaddletreCr 
nibbing his hands ; *^ and ye sail hae a' my 
skill and knowledge to gar the siHer gang: 
fer— III tape it- out wee! — I ken how to gar^ 
tiie birkies tak short fees, and be glad o' 
them too — it's only garring th6m trow ye 
hae twa or three cases of importance co- 
ming on, and they'll work cheap td get cus- 
tom. Let me alane for whillying an advo- 
eate ; — it's nae sin to get as muekle frae 
them for our siller as we can-— after a', it's* 
but the wind o' their mouth— it costs them 
naething } whereas, in my wretched occu- 
pation of a saddler, horse*mil]iner, and har^ 
ness-maker, we are outunconscionable sum» 
just for barkened hides and leather/' 

" Can I be of no use ?*' said Butlert: 
'< My rneans^ alas !.are only worth the black 
coat I wear j bufrl am young — I owe much 
to the family — Can I do nothing ?" 

" Ye can help to collect evidence, sir,** 
said Saddletree ; ^< if we could but find ony 
ane to say she had gi'en the least hint a*"^ . 

4 
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bar conditioa, she wad be brought aff wi' a: 
vat finger— ^Mr Crossmyloof teU'd me sae» 
The crown, says he, canna be craved to. 
prove a positive-^^was't a positive or a ne- 
gative they couldoa be ca'd to prove ?— it 
was the tane or the tither o' them, I am 
sare, and it maksna muckle matter whiik. 
Wherefore, says he, the libel maun be re- 
dargued by the pannel proving her de- 
fences. And it canna be done otherwise.^ 

«* But the fact, sir," argued Butkr, *^the 
fact that thid poor girl has born a child;, 
siirely the crown lawyers must prove that-??* 
said Butler., 

Saddletree paused a moment, while the 
visage of Dumbiedikes, which traversed, as 
if it had been placed on a pivot, from the' 
one spokesman to the other, assumed a 
more blithe expression. 

•< Ye-— ye— rye— es," said Saddletree, af- 
ter some grave hesitation ^ <^ ung^uestion- 
ably that is a thing to: be proved, as the 
Court will more fully declare by an inter- 



loctitor of relevancy in comnKm form ; bai; 
I £incy that job's done already, for she ha» 
oonfesised her guilt.'' 

^* Confessed the . murder ?'' exclaimed 
Jeanie, with a scream that made them all 
start. 

^ No, I didna say that,'' replied Bar* 
tholine. ** But she confessed bearing the 
babe/' 

<* And what became of it then P' said 
Jeanie j ^< for not a word couid I get from 
her but bitter sighs and tears/' 

** She says it was taken away from hw 
by the woman in whose house it was born, 
and who assisted her at the time." 

^< And who was that woman f" said But* 
Itr. ^ Surely by heir means the truth 
might be discovered. — Who was she? I 
will fly to her directly." 

<« I wish," said Dumbiedikes, «* I were 
as young and a9 supple as you^ and had 
the gift of the gab as weel/' 

<* Who is she ?" again reiterated Butler 
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iffipatiently.^— <* Who could that woman 

<^ Ay, wha keiid thsit but h^sell/' said 
Saddletree; ^* she deponed furth^^ and 
declined to answer that interrogktory/* 

•< Then to herself will I instantly go/' 
said Butler ; ^* farewell, Jeafiie /'' then co- 
ming close up to her. — ^* Take no ra^ 
&teps till you hear from me. Farewell/' 
and he immediately left the cottage. 

<< I wad gang too,'' said the landed pro- 
prietor, in an anxious, jealous, and repining 
tone, ** but my powney winna for the life 
o* me gang ony other road than just frae 
Dumbiedikes to this house-end, and sae 
straight back again/' 

<' Ye'U do better for them/' said Saddle- 
tree, as they left the house together, <« by 
sending me the thretty punds/' 

** Thretty punds ?** hesitated Dumbie- 
dikes, who was now out of the reach ci 
those eyes which had inflamed his genero- 
sity } ^ I only jiaid twenty punds/' 
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i ^* Ay ; but," said Saddletree, " that was' 
under protestation to add and eik ; and so 
ye' craved leave to amend your jfibei; and 
made it tbatty." 

« Did 1 1 I dinna mind that I did/^ an- 
swered Dumbiedikes. •« But whatever I 
said ni stand to.^ Then bestriding his 
steed with some difficulty^he added^ <*Diii« 
na ye think poor J^anie's een wi' the tears 
in them glanced like lamottr beads^ Mc' 
Saddletree?* ^ 

** I kenna muckle about wome&'s e^n, 
laird)" replied the insensible Bartholine ;. 
^^ and I care just as little. I wuss I wer& 
as weel free o' their tongues } though few, 
wives," he added, recoUecting the necessity 
of keeping up his character for domestic 
rule^ ^ are under better command than 
mine, Lairds I allow neither perdueUioa 
nor ]aei3e-maj[esty against my sovereign aa« 
thority." 

The Laird^ saw siothing so important iiv 
this observation as to call for a r^oinder^ 
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and when they had exdhanged a mute sa- 
lutation, they parted in peace npcrn their 
di&rent grands. 
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